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THE

Pictovian Alaturalist.

Vou IX.—No L. MAY, 1203, No. 101.

FIELD NATURALISTS CLUR OF VICTORIA.

Tue ordinary monthly meeting was held in the Royal Society’s
Hall on Monday evening, 14ih March, Professor W. Baldwin
Spencer, president of the Club, was in the chair, and there was an
atiendance of some 5o members and (riends.

LIGRARIAX'S REFORT.

The hon, librarian  reported  the receipt of the following
donations to the library ;—" The Geelong Naturalist,” quarterly,
Nos. 1,2, and 3, from Gordon College Field Nataralisis® Associa
tion ; “Technics,” jourmal of Stawell Technical Coliege, 15t
February, 18g2, from Sawell School of Mines; * Records
Anstralisn Mupsenm,” wvol. 1, No.o 11 (Index), from Auseum ;
“#Catlogue Marine Shells of Australiz and Tasmanin® patt 1.,
from Museom ; * Journal New York Microscopical Saciety,” vol,
viii, part 1, from Society.

ELECTION OF MEMIIER.

On a ballot being aken, 3Mr. H. Quiney wus elecied a member
of e Club.

FAPER.

T'he vnly paper of the evening was communicated by Professor
W, Baldwin Hpencer, on "A Trip to Cueensland in Search of
Cermiodps,”  Special interest attaches to this form, since it is the
Auvstralian  representative of o small group of annaals (the
Dhipnoiy  which s intermediate between the fishes and the
amplibia. Ceratodus has its home in the Mary and Buroes
Rivers in Quesnstand, whilst its ally, Lepidosiren, is found in the
Amazon, and another relative, Protopterus, fourishes in the
waters of tropical Alriea.  Although unsuccessful in obtaining the
epes of Ceratoduos, owing to the early season, Professor Spencer
was able, lrom a careful study of the surroundings under which
the animal lives, to demonsirate very forcibly that its lung is,
toubtless, of as preat noservice to it during the wet as during the
ey season—a  theory in direct opposition Lo the generally
?.il'l.'i.:[ltl."[i one that it funciions |:|ri|1|;;i||.'||[!.-' l:].lll'illﬂ the (ry season,
when the anjmal is inhabiting a mud-cocoon within the dey bed
of the river. Many interesting specimens, including Ceratodus,
earthworms, land plananans, Penpatus, &c., were secured, and
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shown in illustration of the paper : and the limelight views, pre-
pared from photograghs taken on the trip by I'rofessor Spencer,
and exhilited by Mr. J. Scarle with his usual gkill, were a fitling
accompaniment 1o a highly Interesting paper.
NATUL AL IISTORY NOTE
AMr D Le Soudl read a note communicated by e 1L
tarpard on S Vaisit to the South Daroand [dand, Northern
Queensland.”  Interesting details were given as (o the beche-de-
mer fishery conducted there, and full deseription of = Tern
rookery.
i EXMIBITION OF SPECIMENS.

The meeting terminated with the usual exhibition of specimens,
af which the ﬁ;\!]owin; % a4 IiﬁL:—!’r:.r Afr. E. Andersan,—
Specimen of Thadfiam e, bred from a larva taken at (rishooe
Ly Mr. G. Lyel, jun.; o specimens of Mouoetenin viaoario, brod
from larve distributed by the Rev. Mr Hennell at the January
meeting:  water-colour  drawings  of Menoefenin  rinarie aml
Feelneenne T T iy A, Coles,—Lace Lizard from Dimboota 3
Australian Goshawk; Death Adder, coptored a Monduval, K50W
alter having bitten M. J. AL Simson, of Toomk, whe was
successinlly treated with strychnine and ammonia. By Miss
Cﬂchm,m_'.—]:‘,'iintings of orchids and other  Victorian  wild
towers. By Mr. G French.—Eleven new specics of Australian
Longicorn Beetles, Incloding one néw genas and theee new specics
found in the Berwick and Lilydale distriers, Victona  Namcz
as under :—Mawlin (new genus) piclipennds, Blackburn, new
spcies, Derwick, Victorin—0C, Vrencl ; fefidue {genus new for
Victoria) variegatus, Blackburn, new specics, Lilydale, Vietoria—
C. French ; Betosticta oroeter, Blackburn, new species, Lilydale,
Victoria—i. I'rench ; Pesthon wug.r.'-en‘ﬂ, Elackburn, new F||:lt'C-I'E5..
interior of Queensland ; Lygesis ornete, Blackbum, new sputics,
Oueensland ; Mowokeies  frewechid, Blackburn, new  species,
COneensland ;  Siayrdum levigainn,  Blackbuarn, new  species,
Western Auwstralia ;. Opsidida geethata, Blackburn, new specics,
Western .r"|.115lr.'|li:1; in-rrfdmyrm _,l"ro:.urfn'a', Blackborn, new Sl}ﬂCIES.
Western Australin ; Neostesuws wigra, Dlackburn, pew spectes,
Western Austealia ; Coptorerces tated, Blackburn, new species,
Western  Australia  also Lepidoptera from New Guinea,  Fx-
hititedd by C. Fremch, jun.—Eggs of Glossy This; cggs of
Western Brown Hawk. Dy Mr G Hill,—Victonan Caoleoptera,
By Master Gerald Il —Victorian Hymenoptera,  Exhibited Ly
Baron von Mucller.—"The following plants, collected by Stephen
Tohoson .— Wrightin beecellinna, from Russell River, Quesnsland
——new o science; Pyl fypospodies, from Mount Bartle
Frewe, Orueensland--new to science ; Fugenio jofinsonii, Mount
fartle Frere, CQueensland—new to science ;. Wesnellaodin Boasist
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muetnea, from Fussell River, Queensland @ Cassinie fovis, new for
Victoria, collected by A, J. Campbell, vear Dacchus Marsh
Cuesegthe paticudata, new for Victoria, collected by 5. Jepheot,
Hume River; Fugewda halvaiophylla, V. vo M, Moszman's River,
Cueensland—new to science. v Mr 1 Le Souil—Eges of
the Comb-crested Parra or Lotus Bird. By Mr. Fo Spry.—Larva
of dyarista cosparine (18 days old))

The ordinary monthly meeting of the Club was held at the
Royal Seciety's [all on Monday evening, r1th April.  Professor
W. Daldwin Spencer {president) was in the chair, and there was
a lull attendance of wembers and friends.

KEMOTS ) EXUURSMING.

The first report was read by Professor Spencer, who, together
with Mr O, French, F.I.5, headed an excursion to Fern Tree
Gully on 26th March. ‘The party was weable to get through
much real work, owing to the heavy showers of min which iell @
intervals during the day, but those who remained in the district
for the fnllowing day were more fortunate. Professor Spencer
recorded seven species of earthworms, two of which were new,
together with the same number of land planarans and a fuw
ﬁpn:(;lmuns of Geonewertes + Ar, Freonch n:|HJr14_:-|_'] a fair collection
of beetles, flics, cicadas, and ichnemoons ; Mr. H. I, "lisdall
furnishied a long list of botenical specimens, wcluding a largs
number of fung,  Amongst the former was a rare orchid (O
deptneliile ), recorded for the first time (or Victoria.  Mr. C. Frost
named several birds and five Hzards, one of the Intter { Jdolepisan
eesietiie ) Deing noted for the Dirst time in Augstralia, thoogh found
previously in New Zealand ; whilst M T Steel noted the cunious
land shell, Heltr alraenlorio.

A report of the Club’s e¢xcursion to Merd Creek, tmder the
leadership of Mr, G Sweet, followed.  “I'he peclogists met with
a fine scction showing the basalt resting direcly on the silurian
rock ; bul by far the most interesting objects were the fine
sections of colummnar basalt,  Only a fow of these columngs have
been lefi standing their full height, the soperiorily of the stone
for building purposts making i an object of special interest to
the quarryman. In a special note Mr. Sweel advocated the
emplovment by the Government of some of the unemployed to
clear awnay the efébriz which at preseot somewhat obscures this
remarkable and uncommon formation,

FLECTION F MEMBIERS.

A ballet for new members resulied in the election of Mr Eyre
Williams, B.A., Mr, J. B. Backhouse, M., and JMr. H. Grayson.



