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“The simplest truthe are mightiest in their foree ;
Tha nearer to the practioal men keep,

The Tess they deal in vago and abstrast things,
The less they deal in huge, mysterions words,
Tha mightier fs their power. (lod writes His thonghts
Tn faots, in solid orba, in liviog souls ;

Hia revelation is the concrata world ;

He sows the earth with flowers, and shinos on man
Through vital spiritnsl hest and light.

The theories that sealo Empyrean heights
Should rest on granite ledges, solid truths,
Touched, soen, felt, comprebended by the rae.
Who builds & pyramid on winter jee?

Who spans &n arch from buttresses of sand ?
The obelisk that clesves the lofiy clonds

Rises from bases mazsive as the world.

Bacon lives an, while Aristotls diea

The simplest peasant who observes s truth,
And from s fact deduces principle,

Adds aolid tresaurs to the publia wealih,
Fucta are the busiz of philosophy ;

Philosophy the harmony of facia

Heen in their right relstion. Every word

The tescher utters ahould fnd evidence

In fixed realities. Bo grand and large
Unfolds the dome of the now Future's faith,
Besting on all that is, and rising up

To tha diviner splendours yet to be,”

From “ A Zyric of the Golden Ape," uttered while
in & state of trance, by Thomas Lake Harris,






PREFACE.

0

OxE of the most remarkable features of the numerous
philosophical articles constantly appearing in magazines
and reviews, on the question of the Immortality of
Man, is the unanimity with which writers on both
sides confine themselves to speculation, and omit the
usual scientific method of appealing to the proof
afforded by phenomenal facts. My endeavour will be
to solve this problem, of such deep interest to the
human race, by evidence as strong as any on which
men are condemned to death by Courts of Law.
Originally, it was intended to call this book “Spirits
Without & Medium,” and although it would have been
a fair title for this first volume, in which scarcely any
of the ordinary phenomena of spirit-circles are re-
corded, it would have limited freedom of uiterance in
the second volume, in which the modern scientifically-
evolved phenomena are more largely brought forward,



