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PREFACE

THE AIM AND THE BCOPE OF STUDIES IN
OLD TESTAMENT CHARACTERS

While the purpote in ' Studics in Old Testament Characters ™
has been to present for che stwdent a course pomarily devational and
practical, it may be that the scope of the Studies, which is larger than
anything merely biographical, is not 2eiliciently imlicated by the tite,

NMat only is the attemipt made to interpret each character studied
in the light of the honedsate historie siteation, and to derive valuahie
personal imstroction from utterances, aces and maonifest motives, bot
the relatiom of each character o a preator nadonal and world move-
ment S Lo somie extent consideted.  Thig reguires g study of the
movement irself. It is sought to khow how each ape, with ity
aecumulation from the past, grow out of the past and bevond irsell
and weoulded its characcers, and how o torn each character moglded
his own age and infuenced the future,

Characters are personifications of times, and they are products
and potentizlitice. Into the proper stady of CHd Testament Charae-
ters, Old Testament History, I'salm and Prophcey must eoter,

Moreover, it shonld be noted that this course i restricted in its
reach by s avowed aiow Te must noc do eritical or much exhaustive
work., It takes for granted Lhat there is in the curricglim 3 eereain
amount of literary and crirical Bible Study.  This course is the thied
of a cycle which is designed to supplement rather than to superscde
coliege class-room work.

The acthoss af * Studies in the Life of Cheist™ and ¢ Stodies in
the Acts and Epistles " {the two preceding courses of the series) had
bases for their work already ar band in * A Harmony of the Gospela ™
by Stevens and Durton, and " Hecords and Letters of the Apostalic
Age' by Burton, The advantapes of such re-arrangement of the
Bible text as is found in these books bave been clearly shown by the
uge of these courses by students.  The value of similar analysis and
re-arrangement of the material in the Old Testament is equally great
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in providing a basis for the study ef Old Testament characters, The
amonnt of material in a velume containing a veprint of the entire D14
Testament lext would be too large. bowever, to meet the purposes for
which this book has been prepared,

The accompanying Analyeical Outline it ia belleved will meet all
the needs of the student pursuing this courge.  This outling has a
chronological areangement, and 3t puts in parallel columns references
to duplicate material,

The Diagrams of Books of the Bible, anel of periods of time will
expldin themselves. [t is hoped that they nay help o & clearer grasp
of many historical situations, and a more comprehensive knowledge of
the Cld Testament Soriptures,

The words of Professor Burton in his preface to U Records and
Letters of the Apostolic Age" in reference Lo critical gquestions as
related Lo his work, are so suitable to the problems mer in the O4d
Testament feld, that | take the liberty o quote them here, changing
oaly such words as are necessary to adapt the pazsage 1o the Ol
Testamenl ; " For the porpose of this work ¥ is pssumed that the
claims of aurhorship made in the books themselves are Lroe, This
course is indeed the one which is mest congenial te my own opinions.
While the evidence, or lack of evidence, in 5 few vases certainly justi-
fies the treatment of the question of genuineness as a5 open one, such
examination and estimation of it as 1 have been able to make has not
led mie 1o a positive conclution against the genuineness of any of the
books with which we bere have w du. Vel 1 have constructed the
work on this basis not so much for the purpose of expressing an
opinion on sgch of the points At jssoe, a8 bocaose, mmy judgment, it
best adapts the book te the nses for which it is intended. "The ordi-
nary student of the Hible, not spcn::ia]l:..r tramed in Tbheal sciepce,
may well make the genuineness of the Old Testament books his work-
ing hypothesis at least, The mature schaolar, if he has reached the
conclusion that all the Old Testament books here under consideration
are penwine, will of course desire them assigned to a place consistent
with this conclusion. If he has reached a different conclusion in any
cage, the plan here adopted will at least lurnish bim a basis of criticism
in an arrangement whose faultiness he will be able 1o polat out,”
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Titles of the Studies

—s

Stuny 1. Abeaham, the Friend of God E 1tod 2 inclusive
Stupy 2. Abrabam, the Friend of Gaod § 2
Sruny 3. The Sons of Abraham to the

Third Generation E 3mbk 7 inclusive
Stup¥ 4. The Sons of Abraham to the

Fourth Generation § 3§ i4 "
Stuny 5. Moses, the Man of God § rgo§ 18 i
Stunpy &, Dbloses, the Man of God § 18
Srupy 7. Moses, the Man of God % 1oted 2t inclusive
Sruny 3. Joshua and the Judges § z210% 28 e
Stuny g, Samuel, the Judge and Prophet § z0to§ 35
Struny 1o, Sal, the Rejocted of che Losd  § 26 t0§ 40 b
Erupy 1, David, the Man afler God's Qwn

Hearl § sBeof ey o
STupy 12, David, the Man after Ged's Own

Heart §44tof 54
STuny 13 David, the Man afler Gad's Own

Heart B 5:tod 63 H
Stuny 14 David, the Man after God's O

Heart § Stk 71 i
Sruny 13 Soloman, the Son of David § ratog y7 e

Stunv 16, Kings and Frophets of Pre-Assy-

riam Timesz EBto§ 8y o
Stuny 17. Kings and Prophets of Eacly

Assyrian Times § Bgto§ogr
Srupny 18, Kings and Prophets of Early

Assyrisn Times §oxtofogy =
Stuny 19, Kings and DProphets of Early

Azsyrian Times frows Lo f1op
STuDyY 2o, Fings and Irophets of Lliddle

Aagyrian Times §1o2 to f106 ™
STUDY 2i, Kings aod Trophets of Middle

Assvnan Timies f1o7 Lo G108

STuny 22, Kings and Irophets of Late
Assyrian Tines, withReview Brod w brng s
STuny 23 Jeremiah the Drophet and his

Contemporarics Gr1s to f117 "
STUDY 24, Jeremish the Prophet and his

Conternporaries B118 to §128 it
STupy 25 Jeremiah the Prophet and his

Contempaoraries ti20 to r3H i
Stuny 26. Jercminh the Prophet and his

Contemporaries a7 tofugo b

STUuDy z7y. Among the Captives in Babylon B140 to §raz2 "
Stuony 28, Amang the Captives in Tiabylon §142 to §r4z
Stupy 2g9. Leaders of the Reconstruction

Perind £148 to B160 i
STuUpY 3o0. Leaders of the Reconstruction
Period B161 1o B16g M
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Studies in Old Testament Characters

GENERAL SUGGESTIONS

Read over these suggestions af fe degduningr of cack weed,

Scripture suppiics no shorteits for Lhe intellect,  Txpeet to apply the
mind with even mare vigor fa thiz study than i any other, God's
Word surely haz messages o you,  Bevery simple and sloers in
giving heed.

Follow the arder of the day's work. Read and foiionur each direesion

as you come to it Do not read even ke second part of the first
direction before doing the first part

Do exactly as directed,  [§ the direction s (Zawee over the gection,
do not Fead It

Woaork with regutarity.  De the work of each day in its day.

Employ a portion of the best of the day. Let it be if possible the
first part of the day.

Study the material ieself. Do oot let the mind wander,

Hurry never, bue de not waste time.  Be sxpeditions,

Be abways thoughtful.

Be always applying to your life when there is material applicable. o
ot force applications.

Do not strain the material for thought,.  Let ic yield what is there and
be content,

Do not be sidetracked.  Keep to the work in hand.  Note additional
lines of thought and investigation which suggest themselves, but work
them out at another time,

Develop the histencal imagination, but be carchal that it be true to
history.

Be on your puard against estimating the characters of ancient times
by present day standards. Take sulticiently into account the political,
religious and =social conditions of the times,

Record thoughts, impressicns, questions and difficulties. Do net
insist that all questions be answered and all difficulties be removed at

once,  Study and wait. :
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Use the maps and diagrams freely.

Do not pass by marginal refecences and footnetes.

Be on special puard not to derive answers to questions propounded in
the Studies from some other source than che ext.  As a rule answers
will be found in the texe.

Re paticot and persistent.  Resuits will come if you work and wait.

Emphasize praver. Howsoever briet the time of stwdy mav be, at
the beginmnge of it, definitely Lift the heart to God for help and direction,

Make rigid application of the persopal thought to the life. Form the
habit of recalling often during the day points from the lesson of the
morning,
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