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PREFACE.

giwer 1877, when the Lord Chisf Justice of England in his charge
the jury proncunesd the diecovery of Malthus to be an iresfragsble
truth, & vast amount of literature hos appeared npon the population
question. The ecnelusion soma bo by many of the most recant writers
has beatr in socord with that pithy cwpression of John Btaars Wi,
where he says: “ Every one hasa right io live. We will suppose this
granted. Buot no one has & right to bring children into life to be sup.

* parted by other peopla, Whoever mesans to stand upen the firet of
' thess rights muat remcunce sll prebemsion to the last,” Mr. Cotter
" Morieon, a distinguiehed wriker, =ays, in his work entitled The Serefce

of Man: "“The eriminality of prodecing children whom one has no
regsonable probability of eing able to keep, muet in time be seen in its
trus light, &a one of the moat aneocial and selfish proceedings of which
o man nowadays is capable, If only the devastating torrent of children
eould be arveated for a few years, ib would bring untold relief.” Sir
William Windeyer, of Kew Bouth Wales, 18 & judgment delivered in
1688, eoncerning s Malthusinn work, aaye: ' If is id)e to presch to the
maeaes the necessity of deferred marriage and of a oelibate life during
the heyday of passion. . . To use and not ahuae, te direct and eon-
trol in ite operation any God-given faooley, in the true aim of man, the
trua object of all momlity.” Tha Rev, Mr, Whatham, in a pamphlct
ontitled Neo-Malthuatandem, saye: “It becomes the duty of overy
thonghtiul man and woman o think oot soms plan to sbop or even
check thin sdvancing fide of desolation: and the only plan, to my
thinlking, that is at all workebls is artificlal prevention of child-hirth."

. Professor Mantegasea, Bearnator of THaly, saye, in hie Elrments of Hygiene,

to thosa affectod with heraditary digemses: * Lowve, bat do not beget
children." The Hev. Mr. Haweiz says, in Wisged Words: ' Over.
population is one of the problema of the sge.  The ofd biersing of *in.
crenes and multiply,” suiteble for & sparsely peopled land, has become
the great curee of our crowded centres.' 3r, Montegue Cookson says :
" The limitation of the family i as muach the dety of merried persons
af the observance of chastity is the doty of thoss who remain un-
married.” Professor Huxley, the Bishop of Mapchester, My, Leonard
Qourtoey, Dr. William Qgle, and the Archbishop of Canberbury have
all recently andorsed the truth of the Malthusian Jaw of populstion,
which, sz Mr. Elley Finch haa truly spid, *is, o company with the
Newbonian law of gravitatlon, the most impertant discovery ever made. '
GHJ!.RLES R. DRYADALE, M.ID,

28 Sackvillp-sfreal, PiceadiT!
Oetober, TRAL.
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GREAT deal has been ppid in Conris of Law during the
last two years about the Malthusian principle of popula-
tion. The Lord Chief Justice of England has pronounced that
it is an irrefrogable troth, and that all parties who have studied
such questions know, since the daye of the Hev. T. . Malthus,
that the great canse of indigence is the tendenoy that popu-
Iation has to increase faster thao uaiuu]tura can forpieh food.
And yot we have serious doubtes whelher one out of a thonsand
of the population of the British Talands kmows who Mr. Malthus
waa, o1, indead, whether e was o Eoman, or a citizen of mo-
dern Europe, at all. It is, therefore, we are convinced, very
im t to let his conntrymen know thot Thomes Robert
thus was an Epglishman ; that he was a denizen of the
19th centory ; and that he lived moet part of his life in the
neighbourhood of Londen.,
omas Robert Malthus wras born at the Rookery, near
Dorking, in Burrey, in 1766. Those who are interested in the
matter will do well to make a pilgrimage, sa we have done, to
the romantio birth-pleoe of the discoverer of the law of gu-
Iation, the greatest (if we measure discoveries by their effect
on haman happiness) ever made, Malthue’ father was an able
man, & friend and serrespondent of the noble and unfortonate
J. J. Boussean, and one of his executors. Thomes Robert was

his second eon, and, ss a bag. evineed so much ability that his -
an

father kept him at home and superintanded his education him-
‘self. The son repaid his father's care, and had awakened in
him that spirit of independencs and love of truth which were
ever afterwards the characteristios of his mind. He had two

, in addition $0 hia father, both men of genive—Richard -

e e e
2" Bpirita i " the the co nt 0x, AN
f known in his day ss & violent democratio writar and
‘ypolitician.

——
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In 1784, when 22 yesrs of age, T. R. Malthus wenu to Cam
bridge; and, in 1787, became a Fellow of Jesus College
After this ha took orders, and for n time officisted in a small

ish near hia father’s house, in Surrey. In 1798, Appeareu

is first prioted work, which may be seen in the Brifish Mu-

seum. It i entitled * An Essay on the Principle of Population,

as it affects the fotnre Improvement of Sooisty ; with Remarks

u# the Speculations of Mr. Godwin, Mr. Condorost, and other
riters.”

The writer in the Enoyelopredia Britannica, from whom these
detaila of Malthus' life are taken, informe us that the book was
received with some surprise, and excited considerable atten-
tion, a8 being sn attempt to overturo the prevalent theory of
political optimism, and to refote, l;le:l philosophical pﬂnm&m,

the speculations then eo much in w , ae to the indefinite
perfectibility of human institutions. In this remarkeble eesay
the general principle of populstion, which Wallace, Hume,
and others had very distinetly enoncisted before him, though
without foreseeing the consequences that might be deduced
from it, was -almrliy expounded ; and some of the important
conclugiona td which it leads in regerd to the probable im-
vement of human socisty wersiikewise stated and explained;
ut hia illustrations wera not sufficient, and he, therefore,
sought in travel farther confirmation of his theories.

In 1799 he visited Norway, Bweden, and Ruesia, and, afier
the pesce of Amiens, Franoe; in which countries he busily
volleoted all the dats he could besring upon his researches.
In 18156 he was appointed to the mfmumhip of Eolitim'.l
economy and modern h.is,tc:f at Haileybury, near London,
which ohair he u-uuupl:':d until his death in 1834, at the age of
70. He left behind him one son and one danghier, The son
is, we beliove, still alive, or waa so & fow years ago.

The acoount Eﬂn by Mr. Malthus of the way in which be
discovered the law of populstion is to this effect. His father,
Mr. Daniel Malthus, s man of romantio and somewhat san-
guine character, had espoused warmly the doctrines of the

t writers Condorost and Godwin, with respect to the per-
ootibility of man, to which the sound sense of the son waa
always opposed ; and when the mbject had been very fre-
vently discussed between them, and the son hed always
objected to Godwin's views, on account of the temdemcy of
opulation to inoresse faster than subsistence, he was nsked by
is father to put down in writing his views un this point. The
result was the Essay on Population ; and his father was se much
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strnok with the valne of the argnments, that he recommended
his son to publish it. -

In the first edition of this work he prinm'ililjr deals with
the views of Condoreet and Godwin ; but on hia retorn from
the Continent, where he had collected ample materials, the
state and prospects of the poor became the prominent features
of the second edition, which od intwo volumes, in 1805,

The latter {Em of the life of Mr. Malthus were passed in
the midst of his family, in the performance of his professional
and professorial duties, and in the aditing of the ns aditions
of his work and other trestizes on %:;liﬁua.l economy. In pro-

rtion as the views enunsiated io hia Essay on Population

me known, his fame was extanded, Most of the statesmen
of his time, und the whole of the sminent political economista
of Grreat Britein, adopted his opinions ; a.mf thue the way was
prepared for the adoption of a better system of poor-law relief
than the ons which st that time was raining England. On the
Continent, to0, and indead wharaver science & , hin views
were adopted by the foremost writers on political economy.
He was elected a member of the most eminent ecien
societies sbroad, such ssthe Institute of France and the Ro
Academy of Berlin. At home, he founded the Poli
Eoonomy Club and the Statistical Bociety.

In the other departments of the seienes of Political Econom
Malthus was s distinguished writer. He was, in company

Ir. West, a promulgator of the theory of rent, firet mooted, it .

seams, by a Heotchman, Dr. Anderson, s mb&mpon.rjr of Adam
Bmith. Ricardo, the eminent politieal sconomist, has acknow-

ledged his deep obligations to Malthus, for his exposition of

this theory.

The greu Principle of Population has beem examined oare-
fually and accepted es a splendid discavery by the master minds
of all couniries since the discoverer’s death in 1824, To say
that it is Jooked wpon es axiomatio by the twe Mills, by

cardo, Benior, Cairnes, Alexander Bain, Garnier, Bertillon,
Fawcett, William Ellis, and Willinm Hunter, is to eay that ite
truth has besn folly proved to the ablest thinkers on social
saience and on gnli:i economy that thie and ether European
Siates have

o

mmﬂ.
Tt was, be the daye of Malthus, the almost universal be- |

liaf of mankind that the wealth of a country wes in proportion
%o its populstion. Htatesmen, poets, snd philanthropists were
oonstant in their endeavour to seawre o rapid a multiplication
of the citizons as posaiblo : snd, up till the publivation of his
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seiay—indead,; Yong nftar that avent, it was the custom in
Europesn Btates for the Government to give prizes to

ta aa had giveh birth to and renred & more than averagely
arge family of children. Suoch s law, indeed, was not sbros
gatad ontil about 25 years apo in Sardinia,

Mr, Malthis olearly exposed the error of snch teaching, He
showed that, such is the immense power of inorm%n the
human family, it 18 probable that, wore food plemtiful enough,
wruhﬁm might doubls in some 6ftean years, or even less,

th ineredible essiduily he read and axamined ancient history
and the etatistics of European eouniries and their colonies, for
the confirmation of his theory. He found, for exampls, thet
after the great pestilences whioh had from time t0 time revaged
Buropean staies, the murviving populstion had been so well
fed and housed thet it had been enabled to replace the blanks
laft by deatha vsually in a very fow years—in twenty years
in several inatances.

Turning to the oolonies of (lreat Brifain in the TUnited
Btates, Malthua confirmed what the grest piomeer of all
progress in politiosl economy, Adam Smith, had noted, namely,
that tha eolonists of those Btates had donbled sincs their settla..
ment in considerably less than twenty-five years in some cases,
withont faking inte sccount sny fresh immigretion. In an
artiola in the Eoeyelopmdis Britannios, written by Malthus,
he givea most accurately the figares of the doubling of the

ulation of the Tnitad Btates from the yesr 1790 until 1820 ;

and shows, from statistics, that very few immigrants had arrived
from Eorope during this period. Making ample allowance
for the contingent for such immigration, Malthus showed that,
from 1790 to 1814, the population of the States had more than
doubled. Hence he wis led to the following expression :—
* Population, wheo anchecked, goes on denbling every twenty -
five years, or increases in a geometrical Tatio.”

He nextshows that the tendency of sgricaltural m&ucﬁ fit
for the food of man is to increase very much more slowly than
man conld increass. This has been termed the #law of agri-
oultural inorease,” and ja very essily understood by taking an
example, TLet va grant that the average quantity of wheai
that can be grown at present on an aorae of in England
is thirty bushels. Tt would be clearly impossibles to suppose that
in 25 years 60 bushels per nore could be produced ; in 50 years,
120 hushels, and 50 on. Whereas, the tendency of population

to double in from 12 to 256 yesrs is olear enongh, when it is

remembered that the homan femtle commences to be capable
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of nction at about fifteen and continnes so until forty.
five, in this climate. Were Furopean wemen to marry a
eorly as the Hindoo women do, there would be a possibility,
if food were forthcoming, of & doubling of the populstion
some fifteen years or less

Mr. Malthue ologely examined the statistica of European
nations when ke wrote in 1805, Befors the commencement
of this century, he found thatthe time taken for doub of
the ulations of Europe was often as t as some five
b years. This remark had been anticipated by Adam
Smith, who had all the materisle, hod he sufficiently reflected
on them, to have written acorately on the Fopulation Question,
#ince he also wag acqeainted with the rapid doubling of civi-
lised peoples, when they had been conveyed to new and fertile
celomies swoh as the United States. Hers, then, was the con.
-clusion of Malthus, whioh is perfectly obvious when it is clearly
siated. Whenever g;:npull.tian. in Europe or elsewhare, fuils to
double itself as rapidly ae it does in new countries, it must he
wvhecked in some way or other. Proceeding s little further, he
adds that it must either be chedked by there being fewer births
ora ter number of deaths. Whatever tends to produce a
&m number of births is included by Malthus among the
preventtve checks to population: whatever leads to a greater !
number of deaths, among the poslive checks.

Hig travels thro hnsEnmsa were mainly directed towards
the inquiry as to what kind of check wae &r:valam in each
European state. In sncient times, he saw t the positive
«cheoks to sopulatum:. hod everywhore extensively prevailed.
Plagues and famines, with war and infanticide, had been the
«<checks in Greeps and Rome, a& now in China and Hindostan.
In the Europe of hia day, all of these positive checks existed,
in greatly diminished proportions, indeed, but still they were
far from wnknown. The extrema prevalence of oy,
however, struck him in all the oivilised statee of Europe which
he then visited. He noticed that, in many paris of the Con-
tinent, where the death-rate was lower than uﬁawhﬂa, it was '
the custom for the women to vory late in life. In one
<canton of Switzerland, where comfort and longevity wore most
motable, Malthus found, on enquiry, that it wes the vostom for |
the epinsters to delay their bridal day till long after the age of
thirty. On the other hand, wherever warn sarly,
and the birth.rate was high, he found om investigetion that -
the death-rate was alno above the avarags.

From this experience of his, he wes led fo the conclusion



