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Commontoerltl of Mussuchusetts,

REPORT.

The Metropolitan Park Commission presents herewith ita
fourth annosl report.

The work of this Commission, and especially the matters
to be presented in this report, cannot be fully understood
without some knowledge of its previous reports snd of the
legislation under which it has acted. Tt will be a manifest
convenience, therefore, to briefly review both at the ontset
of this report.

The sabject of & Metropolitan Park System was diseussed
and the general plan outlined in a report made Jan. 1, 1893,
by a prelimioary commission, appointed to consider the ad-
vieability of laying out ample open spaces in the vicinity
of Boston. 'That report pointed out the Metropolitan com-
munity of life and interests in the cities and towns for
twelve miles about Boston, enumersted the dominant féat-
ures of this Metropoliten area in the order of their impor-
tance, and suggested a method of secnring and holding
them as open spaces for exercise and recreation. As a
resalt, the Metropolitan Park Act, chapter 407, Acts of
1843, was passed, and this Board sppointed, with adequate
powers to carry out ite provisions in & Metropolitan District
of thirty-seven cities sod towns. An appropriation of
$1,000,000 was at the same time provided by a loan from
the Commonwealth on its forty-yeer bonds, to be repaid by
yearly assessments upen the distriet, according to a rate to
be determined each five years by a separste commission to
be appointed by the supreme court. The yearly expense
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of care and maintenance was to be assessed at the same
rate. Various minor acts have since been passed, to enable
the Board to cerry ont to it foll intention the trmat thus
created. The confidence thus reposed in this Board as well
as its lnbors were materially increased by chapter 288 of the

Acts of 1884, vaually called the Boulevard Act, which em- '

powered it to connect any public cpen space with any part
of the district. An appropriation of $500,000 under this
act was intended to provide for a suitable approach to the
Blue Hills and to the Middlesex Fells. The loan for this
last appropriation is known as Metropolitan Parks Loan,
Series Two, and the others have been grouped as Metro-
politan Parke Lioan, Series One, and Charles River Loan.
In its last report the Board described the reservations
which had been acquired nnder the Park Acts. Blue Hills,
twelve miles to the south of the State House, and Middleeex
Fells, five miles to the north, were reported to have been
taken as great reservations of wooded wild lands; Stony
Brook, & smaller reservation, five miles to the sounth, had
been taken to frame the picture of the Great Blue in a
future parkway from Bussey Woods of the Boston Park
System to the Blue Hills; Hemlock Gorge, on tha opper
Charles, and Beaver Brook, to the north-west, — the latter
celebrated for its great oaks and its brook famous in Lowell's
poem, — had been taken as spots of rarest beauty and inter-
est. About all the banks of Charles River to Watertown not
already in other public ownership, and three miles of Revere
Beach to the north-east, had also been acquired as the beat
selections of river-bsuk and sea-shore within the Metro-
politan District. Land to form pert of the West Roxbury
Parkway from Bussey Woods to Stony Brook Woods had
also been taken, and transferred to the city of Boston for
care and development ; while the tiny quarter mile of King's
Beach, at the extreme north-emst corner of the district,
which hud been taken to encourage Swampscott to acquire
its neighboring Blavey Beach, was soon to be transferred to
that town to care for at its own expense. Within the larger
woods reservalions, it waa also reported, the dead trees and
underbrash had been largely cleared awny, and & consider-
able number of prelimivary roads and paths built on the
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line of former eart paths, and opened at once to the public.
Even this development was more than had been at first con-
templated, but had been found mecessary to prevent fires,
and to eatisfy the plainly manifested desire of the public
to make immediste use of the reservations. The smaller
woods reservations had been merely cleared of rubbish nnd
the more important trees cared for. On Charles River no
development had been provided for or undertaken. At
Revere Beach no development had been possible, because of
the magnitade of the preliminary problems to be solved,
- but progress in the solution of these problems was reported.

Under the Boulevard Act the Board at the same time
reported that a plan had been adopted to provide on the
south & broad and essy road or parkway between the Blue
Hilla and Mattapan Squarve, where copnection would be
made with the Boston Park System through Blue Hill
Aveunne to Franklin Park, and on the north a similar park-
way between Bears' Den snd Pine Hill, the two southern-
most points of the Middlesex Fells, and Broadway Park,
Somerville, which lies oo the outer edge of the dense popu-
lation, two and one-half miles from the State Honse. Land
bad been ncquired for portions of the latter in Malden and
Medford, and conmstruction begun. Land had also been
acquired, mostly by gift, for an additional parkway along
Mystic Lakes and Abbajona River from West Medford to
Winchester close by the Fells, and construction of & drive-
way begun,

These latter takings and construction and the lands to be
taken for Blue Hills Parkway were then estimated to require
the entire appropriation under the Boulevard Act. Detailed
reasons were given to explain the necessity for an additional
appropriation of $500,000 to complete the work already
undertaken under the Park Acts. No appropriations for
new work were asked for under either act, Decause it wae
felt that, although a larger part of the entire plan outlined in
the report of the preliminary commission had been carried
ont than was snpposed possible under the appropriations
first made, none tha less a fuller understanding of the whole
matter made it seem right to pause and ask the Legislature
to determine the comrse to be thereafter pursued. The




