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PREFACE

THE main purpose of this book is to interest
the parent, quite as much as the teacher, in the
problems which confront American secondary
schools. Amerncans pay more for their educa-
tion than any people in the world; and though
it may seem to the educator that they might
reasonably pay vet more, it 15 not so much to
the point to urge greater appropriations as to
show what education may do and to interest
the citizen in the problems connected with 1t
He will not be hikely to appreciate its importance
just because he pays high for it; but he will be
ready to pay high for it if he appreciates its
importance. And the great thing, above and
below all, 1s that he shall appreciate its impor-
tance, for no system of education can relieve
him of his office of chief teacher of his children.

Though the title of the book 1s “The American
School,” it deals primanly with the secondary
school. In such limited space it seemed better
to restrict the field than to attempt to cover the
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whole matter of school education: but five of the
twelve chapters do touch questions pertinent to
the elementary as well as to the secondary school.
The secondary school, indeed, 1s itself far too
large a subject for adequate treatment in a
small volume; and on this account, instead of
seeking to crowd in mere mention of all sorts of
problems, I have selected six which seem to me
of outstanding and national importance, As it
1s, I have been forced, in such brief compass,
to indulge in rather more generalizations than
I could have wished; since generalizations always
carry a large probability of error.  For the sake
of clearness, but at the nsk of some repeninion,
it seemed wise to separate the statement of the
facts concerning our schools (chapters ITI-V)
from the discussion of the problems (chapters
VII-XII) and to include two chapters (II and
VI) dealing with broader aspects than an en-
tirely specific consideration of schools would
1mply.

It is impossible to acknowledge fully my in-
debtedness, for such an acknowledgment should
include many unrecorded expressions of opinion,
some of them quite “by the way,” which friends
have unwittingly supplied. I feel under special
obligation, however, to Professor Henry Fairfield



