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LETTER, &e.

Sir,
Tue Bill for the regulation of our future inter-
course with China having now passed into a
law, and, in common with every part of the
great East India Question, having received from
Parliament less consideration than its import-
ance deserved, I am induced to draw your
attention to a subject which involves the in-
terests of what must become one of the largest
and most valuable branches of British com-
merce. I abstain from entering into the details
of the early history of our trade to Chins,
which would exhibit few circumstances in any
way creditable to our national character. Our
first merchants who visited that country, whe-
ther servants of the East India Company or
B
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interlopers, a5 the free traders were then termed,
were only animated by a thirst for gain. Cre-
dit and principle were alike sacrificed for its
attainment. The home government, during
the reigns of the Princes of the Stuart family,
was little under the influence of public honour;
and transactions of its subjects at a distance,
however criminal or to be deprecated, were
viewed with unconcern. The representatives
of the Company were persons of the most illi-
terate description. Receive, as an instance,
the following extract of a letter from their
agents in China to the Chairman of the Court
of Directors in London, in the year 1660.
Spedking of the necessity of submission to the
exactions of the Chinese government, they
slate—

“ We feel assured that to lose a hog would
be the wvastest imprudence for a halfpenny
-worth ef tar; and we will say this, that ’tis
the part of sound policy to be as cunning as a
serpent and harmless as a dove, and not to
forget that we reckon that the Tartars and Chi-
nese will stumble at a straw, provided in con-
tradiction to their interests, and will jump over
a mountain where they can catch the least ad-
vantage, though it be as high as the monu-
The instructions given by the Court of Di-
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then limited extent of our trade, brought the
British name into merited contempt. In later
periods the rapid and extraordinary aggrandize-
ment of our Indian empire has exchanged this
feeling of contempt for one of deep and dis-
trustful apprehension, to mitigate and remove
which ought to be the great end and object of
the Board .over which you preside. This will
not be done by pursuing a system of wretched
subserviency to a corrupt and despotic govern-
ment; but by acting in strict accordance with
those sound prineiples of national honour which
we apply to our intercourse with most other na-
tions, but whiclh, for some ill-defined reason, we
have never yet adopted for the regulation of our
connexion, either political or commercial, with
China.

I am well aware there are those who main-
tain, and who will endeavour to influence your
mind upon this subject; that as we have for a
long term of years been called dogs at Con-
stantinople, we may as well continue to be
called devils at Canton and Pekin; but rest
satisfied of one great and practical truth, con-
firmed by every page of the history of our in~
tercourse with China, that acts of subserviency
which bave proved injurious to our national
character, have invariably proved detrimental
to our commercial interests, These are mutu-
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ally and inseparably associated, they must stand
or fall together.

It cannot be otherwise than well known to
you, that all foreign commerce in China is re-
stricted, by official proclamation, to one port in
the southern province of the empire, and ap-
pointed to be exclusively transacted by one
body of native dealers, called Hong merchants.
This was very far from being formerly the case.
In the earlier periods of our trade, all the dif-
ferent ports of the empire were open to our
ships. Our merchants were permitted to
transact business with any merchants of the
country, and it was not till towards the end of
the seventeenth century,* that the exclusive
privileges of the Hong merchants were con-
ceded to them. The fact is simply this, that
foreigners have, for a long succession of years,
pursued a system of tame submission to the
despotism of China, which, like all other des-
potiems, trampling upon abject submission, has
gone on multiplying its restrictions ; and except
for the counteracting resistance which it has
hitherto met with from the influence of the
East India Company, (an influence which has
never been exerted to the extent it ought to
have been,) we should, in all probability, have
been expelled from the port of Canton, as we
have been from the more northern ports, by

* A. D. 1680.
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the arbitrary exactions and oppressions of the
local government. It is a fact not generally
adverted to, that the ships of the East India
Company continued to trade with the other
provinces of the empire besides Canton, long
after they were prohibited by imperial procla-
mation—indeed till very late in the last century.
The Company did not then consider this smug-
gling. I know no very good reason why they
should cail it so now. The truth is, that the
edicts of the emperor fulminated from Pekin,
are often issued without any expeetation, and
gometimes without even any wish, that they
should be obeyed. They are *‘ mere socund
and fury, signifying nothing,” mere harmless
thunder; and in that celestial empire every
subordinate agent of government, imitating his
imperial master, “* every petty, pelting officer,
yees his beaven for thunder, nothing but thun-
der.”

As all foreign commerce is at present con-
fined to the port of Canton by the existing
imperial proclamation, so are all foreign traders
directed to deal exclusively with the Hong
merchants; but the corrupt connivance of the
officers of the Chinese government renders
this, like all other such laws, abortive. The
Hong merchants are a class of individuals to
whom & very inaccurate reputation has gene-



