HOME UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
OF MODERN KNOWLEDGE,
NO. 27; ENGLISH
LITERATURE: MODERN



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649574605

Home University Library of Modern Knowledge, No. 27; English Literature: Modern by G. H.
Mair

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



G. H. MAIR

HOME UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
OF MODERN KNOWLEDGE,
NO. 27; ENGLISH
LITERATURE: MODERN

ﬁTrieste






\HOME UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
OF MODERN RNGWLEDG@,'

NQ.E'T

Ediniray

HERNEET FISHEL, M. A, T.BA,

Pas, GILAERT MURRAT, LirrD,,
LL.D,, ¥.8.A,

Faod, |, ARTEUL THCMAON, M, A,

Faod, WILLIAM T, BRXWATEIE, M. A,



THE HOME UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
OF MODERN ENOWLEDGE
FOLUMES NOW BRADY

HIFTOET OF WAR AND FEAOE .
POLAR EXFIOBATION . . . .
THE FRENOH BEVOLOTION . . .
THE ETOOK BXCHANGE: A Hmnay
Brooy or IrRaramrT XD Rrarme.s mon
IRTEH MWATIONALITY . . . . . -
THE BOULALIST MOVEMINY . . .
PARLTANENT 1 Ite Hobwoky, Jomemrep-
TN, AND PELOOR » = =« = « 5 =

MODERN GROGRATHY . . . .
WILLIAM BHAHNBAFEAEN . . .
THE EVOLOTION OF PLANTE .
TEE OFERING-IIE OF AFRIOL .

METIEVAL EUROPE . , « « «
THE BCIENCE OF WHALTH . .
mmwnmmm
THE ANTMAL WORLD. ., . . .
me-lll---‘ii

MIlitllllII
CREINE AND INBANIEY . « « « &
THE OIVIL. WAR . . . . . = , =
THE CIVILIZEATION OF OBINA . .,
BIETORY OF OUR TIME, 18861911 .
ENGLIEH LITEHATUHRE: MODEAN .
FAYCHIDAL BEEMAROH , . . . «
THE DAWN OF HIRTOBY . . .
ELENENTE OF ENGLIAH LAW .

INTRODTOTION TO MIENUE . . .
THE FAPACY AND MODERN TIMER
THE EVOLUTION OF INDUBTHY .

. . Feaxx
DeW.A R LELT. FREALE
Houms Bena 34,

F. W. Emsy
Axscm Brorvosn (e

4. Rammay ManTeararm, NP
hmn—.:.n.n.

D. H. Soorr, MLAL LLT: T E B
Am H. H. Joawwros, 8.0.M.G.,
EOR., Dulla, FEK

EW0.Dum M4,
. A Homaw, N &,
A N Warrsetan, Bo. DL R R

. F.W. Gaxma, D.5o, PEB.

1. Axreos Tecescs, M A, sod
Puvewrs Gannea, BLA.

L. T. Hoenorws, MLA.

D O A Moo, FROP,
FEROR

Fosrmue 1. Poxsow, Pa D,

H A Gnss A, LT

B. B. Gooow, ML.A&.

GEokom Mitn, M. A

W. . Banxerf, T BB

« F L Mreom, MLA., F.BA
. W. M OGscoasr, NLA., B.O.L

A B Horms, MLA,
#. Apyare Tmousow
Eamr. DE, Woinw Bizey
D, H, Micsamacm, MLA.

*s¥ Other welumes In soilve preparstion, Lisk oo requast

Y



ENGLISH LITERATURE
MODERN

BY

G. H. MAIR, M.A.

BOMETIME ACHOLAR OF CHRIAT CHURCH

NEW YORK
HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY

LONDON
WILLIAMS AND NORGATE



N
Huuz, T

Lty evuy Foos L?L-

Coryminmr, sat,
Lt
EINAT HOLT AND COMFART

THE UNIVARSITY PR, CAMRRIDGE, U.S4.



PREFACE

Tz intenticn of this book is to lay stress on ideas
end tendencies that have to be understood and appre-
ciated, rather than on facts thet have ta be learned by
heart. Many authors are not mentioned and others
receive seanty treatment, because of the necessities
of this method of approech. The book alms at
dealing with the matter of anthors more than with
their lives; consequently it contains few dates, All
that the reader need require to help him have been
fncluded in a short chronologica! table at the end.

To bave attempted a severely ardered and anslytic
treatment of the subject wonld have been, for the
author at least, Impossible within the Hmits imposed,
and, in any case, would have been foreign to the
purpose indicated by the editors of the Home Uni-
versity Library. The book pretends no more than
to be a general introduction to a very great subject,
and it will have fulfilled all that is intended for it if
it stimulates those who read it to set about reading
for themselves the books of which it treats.

Its debts ere many, its chief creditors two teachers,
Professor Grierson at Aberdeen University and Sir
Walter Raleigh at Oxford, to the stimulation of
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whose books and teaching my pleasure in English
literature and any understanding I have of it are
due. To them and to the other writers (chief of
them Professor Herford) whose ideas I have wit-
tingly or unwittingly incorporated in it, as well as
to the kindness and patience of Professor Gilbert
Murray, I wish bhere to express my indebtedness.

G H. M.
Hummm.
Auguat, 1911,
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CHAPTER 1

THE HENATRRANCE

(1)

THeRE are times in every man’s experience
when some sudden widening of the boundaries
of his knowledge, some vision of hitherto untried
and unrealized inibﬂiﬁm, has come and seemed
to bring with it new life and the inspiration of
fresh and splendid endeavour. It may be some

t book read for the first time not ms & book,
g?aa g revelation; it mey be the first realization
of the extent and moment of whatcphi;mnl sclence
has to teach ua; it may be, like le's “Ever-
lasting Yea,” an ethical illumination, or spiritual
like Augustine’s or Jochn Wesley's, But whatever
it is, it brings with it new eyes, new powers
of comprehension, and seems to reveal a treasury
of latent and unsuspected talents in the mind and
heart. The history of mankind has its allels
to these moments of illumination in the life of the

individual. There are times when the huundu.nes
of human experience, always narrow, and fluctu-
ltinghutlitﬂabatwmagamdait.mddﬂnly



