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PREFACE

—

An account of the presidential campaign of 1832, it may
be well to state, cannot be confined solely. to that presiden-
tial year, as might perhaps be done with a present day na-
tional cammpaign. Today our sharply differentiated, perma-
nently organized parties have a definite political machinery
which functions rapidly and efficiently in designating their
candidates and in stating the platforms upon which they will
go before the country. Consequently our national cam-
paigns now are limited wholly to the presidential year, one
might almost say to the time embraced between April and
November of that year. This speed and precision of oper-
ation is due largely to our superior means of travel and
communication,

Presidential campaigns during the period 1824-1832 were
facilitated by no such present-day means as railroads, tele-
graphs, telephones, good roads and aptomobiles.  Then, the
circulation of both individual and information was limited by
such speed as could be extracted from equine motive power
traveling over roads which often hardly merited the name.
This state of affairs the river steamboat did little to improve
owing to its limited application. For this, if for no other
reason, presidential campaigns were of much longer dura-
tion then than now. In addition, it was a period of political
change; new parties were developing, party principles were
becoming fixed, and new methods of choosing candidates
were being tried. All these causes operated to make the
presidential campaign of the period an affair of never less
than two years' duration. That such was the case is shown
by the fact that the campaign of 1824 was well under way
before the close of 1822, that of 1828 began as soon as its
predecessor closed, and the opening of that of 1832, by no -
stretch of imagination, can be put later than July 4, 1830,
the date Clay’s campaign for the presidency was launched.
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For these reasons then, any adequate treatment of the cam-
paign of 1832 necessitates considerable attention to much
that occurred in the four years following Jackson's first
election in November, 1828,

In this monograph the writer’s aim has been to show the
party development and the maneuvers which affected the
course and outcome of the presidential campaign of 1832,
and in this movement appears the first application of the
nominating convention to political practice. So much has
been written on the Jacksonian period that a new study re-
quires justification, but the topics here emphasized have
never been adequately treated.

So closely are the presidential campaigns of 1824, 1828
and 1832 connected by the two topics, the development of
political parties and the early application of the nominating
convention idea, that adequate treatment of the campaign of
1832 involves a study of the two immediately preceding it.
It was this which makes necessary the brief summary of the
campaigns of 1824 and 1828 contained in the first chapter.
In this chapter and elsewhere I have pointed out, I believe
for the first time, the significance of the first state nominat-
ing convention in Pennsylvania, the germ and precedent for
its successor, the national nominating convention, and that
the idea of the latter had been suggested as early as Febru-
ary, 1822. 1 have shown how Antimasonry came to in-
augurate in American politics the use of the nominating con-
vention, It has never before been clearly shown how en-
tirely a one-man party the National Republican was in the
campaign of 1832, and how hard pressed it was for a leading
issue on which to oppose Jackson. I have endeavored to set
forth in some detail the internal struggle for the succession
in the Democratic party and the bearing of the resulting
breach between Jackson and Calhoun on the campaign. In
the same connection 1 bave tried to correct the view that the
Democratic convention of 1832 owed its origin solely to
Jackson’s determination to force Van Buren on the party as
vice president. What actually took place in the three na-
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tional conventions—aside from the bare references to the
nominees and the two-thirds rule—regarding their establish-
ment of precedents, such as the unit rule, which are in use
today, is a neglected subject on which I have tried to throw
light. Some new light has also been thrown on the political
tactics of the United States Bank. Further research has
brought out clearly the political paradox of 1832, a situation
where Antimasons and National Republicans were both doing
their utmost against Jackson yet were unable to unite behind
one candidate, though both parties were well aware that cer-
tain defeat awaited their failure to combine, I have also
established as nearly as possible the way in which the party
names “ National Republican,” * Democratic ™ and * Demo-
cratic Republican " were used during the campaigns of 1824,
1828 and 1832, and their status at the close of the latter con-
test. This topic has been placed in the appendix, as it suited
the structure of the monograph better there than if attached
to either the chapter on the Democrats or that on the Na-
tional Republicans.

This study was undertaken at the suggestion of Professor
John H. Latané, of the Johns Hopkins University, to whom,
with Professor John M. Vincent, also of the Johns Hopkins
University, I wish to express my sincere appreciation and
hearty thanks for their helpful interest and advice. To
Professor J. S. Bassett, of Smith College, I am also in-
debted for valuable suggestions. I desire to make special
acknowledgment of the unfailing kindness and courtesy of
those in the Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress,
and particularly of the valuable assistance rendered me by
the Assistant-Chief, Mr. John C. Fitzpatrick, whose kind-
ness in lending me the proof sheets of Van Buren's Auto-
biography prior to its publication so appreciably facilitated
my work. Acknowledgment is also due to Mr, Charles
Fickus, of the Maryland Historical Society Library, for his
help in locating some useful Antimasonic pamphlets and
periodicals, '
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