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PREFACE,

THE writer of these pages, observing the great
interest with which young people peruse the “Taves
oF A GRANDPATHER,” has often regretted that the
historics of other countries were not written in the
same entertaining and instructive manner as that of
Scotland. By Sir Walter’s methad history ceazes
to be a tedious task to the young, and its page
becomes the means of beguiling wany an hour
which would otherwise be consumed in the perusal
of those idle works of fiction with which, to the
great detriment of youth, our aubsmptmn llhrann::sl
pow abound. .

The Author has devoted some hours of leisure to
the compilation of the earlier history of Denmark,
and the following pages form a part of the work,
which he intends to contioue to the era of the
Reformation.
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FIRST PERIOD.

FROM THE EAELIEAT AGES TO THE TIMES OF ANBGARITIA, WHO
FiBST PEEACHAD THE GOATHL 1IN THE NORTH.

INTRODUCTION.

W find great difficulty in giving a correct view of the
first agea of any ecovntry, on azcount el the aecumolation of
fublea, which alwaye confuses this period of history, To
separate the simple facts from the mass of enperincucmbent
fiction is, indeed, 5 task 30 leborious, that the writer of these

gres would shrink from t, did he not reflect that great
orbearance is always pxtendod to those who on in such
8o undertaking. In fall confidence of thia indu \ We
shall at once give the sources whenee any informstion can be
had regarding the early history of Denmark. These ary, in
the Hest instance, the languapge, auch as it appears in old
wriﬁnﬁa,md the analogy which it bears to olher languages;
secondly, the monuments of those early pericds which are
still extant; and, thirdly, the traditions given us by those
old chroniclers whose writings have been preserved, and
which, after being carefully examined by competent arche-
ologista, have gince been republished.
nfusion and difficolty have sprung up from the inti-
mate connexion which was muintuingd between the three
Beandinavian nations, and whick was founded cn similarit
of religi faith ae well ms close family ties. The ol
chroniclers were nnfortunately api, in their mistaken na-
tional pride, to deviate from the strict truth, and to transfer
such valiant deeds as had been performed by one nation to
the history of that country in which the writers were per-
sonally most interested. sequently, it became necessary,
in many instances, to m:ugra various writers, and to weigh
the internal evidence of the facts which they state, before
any certain conclusion coald be formed from their worke. To
give instances of this foolish rivalry, we will mention the
celebrated old Bwedish writer, Eudbeck, who proved, to his
own entire stisfaction, that the garden of Eden waa origin-
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ally placed in the valleys of Delecarlin ; and another
Bwedish writer of high m.ndi.um Doctor Bang, has asserted,
that Adam's first earthly toils were begun in Sweden.
Lyscander, the voyal historiographer of Christian the
Fourth of Denmoark, came to the conclusion that Noah and
his family had settled in Jutland after landing from the
grk; and the Cimbed as well as all the sneestors of his royal
master, came thue in & direct line from Moah's son, Japhet.
An archhishop of Sweden, Joho Magnus, went so far as fo
invent a long list of kings named by no other historian: he
even relates circumstantislly the setivus done by them, that
he might seeure to the history of his own country the
honour of cxtending farther back than that of Denmark.

We will, however, pass aver these singularly speculative
ideas, and rather endesvour to trace what information may
be geined from the lan itaclf. In this investization we
ﬁmﬂfhul the old I}anigaﬁ?ﬂguﬂge Waa nrigina.!]%he BRME
as that spoken at the present day in Teeland. e latter,
again, differs little from that in which the most ancient of
northern chronfeles are written, So little has the leelandic
language varied, that deeds for the conveyance of property
which were exeputed in the eleventh century can yet be
m&i]}é read end understoed by the intelligent farmers of that

and.

W find, further, that the Teelandic lan , together
with the Dapish, Norwepian, and Bwedish, ngut;ge; ATE TIOW
spoken, haa & striking resemblance in its rooie, consraction,
and even in man{L its wards, to those dislects which are
now spoken by the people who inhabit the Crimea, and
thowe whe [ive on the borders of the Coepinn Sea. These
have &ll been found to bave a close conoexion with the
Sanecrit langmage ; and we think, therefore, that we are not
presumptuous if we infer, from this affinity of IW"
that it was from the continent of Asia, and particu from
India, those races emigrated which first peopled the North
of Europe. It seems almost impossible to determine the

bable period of this emigration ; but, from various tra-

itions, we may state that it happencd about 2500 years

before Christ. Many are rather inclined to the opinion,
that the wilde of Scandinavia were only peopled as late as
about 1000 yesrs before Christ, when two races, called
Finners and Celta, are suid to have arrived. The firat-
named people are thought to bave been some Jewish tribe,
which had fled thus far north from the miseries which so
often visited their own land.
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Having thue slightly directed attention to the language
of Denmark as one source of information, we will now furn
to those monumental buildings which still exist. We find
here, however, very little which can throw light on the
subject. While over the south of Europe there are scat-
tered many ruins, which are still so perfect that they
frequently afford 2 clue to the ancient histories of the
countries in which they exist, the North cannot boast of
E‘;unt‘ing to the antiquarian eny monuwments whercon to

ild his theories with any thing Like certainty.

Tomuli, or barrows, have been discovered of varions
sizes, and in thes there bave been found many interesting
- relica of past :glca Wharlike weapona, tools, curisus gten-

gila, and sepulchral urns, have teen collected from these,
and they have been placed in mus=eums, as interesting re-
gords of the gradual advancement of mrt fram those early
times when the rode wedge and bammer were formed of
stone, to the period when metal came into use, and waa
converted into the required forms by means of the forge.
Bitill neither in these collections, nor in the stone-hills which
servedd as altars for the heathen teligion, not in the cham-
bera of the sopulehrea, can there be found any clue to the
history of the ancient inhabitants of these lande. The tools
aml weapoms, we know, were generslly boried with the
dead, that they might serve them in the day of that resur-
rection, of which even the most barbarous nations eeem to
bave had a netural anticipation; but ne inecriptions on
these utensils shew to whom they have belonged, mor at
what period they were thus deposited.

We now come to the setiree of information which we men-
tioned asthe last ; pamely, the traditions which were trans-
mitted from one gemeration to gnother, and were then in &
collected form preserved in manuseripts,

The Roman and Greek authors have only slightly noticed
the gm%]raphf atrd bistory of that part of the world which
was to them its very end—its ® Cltima Thule;” and, conse-
quently, we meet hers with much disappeintment. The
might have derived much information from the Carthegi-
niahs, who were the most navtical pecple of the ancient
world, and who visited frequently the northern seas. But,
unfortunately for us, the Romang did their work of destrie-
tion so well, that we have none of the Carthaginian writings
left us, which might possibly bave given us much valuable in-
formation. Numﬂumns vigusly succeeded in ac-
guiring any knowledge from the Carthaginians regarding the



