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PREFACE.

THIS, the Central Executive Committee’s First Report,

deals with the operations of the Fund up to 31st July,
1897. The accounts and statistics, showing the growth and
financial position of the Central Fund have been given up
to 31st August (vide Appendices C and D). It has
been found, however, impossible to bring up the Provincial
figures of expenditure to a later date than 31st July, Onthat
date, it will be seen (from Appendix E) that the receipts of
the Central and Provincial Committees combined (including
in the latter subscriptions raised by Local Committees and
ear-marked for their own provinces or districts) amounted to
R1,60,81,820-6-4 and the expenditure to Rgo,11,154-6:11,
leaving a balance of R6,38,281-10.4 with the Central
Committee (including an investment of 6 lakhs of rupees on
behalf of orphans, which has been accounted for as expend-
iture), of R27,96,830-1-5 in the hands of Provincial Commit-
tees and Divisional Commissioners, and R};ﬁ,gs,s 54-3-8 with
District Committees, ora total balance of Rj0,70,665-135-5.
Details will be found in Appendix F. The balances include
]arge grants, amounting to R23,55,000, made by the Central
Committee on the zoth July.

Part I of the Report gives an account uE the forma=
tion of the Fund, and of the Central Executive Com-
mittee’'s work during the period specified. Part II, re-
lating to P_rovincial Committees, contains abstracts and
in some cases complete returns of expenditure in the
different Provinces, together with notices of the distressed
tracts and a statement of the main objects’on which the
Fund has been expended in each Province up to July
gist; Part IlI deals with the wofk of District Com-
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mittees, and of those who actually expended the Fund,
and describes the various sub-heads of relief, classified
under the four main objects of the Fund, as defined by
the Government of India,® and illustrated by extracts
from original narratives, showing how the work was
carried out in practice and the measures taken to prevent
waste or abuse.

At the date when this issues from the Press, ex-
penditure from the Fund is still actively proceeding, as
the autumn crops are not yet in ear and famine prices
continue to prevail. But it may be hoped that by the
g1st October the Famine itself will have much diminish-
ed in intensity, and that Government and Charitable Relief
operations will, in a pgreat part of the distressed
areas, be almost at an end. Confidently trusting that
this anticipation will be realised, the Central Executive
Committee are now arranging to collect detailed figures
of all persons relieved, and accurate accounts of receipts
and expenditure from the commencement of the Fund up
to the end of October, and they have asked for a report
from each Provincial Committee, describing the results
of their own work and that of the District Committees
subordinate to them during that pericd. These will form
the materials of the Central Committee's Second and
principal report, which it is hoped will be issued,in
January, 1898. An account of the provision finally made
for orphans who have been left destitute at the con-
clusion of the Famine will, it is expected, find a place
in that Report.

The Third and last report of the Central Executive
Committee will be very brief, giving final accounts of
receipts and expenditure and of the disposal of any
balances that may remain. They trust that circumstances
will admit of its being issued in the spring of 18g8.

® See page 3 of Report.
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The present report is now submitted, because more
than one-half of the Fund has been actually expended,
and the Central Executive Committee desire to lose no
time in placing' before the General Committee and
the subscribers some account of the work that has been
done. Its appearance has been slightly delayed, owing to
the late receipt of some of the Provincial accounts,
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