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Text. Introduction (stanza 1. K. Ewmare, only child of
the emperor Ariyus, loses her mother while yet an
infant, and is brouphl up by Abra{2—6). 10. Tergaunte,
king of Sicify, visils Artyus, and presents him with &
rieh embroidered cloth (V—15), LR After his depart-
are, Artyus senda for Emare, besomos enameured of
her, gives her 1 robe made of the wonderful cloth,
and obiains o cdispensation from the pope to tmarcy
her, On her rofusal, sheis exposed, wearing the robe,
in & boat (16—26) LW. After B week the boat ia
driven to Gafisle. Sir Kodore, stewsrd of the king
of tha land, finds Emare, who changes her name to
Egare. He brings her to his castle, where sbe works
with the needls (27—82) ¥, She waits in her rich
robe at &8 banguoet given by Kadore to the king of
Galicia, who falls in love with her, snd warrles her,
againgt the will of his mother (33—40). WL, Being
called by the king of Frence to fight the Saracens, he
leavern his wife in the charge of the stowand. She
beara a son, who is bamwed Segramoxr. The king's
maother intercepts a [etter announcing the birth to him,
and forges another to the effect that the qneen has
borne a devilish menster [41—47). WIL. Althongh
greatly digtressed, the king orders his wife to be well
treated. His motier securea thia letter alao, and writes
a command in the king's name that the queen in her
rich robe, with her child, ia to be set adrift in a boat,
The servants are horror-struck, but at Emare’s desire
the commanid is earried ont (48—56. VILL. After s
week they drift to Eome, where o merchant named
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Jurdan and his wife shelter them for seven years
(57—62). TX. The king of Galiels, returned from the
war, digcovers his mothers treachery, and orders her
te be burpt, but i& perenaded to exile her inetead
(63--87). X. After mourning eeven years, he takes
ship to Rome to do pensncs, and lodges at Jurdan's
houwse. By Emare's instroction Sepramour waitsa atb
tabla upon the king, whoset heart i drawno towards
hiz onknown child, Assured now of her husband's
moeid will, Kenare makes hersell known to him (68—T79),
XN, Artyos alao comes to Homs to do penance, and
is met by the king of Galivia anel his young son. The
smparor shows favour to Segramiwer, whe, bidden by
his mother, asks him to come and spealk with Emare,
The reconciliation is eslebrated by a feasl. Sepramour

afterwardn Deeornes emperor (80—E6° _ . . . . . via
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Preface.

§ 1. Manuseript. The only known MS. of the romance of
Emare cccupies ff T1—76 [65—T4 aceording to the old pumbering}
of the wolume Cafigide 4 IS in the Cotton collection st the
Britiah Museum. The former and older of the two MES. which
gra bound together in this volume i 8 miscellany of prosa and
varse, including wine metrical rowmances, besides Ewmare. It
is written on paper i double columns, and is apparently all
the work of onehand, with the exception of the last cotries ina
prose chrooicle, which a later scribe has carried down o the
reign of Richerd I[L Fornivall (Perey's Folio MS. 1L p. 411)
dates the M5, 1480, hnt Kaloza | Libeans Desconus, laeipz. 1800,
P IX) aseigne it to the 208 guarter of the 15t cemtury, He
calls the seribe ‘extremely eareful’ [Lib. Pese. p. XXXIIT); but,
if this 18 o, the acriba wmet have followed B somewhsat eorrupt
text of Enutre, as not oniv is the dialeet iwpore, bot the rhythm
ie frequently destroyed by interpolsted words &e. The seribe
often writes ht for th, § for 4, {h for t. and w for e

& 2 Edition. The only edidon o that by Joserm BEimeos
in his Ancient Fngleish Metrical Rowmancefs 8ic), 3 vola, Swo,
london 1802, The text is in wvol. IL pp. 204—247; original
readings, vol. IIL p. 898: notes, vol, IIL pp. 323.--383; glossary,
vol. TIL, pp, 869—435; corrections, vel. I p., 440; conjecturai
emendations, vol. 1II. p. 443,

§ 8 Bddiography. O, Witna bay oxamined the gramroatical
forms in his inavgural dissertation Uber die drtliche Verbreitung
der  zodlfzetligen Seleifreimstrophe o England, Hrealan 1887,
PP- 2—31. L. Koumxe Las pablished a collation of the text in
Englische Stadien XV, p. 247 £, with which my owa ecollation
alimost exactly agross, The firet part of my ioang. dies. On the
Middle English Metvieal Romewce of Fmare, Kiel 1900, deals
chiefly with the grammatienf and metrical sspects of the text.
Bhiort notives of the poem will ke found in Waeros, History of
English Poetry, ed. 1840, 111 p. 123, and A, RBeaxern, Mittenglische
Litteradur, in Pavi's Grundrid, 19 ed. 1893, 10 1. p. 670,

§ 4, Sowrce. Emore is 8 form of the wide-spread Constance
smga, literary forme of which exial in most European languages.
For the relation of Binare to the other versions ef,

H. Bucuten, Uber dde Sage von Offe wnd Prydo, in Pary
& Bravse's Helteige, IV, pp. 512=521,

H. Bromew, Fuvres podtigues de Philippe de Remi, sieur
de Beaumanoir (soc. d. anc. textes fr., no, 18}, Paris 1884,
tome L pp. XXTII—-LXXX, CLIXT



