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BASES OF BELIEF.



NOTICES OF THE FIRST EDITION.

e

“Mr, Minll has mcceodsd in making s manfol ant earnest stand sgninet
the scepticism of the in regard 40 Christinnity, without once throughout
his valume !nginfn per uptggod to the apirit of the religion be advo-
catos—without once impating te e who do net with hin arguments,
or his conclusions, defective praciical merality 28 the ground of their intel-
lectual difference—withent cnee evon hinting that they are guilty of con-
soious gophivms, of juggling and naltering with the dictates of their con-
meienoe, or of wiifli inslinctive yearnings of their bearis. No cne can
paruse the 'Baees of Belief,’ without the comviction that the suthor s o
porscn of calm tempar, of jurt ind oultivated intellect, whe allows oo hend of
E:::mal vanity, no desirs of personal victory, to mingle with and mar the
demonstrative fares of his aryuments, the eontagions influence of his own
mﬁfﬁﬂ belief of the conclustons to whicl he strives to bring bis readers,”—

tar,

" This hook hes obhviously Teen eallad forth by the frequent a af
much works as the * FII.B.I&F: and the * Nemenis of Fm't.h.':"uhich in En author's
%p'lnlun should oot be sllowed to have the reading public all o themselves.

ollowing = similsr plun, sppenling in & like tone to evidenes mod resson,
HMr, i moat fit and able mon Go wpeak to the intelligenes of young or old,
wupporta in this volume thoss basen of heliel which have been comwonly
ragarded as che essential of Clrietien truth. We do not, of courss, take
PEL in the discmssion, bt we commend hesrtily the tone that Mr. Miall takea,
or it is calm and sensible." — Emamtaer.

* Thin is & work called forth by the numercme and spparently nized
attacks that are pow makiog Tiun{- the avidences of (fht:utinnit.y.m.%n can
safoly recommend 14 to thore whose more peculiar affice it is o worwoer the
ohjectionsof the new race of infidel writers. It ik a clear, full, snd compre-
hensive axposition of the grounds on which the evidences of Christisnity rest—
evidenses which have been received and i in as sdequate proognof the
l'ﬂlli‘f of & Divine revelstion. Mr. Miall's work msy take its place along
with ' The Eclipae of Faith,'*The Restertion of Belief,' and s recent pulli-
cation of Dr. Wardlaw, on ! Mirnalen, " ' —Besgrd,

* br. Miall han folly succesded in oppos » formidable bulwark o that
dark torrent of infidelity which of late years epread so lementably and so
widely over the fuir face of Burope.”— New Querter(y Revica

"“'We eannot too highly commend the calm, elear, dignified, and candid
execntion of this book wa i whole, Tt i0 uot  piece of spocial plesding, but
of high, honeat, sl;nuanphis argument.  The Christian caume hws resson to
congratulate its on advocstes like Henry Rogers, De, Wanllaw, Dr,
Vuughsn, avd Edwsrd Misll, Mony mists had gathered sround the field of
m‘?‘mt, and their sbroog clear brenth wos required to disperss them,™—

“Mr. Misll hos preented the ngs with o werk which will etill the donbts
snd allay the questionings of many & ealtivated intellect, and many an unesey
mind."— Weekly Neiwa,

Weinvibe these who may have heen moved by modera fasinastions again-t
Christinnity to the stady of & work which bears on ita frce snoh iodubltable
evidance, not ouly of mental power, bur of intellizence, fuir dealing, deliberate
eonviction, sad temperntono, both of wrguacent and spirit ; siod we sioceraly
thank the writer for the timely service be has renecred to the mejesty of
truth, and to the imperidbable interests of mankind "—FEelectés Revigw,

“It is popular o manner, buk h'nlmientiﬁn in wplrit; 1t so carcfolly
eatimatos the strain its materials will . sud erects with such ascarney,
and with repoated tostings of theie vaJidity, tho conclusions it is intendod to
rely mpon, that i ispressos os aa belog quite the moss conclosive book we
ever rend an aoy subject.”— Monthly (,'M%u:ff.m Sptebalur.
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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

TrE following treatise was first published in 1853, and
was received with greater favour than the Author had ven-
tured to anticipate. Two library editions having been all
but exhausted, a third and cheaper edition is now offered
to the public. This etep has been taken in consequence,
chiefly, of the appearance of the Essays and Heviews.
It is believed that the main drift of these now cele-
brated productions is turned aside by the argument
maintained in this volume—at any rate, it was originally
written with an express view to fortify the reader against
speculations, criticisms, and Teasonings similar in almost
every respeet to those put forth in that work. In truth,
the Author recognised in them old acquaintances. Not-
withstanding their more friendly air, their more reverent
besring, and their substitution of a thoroughly English for
a foreign dress, it was impossible to mistake their identity.
It would seem that after having been exposed and dis-
credited elsewhers, they have at length found an asylum in
the bosom of Oxford University—nor, perhaps, is it matter
of wonder that inquiring and honest minds, wearied and
offended by the exacting demands made wpon them by
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High Church authority, should be predisposed to weleome
the advent of rationalistic freedom. Whether the eminent
men who have had the courage to set the example of
ghaking hands with this popularly-reputed foe to Chris-
tianity really imagined that they were giving it a first
introduction te the British public, it would be presumptuous
to offer an opinion—but it may be confidently stated that
the results which dogmatic philosophy and critical analysis
have put before ua afresh in the Esseys and Reviews,
were already as familiar to speculative readers in this
country as Hume's Essay on Miracles used to be about
the beginning of the century.

There is no necessity, however, for supposing that these
Church of England divines had in view any such purpose
as that which updoubtedly animated the school to which
the world is indebted for modern ratiomalistic theology.
Whatever may be the tendency of their writings, nothing
but an entire absence of charity can attribute to the writers
a consclous design of undermining the basis of Divine Reve-
lation, and destroying the very system of truth which it is
their special duty to preach and to teach. Great latitude
ought to be allowed to the intellectual conclusions of specu-
lative minds as to what constitutes the authority which
should govern the Reason in determining what has and
what has not come to us as a Revelation from God—and it
is much to be regretted that men, earnestly professing that
they aceept Christianity as a spiritual showing forth of the
Divine character and will, should be set down as unbelievers
because they repudiate the customary process by which the
great majority of their fellows reach the same end. It is
surely more just to infer that, in the ardour of an intellec-
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tual pursuit, such persons have allowed themselves to be
borne away beyond the limits which logically bound their
own professions—and that subsequent reflection will con-
vinoe them that they cannot go so far as they have done on
the road on which they have set out, without being com-
pelled to go much farther. It is hardly wise, it cannot be
kind, to set up a shout of execration, the cnly effect of
which must be to prevent their retracing their steps to less
dangerous paths, and to drive them farther and farther
from the conclusions from which we could have wished
they had never departed,

But whilst the utmost tenderness and charity are due to
the writers who have unitedly set forth their speculations
in the Essays and Reviews, none whatever can be claimed
for the speculationa themselves. Their manifest tendency,
if not their avowed desigm, is to eliminate supernaturalism
from the Christian faith, It is evident that a historieal
revelation based on miracles is assumed to be unworthy of
God to give, because unfit for man to receive. And this is
ssnmed as a sort of axiom—as a self-demonstrative pro-
position. At least, no proof of it is attempted. But it
seems to underlie the whole eollection of thess far-famed
papers. It constituies the rampart upon which the ar-
tiliery of Biblical criticism is mounted. Let this assumption
be shown to be unressonable, and the entire machinery
of assault which rests upon it becomes harmless.

That the assumption ¢8 unreasenable it is the main object
of the following pages to show. How far that object has been
attained it is for others to judge. But so far as success has
been reached in this respeet, so far it supplies an antidote
to the erromeous teaching of the Esaays and Reviews,
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Possibly, it does more—for it points out that there 1s a
sphere within which eriticism may freely range without
loosening the foundations upon which the faith of so large
a portion of mankind is based. Let us once for all get rid of
the dogma which tyrannises over Reason—namely, that no
historical miraculous revelation is worthy of eredit—and
we may then find a fitting office and snitable functions for
honest and fearless Biblical eriticism. Much that is given
to the world in these Essays and Reviews will still remain
—but with this difference, that it will remain to enlarge
and purify men's notions of Revelation, instead of, as now:
to eat into its very substance,

The Author is satisfied that very much of the danger to
which Christianity scems to be exposed from the most
searching criticism, arises from the prevailing habit of con-
founding God's Revelation fo man by Christ Jesus, with
the Record of it which is contained in the Holy Beriptures:
Men have gradually come to identify faith in the plenary
ingpiration of all the books of the Old and New Testa-
ments with faith in Him who declared that “he who has
seen ME hath seen the Father” They are more anxious to
save the easket than the Pear] of great price which it en-
closes. The consequence is, that they place the evidence in
support of Christianity, as & revelation of God, in a position
of serious disadvantage. That Jesus Christ was the
Ancinted of God—that his mission was to show unto men
the Father—and that it was inaugurated, recognised, and
authenticated as divine, by *signs, and wonders, and divers
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Cthest,” constitute a position
capable of being sustained by consistent and overwhelming
proof. But such proof is wholly independent of any



