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FOREWORD

Ter Horace Mann Readers represent a serious attempt to
apply educational principles to the teaching of reading.

In the First Reader, as in the Primer, the editors have
sought to combine the qualities of an attractive children’s book
with those of a well-conatructed basal achool reader.

In this attempt they bave been inspired by the conviction
(which they share with increasing numbers of teachers) that
a school reader not only may possess qualities of intrinsic and
permanent interest, but must possess these qualities, under
penalty of subordinating spirit to mechanism.

Reading, after all, is essentially an affair of thought, imagi-
nation, emotion, and expression. And since it is thus prima-
rily an affair of spirit, mechanical processes, essential as they
certainly are, must stand to it in the relation of means to
an end. All merely mechanical methods, therefore, are both
waateful and ineffective: wasteful, in that they fail to evoke
the strongest motive; ineffective, in that they fail after all
to teach children really to read.

In weaving together the stories and exercises which form
the First Reader, the editors have had in mind these wise and
helpful words of Professor John Dewey: “The child should
have a personal interest in what is read; a personal hunger
for it; a personal power of satisfying the appetite.”

Children of six or seven years of age have a personal interest
in the doings of children of their own age, especially in those
experiences which they ean live over in make-believe and play.
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They also have a personal interest in nature stories and in
fablea; in the forms and activities of animals; and in those
trades, ocoupations, and social (ethical) relationships that most
intimately concern themselves.

Children have & personal hunger for stories having continuity,
development, and variety in charscters and incidents; stories
that appeal to curiosity, stimulate imagination and thought,
and arouse emotion; continued or related stories in which
familiar and favorite characters reappear; stories, moreover,
illustrated with pictures that correspond accurately to the text,
yet suggest more than they tell.

The * personal power of satisfying the appetite™ ia developed
by all exercises that tend toward independence in reading, —
exercises in which the old is presented in new relations; exer-
cises in grouping and analyzing words of like structure, and
in recombining their elements.

It is hoped that both in respect to content and method the
First Reader will prove to be in harmony with the foregoing
principles, —a fitting sequel to the Horace Maan Primer and
a suitable introduetion to the Second Reader of the same series.

Acknowledgments are due to Mr. Gelett Burgess for his
kind permission to use two poems, “Goop! Goop! Goop!"
and * You Who are the Oldest,” from More Goops and How
Not to be Them, published by Frederick A. Stokes & Co.; to
The Youth's Companivn for the privilege of using the *Go to
Sleep Story” by Eudora Bumstead; to Messrs. Milton Brad-
ley & Co. for permission to use A Kitten Rhyme™ by Emilie
Poulsson; to The A, 8. Barnes Company for permission to
use “The Snow Man™ by Arthur Henry, from Song Series —
Book One. The two little poems, “Mr. Frog” and «The
Wise Old Owl” from Small Songs for Small Singers by
W. H. Neidlinger, ave used by permission of G. Schirmer—
eopyright, 1896,

iv






CLASSIFIED CONTENTS

Child Activities and Intersats.

At the Seashors . '
Elizabeth Eliza A G

Telephoning . i i
A New Trick . . 4

I went to visit a Friend One Duy

Making & Garden .
The Brave Fireman .
Going to Grandmother's .
Omr Helpers 5
Telegrams . .
More Telegrams
Bird and Animal Frienda.
A Cat's Tale . . :
Grandma is Knitting . i
Tell me whers your Nest Is
They All work for a Living
Jumbo's Trunk . J v
Dizlogues and Dramatics.
The Doctor's Call . &
1like Dogs . .
One Good Trick ¥ .
Tim and the Blacksmith .
The Blacksmith and the Pony
Folk Tales and Fables,

The Fox and the Lion .
Little Red Hen and Sly Fox .

-

RLIEEENECEa e~

SEREE

i
a8

The Gray Brothers and the Goblin 84

Cumulative Btories.
The Go to Sleep Story
The Teeny-tiny Boy :
This i the Great Lion . "
Who Threw the Cocoannt

bd
i}

104
110

vi

Peto anli. Pedro .

The Ladybird and the Fl:p'
The Pancake . '
Chanticlear

Jingles and Poems.

Jack be Nimble .

The Doctor and the Doll
Poor Dog Bright .
White Sheep, Whits Ehaﬁp
Dame Trot and her Cat
A Kitten Rhyme . .
Sogar and Spice .
Two Little Black Birds .
Miss Jaue bad a Bag
Work whila you Work
Bunny in the Day Time .
Bir Rabbit at Night . i
If you want Any Dinner
Fanny's Doves .

At the Seaside :

You Who are the Oldm
Goop ) Goopl Goop!
Latters - § .
Whoa! Whoa | Whml .
Singing . q v i
The Swing . .
My Shadow .
Three Merey Sailoms

Mr, Frog. .

Mr. Snow and ]I{m. Wlm.e
The Wise Old Owl .

Pictured Alphabet .
Phonic Charts . y
Word List ' . i

-

113
119
125
138



