THE EDUCATIONAL
VIEWS AND INFLUENCE
OF DE WITT CLINTON



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649568604

The Educational Views and Influence of De Witt Clinton by Edward A. Fitzpatrick

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



EDWARD A. FITZPATRICK

THE EDUCATIONAL
VIEWS AND INFLUENCE
OF DE WITT CLINTON

ﬁTrieste






THE EDUCATIONAL VIEWS
AND INFLUENCE OF
DE WITT CLINTON

EDWARD A. FITZPATRICK, M. A.

EUBMITTED IN FARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIRENMENTS FOR THE
DECREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY, IN THE FACULTY OF
PHILOSOPHY, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY.

PUBLISHED BY
Wreachers Gollegr. Golumbin Anineratiy
NEW YORK CITY
1911






THE EDUCATIONAL VIEWS
AND INFLUENCE OF
DE WITT CLINTON

W
EDWARD Ar’glrzm’rmcx, M. A.

SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE REQUINEMENTS POR TEE
DEcEEE OF DOCTOR Or FEILOSOPHY, IN THE FACULTY OF
FEILOGSOPHY, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY.

PUBLISHED BY

Grarhers Eellege, Golumins Aniversity
NEW YORK CITY
1911



COPYRIGHT, 111,
nY
EDWARD A. FITZPATRICK



PREFACE

The history of education in the United States has yet to be
written—and the first big step in the process is the completion
of a series of the educational history of the mdividual states.
The present study is a contribution to the history of education
in the State of New York, during the period of foundations,
or rather, during the pericd of the transformation of the English
colonial character—and consequently education—to a distinetly
American one. This study centers about the rich personality of
one of New York's preatest sons—De Witt Clinton. His educa-
tional significance has received very slight recognition from his
biographers. Though he is not mentioned in either of the
histories of education in the United States, and though mentioned,
is not adequately treated, in any of the histories of education in
New York State this study establishes, we believe, the claim
that Clinton should be ranked with Mann and Barnard in a
trinity of educational leadership in the United States. Preced-
ing the study of De Witt Clinton, there is, by way of introduc-
tion, a statement of the physical, social and educational condi-
tions in the State of New York from 1783 to 1805,

The student of the educational history of Massachusetts is, in
general, oppressed by the wealth of material. It would seem that
whenever any one did anything educationally, there was a fellow-
townsman nearby to record his work, or else he himself took
the time later to record it. Conseguently, the educational history
of Massachusetts is, at present, the most complete. The student
of the educational history of New York has just the opposite
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iv Preface

experience. He is oppressed by the scantiness of material.
Governor Fenner, when he invited Henry Barnard to become
State Superintendent of Education in Rhode Island, gave expres-
sion to what, unfortunately, may be called the New York view:
that it was better to make history than write it.

The writer has quoted freely from the sources, especially in
Chapter III. The reasons for this are: (1) the conclusions
are so novel to the gemeral reader or teacher that they would
probably be dismissed merely as other illustrations of reading
into things conclusions, which the things themselves would not
warrant being read out of them; (2) the reader has the oppor-
tunity of forming his own conclusions; {3} the material quoted
from is either bulky or generally inaccessible; and finally (4)
there may be those like George Eliot, who prefer to “learn from
the man himself what he thought, than hear from others what he
ought to have thought.” '

The author wishes to acknowledge his obligations to the
librarian of the Columbia University Library, the Bryson Library,
Teachers College, the New York State Library, the New York
City Library, the Library of the New York Historical Society,
the Lenox and the Astor Foundations, and the branch libraries
{especially the Hamilton Fish Branch) of the New York Public
Library, and to the authorities of the New York State Education
Department, for many kindnesses, courtesies, and privileges. He
is under deep obligations to Dr. Paul Monroe, of Teachers Col-
lege, Columbia University, for patient, kindly, and wvaluable
criticism extending over several years' study. His greatest obli-
gation is to his mother, who, through long years of sacrifice, made
it possible for him to secure an eduration.
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