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THE STRENUOUS LIFEsY
»

N speaking to you, men of the greatest
city of the West, men of the State
which gave to the ecountry Lineoln and
Crant, men who predminently and distinetly
embody all that is most American in the
Ameriean charecter, I wish to preach, not
the doetrine of ignoble ease, but the doctrine
of the strenuous life, the life of toil and
effort, of labor and strife; to preach that
highest form of success which comes, not o
the man who desires mere essy peece, but to
the man who does not shrink from danger,
from hardship, or from bitter toil, and who out.

of these wins the splendid ultimate trinmph. |
A life of slothful ease, a lifa of that peacs
which springs merely from lack either of
desire or of power to strive after great things,
is as little worthy of a nation as of an indi-
vidual. T ask only that what every seli-
respecting American demands from himself
and from his sone shall be demanded of the
American nation as a whole. Who among
you would teach your boys that ease, that
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pescs, is to be the first consideration in their
eyes—to be the ultimate goal after which
they strive! You men of Chicego have
made this city grest, you men of Illinois
heave done your hare, and more than your
share, in making America great, because you
neither preach nor practise such a doctrine.
You work yourselves, and you bring up your
sons to worlk. If you are rich and are worth
your salt, you will terch your sons that
though they may have leisure, it is not to
be spent in idleness; for wisely nsed leisura
merely means that those who poseess it,being
free from the necessity of working for their
livelihood, are all the more bound to earry
on some kind of non-remunerative work in
sciemce, in letters, in art, in exploration, in
historical research—work of the type we
most need in this country, the successful
earrying out of which reflects most honor
upon the netion. We do not admire the
man of timid peace. We admire the man
who embodies vietorious effort; the man
who never wrongs his neighbor, who is
prompt to help a friend, but whe has those
virile qualities necessary to win in the stern

.strife of actmal life. It is hard te fail, but:

it iz worse never to have tried to succead.
In this life we get nothing save by effort.
Freedom from effort in the present merely
means that there has been stored up effort



