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INTRODUCTION.

TaE subject of these few pages is of iteelf of the highest importance.
To no people on earth can it be destitute of interest; snd to onrselves
at this tima it may well take precedence of all others,

The stiff phrase * elective franchise” mesns the right of choics, aud &
moment’s reflention will show us that those who choose the rulers are
tha virlual governors; and thue the guestion, " Who ehell vote T re-
splves iteall into the question, * Who ehall rule ™ If ever » grave
thems cams befors an sarneet people, this is one. We shall need all the

.. discoveriea of former time, and all the wisdom of our owa, to do it jus-
tice ; and even with all these, we may deferentially exclaim, * Who is
sullicient for this thing 1"

But whils thuy impressed with pur great reaponsibility, let ua not forget
that cowardice iz no element of safety. We have not officionsly gone
out of the heaten track of duty to meddle with this matter. Tt lios full
before us, and will allow of no evasipn. The stern neceesity of present
eonsideration lies upon us,—the grand panel of the nation,—the present
voters of our grest republic; and the sacrificed dead and the helpless
living unite to remind us in loving csrnesineas,  for this end were yu
born "

The suthor, in his search for precedents, has gleaned from the whole
field of the past. Gresce and Rome, and all the iotervening govero-
ments send their tributes of experience. Our BEuropean fathers are
brought to the witnees-stand, and after them appear cur ofn wize men
from Parrice Hewzy down to Epwarp Eveaerr. The amount of vala-
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able testimony here condensed is very great, and could not be attained
otherwise without muech time and expense. We here have the voice of
the wise and good spesking to us in grapd harmony, snd juet at the time
when the counsel is needed, .

‘W sre ealled upon to fix, or at least to initiate, n new order of things
Tor hulf u coutinent! We have wprooted the Thistle end Jamestown
weed from the Sowthern soil ; how snd with what shall we plant it snew ¢
We find society there actuslly made up of extremes—of white men and
bleck men slike unfit for responsibility and trast! What fearful male.
rinls of which to build the greut temple of peace apd safety ! OF the
formor dynssty we have as muoch to deplore a8 to remember; not a
charred besm from the old building will serve us for the new! The
formér strnctnre as & whole was & warning, and ite details each a sepa-
rate disgrace. The mangled ruine around which Ezea gethered the
remoant of Isra¢l, were s good sesortment of stome and timber com-
pered with thoee ameng which we now waik in the Boath at onee in
sorrow and angor,

Bhall we then call the former architéects to build for us? They set
their own house upon shifiing eande and made it lean 2o 82 to fall opon
oarg! They had laws to prodoge and protect crime throngh a few pene-
rations, and to ensure ruic of the whole State at the last. What they
have suffered and what we have barely escaped should make ue careful
for evaer, -

Whatever elze ia doubtful, this ia clear,—our Rebel leadera maat never
retuen to power, However we mey pass over their forfeited lives, per-
petusl baniehment from citizenship is theirs. Betier leave the field in
continoal fallow, than pthtr aguin the taree and choat aa bresd for the
nation. If the loysl black may not yet vote, the rebel white must not,—
** Be just and fear mot,” i the true watchword of the day.



CHAPTERIL

Grecian and Romsn coptoms of Representation snd mode of Voting—
Canae of their dowofall—English Nation durifg the Fendal Age—
Magna Chartsr—Frequency of elections under William IIL ‘and
Charlos IT—Elsctions in Ireland— Representation in the British Ameri.
can Colonies. :

Among all the absorbing questions of the day now dis-
cussed, relative to the future policy snd well-being of the Ameri-
can Republie, there is no one that in paramount to that of tho
righta aud privileges which belong to the people in their individ-
ual political capacities; particularly since the recent sbortive
attempt to overthrow the Government of the Nation has had the
effect to change, very materially, the character and political ca-
pacities and rights of » large class of the community who, here-
tofore, have been debarred, exeept incidentslly, of those righta
which have been confined, a3 & general rule, to the privileged
classes.

Ag precedents, however, 88 well as interesting matters of his-
tory, before entering directly upon the subject in ghestion, we
ghall citc those of ancient Greece and of Rome, as well as that
of the mpre modern Kingdom of Great Britain—from which our
ancestors undoubtedly borrowed much of tho system upon which
our own iz based,—ns examples of the dangers and disorders
whioh have arisen from the earliest periods down even to the
present hour, from the abuge of the political powers entrusted to
the general populuce, ns well as the too great abridgment of their
undoubted rights and privileges.

The ancient Greeks and Romana had but very imperfect notions
of the value of representation ; the number and power of their
popular assemblies were so great and so linble to disorder, ps to
render it & provident measure with them to be guarded in diffus-
ing the privileges of free citizens. Not s tenth part of
the people of Athens were admitted to the privileges of voting



in the assemblies of the people, and, indeed, nine-tenths of the
inhabitants throughout all Gireece were slaves.

During the mest-flourishing period of the Athonian Demoers-
ey, every citizen of the age of eighteen had a right to hold of-
fice, and to give a vote at the assemblies of the people. The
most crowded assemblies rarely exceeded 8000, though Attica con-
tained 20,000 citizens, All were reckoned citizens whose parents
were such. To nssume unlewfully the righta of a citizen was
punished by being sold into slavery. The assemblies of the peo-
ple were convened by magistrates, and the chairman or president
presided st them, and proposed the subject to be diseussed, and
kad the bills, which had been previously prepared and sanctioned
by the eenate, (for the fundamentsal law allowed mone others to
be considered,} recited, and gave permission to the oraters to
apeak, though the liberty of addressing the people on the subjeet
was open to all. The chairman also put the ‘question to vote,
whether to sdopt or reject the proposition. The sssembly had
the right te vary or alter it. The people generally voted by
show of hands, and sometimes by ballot. They voted by tribes
{of which there were ten,) but & majority of the whole assembly,
collectively, decided. z

It was owing to this eystem of asgembling the people in rasees,
znd mot by representation, to make laws; and from a want of
well-defined and distinetive departments, that that celebrated Re-
public terminated its career in anarchy and despotism.

8o, aleo, in ancient Rome, no teste of property or character
were required ; and ns the people assembled within the walls of
that City in immense masses, not merely to vote, but to make
laws, it produced the ntmost snarchy and corruption, and has
justly been regarded as precipitating the fall of that Common-
wealth, The Roman slaves were not repregented, and Rome ex-
creised the right of ubsolute sévereignty over the dominions of
ite auxiliaries, The Roman citizens, who exclusively exercised
28 voters the power of government, bore, therefore, & very small
proportion in numbers to the gross amount of inhabitants. The
Roman mode of passing laws, and voting, wae under great checke,
during the best period of the Government. When & law was
proposed and disenseed, the people proceeded to vote. The origi-
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nal mode of voting was viva voce, but at o later period it-was by »
ballot, and applied equally to the election of magistrates, to publie
trials, and to making and repesling lawa. The people were made
to pass over & narrow plank inte an enclosure, where certain of-
ficers delivered to every voter two tablets, one for and one against
the proposition, and each person threw into a chest which
of them he 'pleased, and they were pointed off, and the greatest
number of pointa either way determined the sense of the voice
of the whole people, who either passed or rejected the Jaw.*
The English nation, during the Feudal Age, enjoyed the bless-
ings of populsr representation, and the knights, citizens and bur-
geases were intended to represent the farmers, merchants and
manufscturers, who composed the several orders and clasges of
people of which the nation was composed.t But the mutations
of time snd commorse, says Justice KeNT, in depopulating an-
cient boroughs, and in establishing new cities, and great manufae-
turing establishments, without any dire¢t parliamentary repre-
sentation, changed the structure of the House of Commons, and
rendered it, in theory at least, & very inadequate and imperfect
organ of the will of the nation. But, notwithstanding the great
imperfoctions, st thiz early period, of the constitution of the
English House of Commons, nevertheless, in all perfods of Eng-
lish History, it felt strongly the vigor of the popular prineiple.
While on the Continent of Europe the degeneracy of the feu-
dal system, the nfluence of the Papal hierarchy, the politieal
maxims of the imperial or eivil law, and the force of standing
armiss, extinguished the freedom of the Gothic Governments,
and abolished the representation of the people; the English
House of Commons ¢ontinued to be the asylum of Eurepean lib-
erty. And when we take into consideration the admirable plan
of their judicial polity, and those two distinguished guardians of
civil liberty, trial by jory, and the freedom of the press, it is no
longer & matter of astonishment that the mation, in full posses-
sion of these incetimable blessings, shonld enjoy grenter seeurity
of person and property than was ever enjoyed in Athens or

*Mitford's Greece, vol. i. p. 364, 367. Keot's Com., vol. i. part 2, p.
232,

#1 Blackstone's Commentaries, p. 174.
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Hparta, Carthage or Rome, or in any of the commonwealths of
Italy during the period of the middle ages.

Agreeably to the English historians there existed no delibern-
tive legislative assembly in England prior to the reign of Henry
I11., which was the era of the establishment of Magnz Charta,
and the introduction of popular representation in England, and
of the establishment of the House of Commons, in the time of
Henry II1. and Edward I. By its provisions no taxation was
to be imposed but by Parlisment, which was to consist of the
higher clergy and nobility, and the tenants of the chief under
the crown.

Under the reform acts and down to the present period, the
nemes of electors are required to be registered and to possess
certain property gualificationa.

The scheme of representation, a8 a smbstitute for a meeting of
the citizens in person, being but imperfectly known, it is in more
modesn times that we are to expect examples more instructive
and analogous to our own particular case.

The history of this branch of the English Constitotion, snte-
rior to the date of Magna Charts, is too obscure to yield instrue-
tion. The very existence of it has been made & question among
political antiquarinns. The earliest records of subsequent date -
prove that Parliaments wore to sit only every year, not that they
were to be elsctéd every year. And even these annual sessions
were left so much at the direction of the monsrch that, under
various pretexts, very long and dangerous intermissions were of-
ten contrived by royal ambitions. To remedy this grievance, it
was provided by a statute, in the reign of Charles II., that the
intermission should not be protracted beyond n period of three
years. On the aecession of William IIL., when a revolution
took place in the Government, it was declared to be among the
fundamental rights of the pcople that Parlinments ought to be
held frequently; and under Charles IL, it was expressly enacted
that a new Parliament shall be called within three years after the
determination of the former.* From these facta it appears that

* For an interesting history of this subject see Blackstone's Com.,
vol. i, chap. ii. p. 145.



