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FREFACE.

Wo more Tmportant duey is Incumbent wpon teachors than that of ineal-
callng in the minds of their pupils a diacriminating love for pood books,
The acquirement of the ability to give correct oral expression to the
printed or weltten word Is, after all, only & means te this wore important
end.  The young perdnt who can mead intelligibly to hinself, und In 4
manner that js pleasing to his hearers, iz quite gure to flnd much pleasurs
in books. If his tastcs have bBeen properly coltivated wod e has been
tanght to discriminate hetwaen that which [ gonod and that which is worth-
lezs, thie habit of reading will prove to be of incalenlable value to himn in
after 1le ; bub, ou the otker haed, |f he has been permbttied to acgoire a
liking for that kind of writing which i neither instruetive nor beawtiful,
and a distaste for the nobler and more endurlng formos of literature, it
would have teen better if bouks had pever been placed 1o hls way. In the
preparation of the series of Teading baoks of which this wlome is the
eighth and coneladng number, the hinportance of thue cultivating the lit-
erary jodgment hes bean constantly beme in mind, and every rcaaonable
means has been amployed to sssist the popil te disgover and wppreciate
thinge which are heautiful and true in literatore and art, The selections
in this volwne have beew chosen with the apeeial view of opening the way
to miach supplementary reading on many important aubjects and from
books that can. be safely recommended. The notes in connegtion with
certain of the selections, wy well ag the notes on ** Booke " {page 236},
are intemded to asaist in the attainment of this porpose. Tt ls preswwed
that pupils in thie grade have gemeral access to dictionaries and other
works of reference oo all sulijectz ; hence, o space 8 glven (o Hographi-
cal or explanatery notes, but only a brief st of the authom and arllsts
whoae works are represanted, with the date of the birth and death and, in
most cases, the title of the most famous work of each. The educative
and sesthetle value of the full-page iMustrations will be readily appreciated
by all,
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JOAN O ARC.

Jeanne d'Arc. or, as she 13 named in
Eunglish, Joan of Arc, was the davgh-
ter of a peasant of Domrémy, o
ligtle village on the borders of
Lorraine and Champagne. She
was born in 1412, Domrémy
ia close to the great woods of
the Vosges, in which Jeanne
loved to wander, watching the
birds and the bheasts, and mak-
ing friends of them. At heme she
was “a good girl, simple and pleas-
ant in her ways” and differed
from other girls in being more modest, industrious, wwd
pious. She was taught to sew and to spin, but not to
road and write,

At this time ull the northern part of Franee was torn
and desolated by the war which bad for its object the
subjugation of France to the power of England. Misery

Thomes De Doincey.

20 and disease were everywhere, and even in her distant vil-
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lage, at the foot of the Vosges, Jeanne had been made
acquainted with the horrors and hardships which aiflicted
her country. When about thirteen wyears of age, she
believed that St. Michael appeared to her in a blaze of
light, commanding her to be modest and sttentive to all s
the duties of religion. This wvision, and her sorrow for
the distress of Francea, absorbed her whole being ; her con-
stant expression wasg, she *had pity on the fair realm of
France."”

When she wos fifteen, §t. Michasl appeared to her again, 10
and bade her go and fight for the Dauphin.

* Messire,” replied the girl, I am but a poor maiden ;

I know not how to rmide to the wars, or to lead men
al arms.”

The poor girl wept, and wished to cseape a work so 1
diffienlt and so new. Tut, enconraged by the angel, her
brave spirit overcame her fears, and she made known her
mission to her friends.

At first she was langhed at as insens, and her father
swore he wonld drown her rather than she should go with 2o
men Lo the wara; but she succeeded in the end in leaving
her home, and in making her way to the Dauphin, whom
she persuaded of her heavenly migsion, and promised thai
he should be anointed and erowned in ihe town of Rheims.
She was now in her eighteenth year —tall, strong, and s
active, and able to remain on horsehack without food from
dawn till dark. Mountad on a charger, clad in a suit of
white armor from head to foot, and bearing a white
banner, she seemed * a thing wholly divine, whether to see
or hear,” a0



