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INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

Brrwees the enunciated word upom the human lips and ita
corregpondent idea in the humen mind there is no natural and no
necessary sonnection. Langoage, when viewed in the light of an
invention, must be conpidered as the applioation of sound to the
purposes of the conveyance of thought ; and so viewed, appears the
mightiest of all the nchievementa of combining intellect.

Considered, however, a8 & divine endowment, most strikingly
gimple, indeed, is the providential mrrangement. The intellect
might be stored with treasares of insstimable knowledge; the
imagination may be all gorgeous with vivid imegery; the bosom
may throb with hesying emotions; yet, withont thin magic key to
unlock their sourses, they must bu suffocated in sgonized silence.
Man wonld be a virtual idiot, thongh endowed with the loftisst
eapacity, snd a real hermit, though surrounded with the densest
socity. Yel, mark how gimple the spparatns which Providence
has adjosted to the most exalted purposes. Tha whole process is
performed, the whole object is guined, by sound — vox eb preteres
nibil. Withic some prolifie intellect wwakes to new existence the
eloquent thought, seizes the buocyent sonnd, and fits, a living mes-
senger, & winged faney, throngh liquid sir, and descending npon
tha congenial organ, and melting into other minds, becowmes » thrill-
ing impulse to surrounding thousands. Ey an analogous process,
the word becomes assooiated with the written charscter, and tha
mighty conception of one master spirit spacds a more than lightning
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10 OOLLEGIATE ADDBESSRS.

flight, through spase and time, to far distant continents and far
soming centuries.

Amidst the remaina of antiquity there are two preéminont lan-
guages, that stand in uorivalled solitude, the magnificent deposi-
tories of departed genine. Other nations bave indeed existed, and
they rise npon the imagination like shadows, vast and magnificent,
indeed, yat shadows still. But our own ancestral traditions are
scarce more familiar to our youthful ears, than the glorious recollec-
tion of Gresian arts and Rowan arms.  Who bas not bean often and
eloguently told that they reared in noblest grace the srebitectural
colomn, they drew the moat thrilling melody from the silent shell,
they gave the moat speaking lifs to the senlptared marbla? Their
aria have been the amateur's rplured adwmiration, their eloguence
the scholar's model, their heroism the pateiol’s inspiration. Philos-
ophy first lectored in their lyoeums, liberty thundered her undging
echoes in their formms, and postry peopled their secneries with

+ forma of Living idesl beauty, until every forest, dale, and hill,
became clmiu and .congecrated, and ““net & mowntsin reared ita
bead woemng,”

Objections ere often, tndeed, expressed against the study of the
productions of ancient genius. Wa frequently hear it complained
that they have a too little practioal character, and too feebly avail
the young champion upon the arens, and amid the bustle of lLife's
arduous contest. Be it so. But might T suppest that excitement
is too much the charscteristin of the age— that the youthfol polee
beats but too early, and too intensely for the maddesing contest;
that tho vortex of the political whirl is but teo sbsorbing, and faaci.
pates too freuently tl!a ardent eye of young ambition? May I ask,
should there not exist at lemst a clasg, loss practical, if you pleass,
retired from the intoxication of the active spirsnts, of gentler nerve
and n:uldnr t-ona, who love the classic greve and the academic hall,
and who there, in their sphore of quieter usefulness, might form an
allaying element amid the ferment end the whirl; who might
temper the distempered pulaations of the young aspirant, rushing to
the contest, and bofore he engages, form bim to gentler tastes, and
‘open to him, in his own mind, slemants and traits which he would
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mever discover amid the rush of the mmltitade; who might diapense-
precepts of integrity, stigmatized, indead, as impracticable, by the
hackneyed adept, yet so effeetive ag to guard his steps in many &
trying moment, and clayate his views in mony & depressing hoar;
who might store hiz imagination with generons and lofty conoeptiona,
promounced, indesd, romantic, by the common-place, yet e0 enno-
bling in effect #s to exalt his natare, to render him the inspirer of
Iofty coficeptions, illustrions purposes, and animated action in other
minds ; who might, in fine, creste within hiz scul an entire depart-
ment of miellectual resources, denounced as worthless, indeed, by
the utilitarian, 2od totally beyond the reach of the arithmeticizn’s
fizures and the economist’s senlos, which, thoogh they may add not
ons farthing to his estate, nor ona inch to hia specessful eareer of
ambition, may eonstitute, ia his cwn breast, & treasure which the
Tondies conld not buy, a moral elovation o which the presidential
ehair aonld not exaltt

There are places and times in whick it is emphatieally the rage
for people to be proctiesl ;—and practical they are with 2 vengeance.
This feeling is sometimes extended into mn affectation of barbarism.
There is abrond a apirit of literary funsticiem, thet under the pre-
tenes of ultre-ntilitarianism, would, we might think, with ona
flourish of tho toreh of {maor, send the whols world of classic liters-
tare to join the ssheg of the Alexandrian Library. Making the five
Bensed supreme umpire, it estimates the valme of apy object by its
transmatability into conmmable material. I, foo, wonld claim to
be an advooate of atility ; but not of such o utility as they would
propose.  True utility wonld prompt us ever to store the youthful
character with generons sentiments, refined taste, and varied sequi
gitions. In o doing, we shonld commuuicats many a fact, and
many a principle, which the scholar might subeequently have, in
fxct, no actual ocoesion to uee ; which some would, therefore, pro-
nmounce useless; but of which any liberally educated geutleman
would blush to be ignorant. A lawyer, or & minister, may vever,
in the conrse of his professional life, have occasion to mention the
faot that Jupiter was the snpreme deity of Grecian mythology ; and
yet who would not smile in eontempt, if such & man, on such & b
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joct, abould expose his ignorance? A countless multitude of facts,
whols departments of knowledge, may exiet in the mind, which the
possessor 18 never called to apply in practice, but the acquirement of
which has communicated » discipline to the powers, end the possas-
gion of which presents & richness and a range of thonght that eonsti-
tute alone the completely sccomplished character. True uiility
wonld dictate that to such s model shonld be formed the edueated
gentlsman of our lend, — a character whers every nerve of the mind,
hes received its full training, every department of the intelleot has
besn s0 stored, and every weight of the charactar o equipcised, as to
present that olject, on earth mast gupremely beantiful to the mental
aye, the finished model of complete intallestual symmeatry.

It hez beon sometimes complained that the youthful wind should
80 long ba smployed upon mere language—amply words—worde—
words. But how much are mankind poverned by theee same words !
The philosopher, who snid that words were things, pronounced sn
apothegm of far more wisdom than pretence. Things they are, and
powerful thinge too. To obtain the mastery of the energiss of lan-
guage, to scguire the art by which the marshalled array of sentences
outrivals In gigantic sffet the marshalled avray of bayonets, to possess
the magie mystery of binding in the fascinakion of uttered syllables,
and roling with move than imperial swsy the wildemess of free minds
—+thase are ohjsots for which ambition beliovea that yeors of toil are 2
cheap regnisition. But whet metbod betier than classic siudy for
the acquirement of such & mestery of language? Not only does
the student, by a knowledge of etymology, soquire new perceptions
of the force of a large part of bis own language, but from the com-
- parison with a far different sttuctnre than any which sny modern
language affords, be acquires new idems of the meobanism of Jan-
guage, and mew powers of collocation and arrangement. He is
obliged to pass from the circle of hia own little voeabulary, and
ranpe and rapsack throwgh the whole extent of lexicography, to
oquip the idea which bis author oblizes him to elothe in worda.
Hence every langaage lesson is, in effect, an effort at composition,
in which a given ides is propounded, for which the echolar ia to sup-
* ply the phraseclogy. The whole mass of English lies funded in his



