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INTRODUCTION.

Tae ministries of Elijah and Elishs ocoupied the days
of the family of Ahab, of the honse of Omri; tha tims
of deepest corruption in the kingdom of the Ten Tribes.
The teatimony of the Lord sbout those times is this;
“And Ahsh, the son of Omrl, did evil in the sight of
the Lord, above all that were before him."

It was in those daya that Hiel the Bethalita darad the
arm of the Lord by rebuilding Jericho; an act which
affronting the trath and power of the Lerd, looked with
infidel boldness, and said, * Where ix the God of judg-
ment?” (Mal.ii. 17). For Ahab's days were days of
man's proad provocation and temptation agsin.

At sueh u time, just on the act of Hisl, Elijah is
called out, (1 Kings xvi. 84; avii. I). And in him we
mee an entirely independent call of God and energy of
the Bpirit. He is quite in the Lord's own hand, He
does not belong to the Pricsthood. He never neeka the
Temple. He never consults eetablished oracles, or
walkn orderly nccording to the statutes or ordinances
of Israel. But the Lord takes him up, and fills him
with light snd power sltogether His own, not reaching
him by any preacribed channel at all.

And so Elishe, He was independent of all that waa
already instituted in the land. The band of the Lord
uses him, the Spirit of Ged fills him, without respect to
the Temple or the Priesthood

And we get the common, and yet most blesse”
instraction of Beripture, out of this—that when r
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had corrupted and righteonsly Jost every thing, (s in
Abab, and in hia times), the Lord finds oceasion by that
to bring forth His own resources, Man's wilderness
was Christ's storehouse. (Mait. xiv. 15, 215,

But though there in this comfron character snd moral
in the call of these twe prophets, (and indeed, in mea-
sure, of all the prophets); yet their minieleies are, in
detail, very distinet. Testimony apainst #ril, and conse-
quent suffering, mark the Mstory of Blijah; power, and
grace in wsing it for ofkers, mark that of ERsha. Both
are seen in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose shadows, of
course, they were. In one aspect of His history om
earth, we see the suffering, driven, persecuted witness;
the world hating Him, becanse He iestified that ita
works were evil; in another we see the powerful,
gracious, ready, friend of others; all that had sorrows
or neceprities getting bealing wnd blessing from Him.

More, too, tham aven ihis sisnds teflected in the
histories of these prophets; fur Elijah's sorrow hers,
and rejection by the world, ends in heaven; Elisha's
power carries him a-head of all that might resist, and
keeps him in constant honour and triumph on the earth.
And these things foreahadow the heavenly and earthly
things of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and
King of Isracl.

I would now pass through the history of Elisha
given to us in 2 Kings ii.—xiil. 1 do so, however, only
rapidly, though in this liftle journey noticing each
detached scene in order, and secldng to drew forth
somathing of the divine counsel, and the divine moral,
having found it a seripture of great intereet to my own
aoul.
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These verses give us the first distinet portion.

Long befbre this, Elfjah had invited Elisha into minis-
try with him (1 Kings xix.) by passing by and casting
his mantle npon him: but Elishs was not then guite
prepared. He pleaded his father, and his mother,
“ Lot me, [ pray thee, kist my father, and my mother,
and then I will follow thee.” Upon which Elijah, as it
were, withdrew his mantle from him, reeslled his invi-
tation, suying, * Go back agaim, for what have I doneto
thee."

This was significant. For though Elisha is for =
moment seen ministering to Elijah after this (1 Kings
zix. 21), yet we do not again find him expressly in
company with his master, till now that his master is
just about to be taken from him,

And to what end i# he now seen with him? just to
abide the fire, just to stand the test, whether indeed he
were, or were not, fully prepared for the mantle.

Elijah can leave his mantle behind him. He needed
it not in the heaven to which he was golng. As soon
a8 he entored the flery chariot on which the whirlwind
sttended—as soon as hewas borne by aogels (Heb. i 7),



