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PREFACE.

Tae object of this reader is to prepare the pupil
in the shortest possible time to resd French casily,
The extracts have been selected with thiz end in view,
heing intended fo prove ao simple a4 to prasent little
diffieulty in translation, and so varied and interesting
as to rouse and hold the attention. They are from the
works of woll-known French suthors, but sll have
been more or loss abbreviated in order to bring them
within the limitz and scope of the work. The vocab-
ulary is full, and cxpleine the ordinary idiomatic
phrases and expreasions used in the text, leaving
only the grammatical diffioulties snd s few literary
and historiosl points to be freated in the notes.
References in tho notes are to Whitney™s Freuch
Grammars. Every irregular verlh in the vocabulary
is referred by number to the model verh in the table
at tho end of the book, where its synopeia will be
found given in full. It iz hoped that the greatest
stumbling block in the way of early French reading
may thus be lessened.
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