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AUTHOR*E FREFACE

The Author of the present investigation bas either
no justifying reason to offer why his views on the
Freedom of the human Will are here made known
afier so much has been thought and published by
others, and why he may have chosen the most difficult
of wll problems of philosophy as the object of his first
literary effort ;—or if he bave, that justification must
be found in the work itself, Hence all further anz-
iety to justify the undertaking before the public in a
preface, or any effort to excuse it, must necessarily be .
superflopus, or would be vain. ¥ ooly remains then
shat the preface attempt to bring the reader to an un-
derstanding with respect to some of the more external
circomsiances of the writing,



Ly FEREFACE.

To him who at the very commencement may wish
to come as quickly as possible to & clear knowledge of
the book, it may, indeed, seem to be a deficiency, that’
it is not definitely announced at the beginning to what
scientific system the asuthor belongs. It is true that
by makimg such a declaration the introductory sure
vey might be rendered more easy and clear, there
would be ap snéaipation of the results, snd in peneral
an immediate classification might be made. But this
small inconvenience was unavoidahle from the circnm-
stance that the Author did not start out from any fin-
ished system either of enother’s or of his own; nor
was it his design simply to set forth results previously
determined upon, and to encompass them with proofs,
His purpose was rather tosearch out results themselves
and to deduce them from the investigation. Although
not now philosophizing for f.heﬁﬁll:'mﬂ,yet the
Aythor believed that as he had uadertaken to consider
the Freedom of the Will anew, it was obligatory upon
him to preserve the freedom of investigation also as pure
as might be. Philosophical Principles, however,
from which one can proceed to conclusions, have al-
ways appeared to him to be something entirely dif-
ferent from prepared Forme imto which the thoughts
are to be moulded. Much rather are these principles
productive, when, like germs, they are still enveloped,
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and from which, in proportion to the emergy of their
plastic power, the growth of scientific kmowing may

In the presemt condition of science the thoughts
and discoveries of earlier inquirers unquestionably be-
long w the elements and conditions of this developing
process ; and slthough the names of suthors and the
titlas of books are not here quoted, yet whatever of
others the present writing may have appropriated 0

itself, it does not for that reason deny, but would ex-
pressly acknowledge.

The Author found it necessary to dwell more cir-
cometantially vpon Sehelling’s work on the Essence
of human Freedom, innsmuch ss a scientific examina-
tion of that object would of itself more then once lead
to o eonsideration of the work named; and the more
=0, inoe it mot only treats fully of freedom itself and
the most important objects kindred with i, but also
stands in the sirictest connexion with the whole of a
pecoliar seientific system, whose influence upon the
age cannot be misapprehended, and in reference to
which to be ignorant, or to act as if igeotant, would,
to say the least, not be compatible with a living interest
in the present state of German Science.

Without being numbered either among the disciples
or the opposers of Schelling's philosophy, the Autho
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places an infinite value in pursuing fesrlessly his own
coavictions. He believes that he has brought consid-
erations not unimportent against some peculiar tenden-
cies of Schelling’s theory of Freedom; and he did
this openly with no other design then that which lies
at the heart of all the friends of science, vir. that
trath might be promoted. But stll in the exercise
of an unquestionable right he feels assured that duty
bas not been violated, nor did he ever lose sight of
the regard due to that scientific man.

Besides, it were to be wished, (and the presemt
essay may at lesst contribute a share to oocasion it,)
that some impartial judge skilled in the system might
subject the philosophical views of Bchelling, especially
his theory of Freedom in its strict conexion with
- other the most important objects of religion and phi-
losophy, to a more thorough and serutinizing examing-
tion, than from the pature of the case could heve been
undertaken by his friends or enemies immediately
after the publication of the first impression when all
was yet excitement.

Buttenhausen, July 24, 1820,

Guosraves Feaomiano Bocksaanmxuen.
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As the Author of the following Essay, when
presenting it to the learned of Germany where works
of science and deep thought abound much more than
with us, did not think proper to offer any other justifi-
cation of his procedure than what was to be found in
the essay iself, it is certain that were be sill living
be would feel not indebtedness to the Tranalator, if, in
offering it the lovers of philesophical discussion in his
own country, he should presume to accompany it with
& laboured apology. The Fasay must, therefore, be
left to cary within itself its own apology, or its con-
demnation. Kt may be observed in general terms,
however, that the points brought to view in the follow-
ing pages ere discuseed with modesty but yet with
mantiness. The essay is short but comprehensive, com-
prising all the moat important objects connected with the
Will. It does not pursue out into all their ramifications
and detail the topies started, but sbounds rather in first
principles. Like the writings of Lord Bacon “it is
full of the seeds of things.” Professor Tholuck of
Halle, so well dnd so favourably known in this country
both as a scholar and a8 Christian, sud not less as @



