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PREFACE,

Ix presenting this little work to the public, I do so, 1
acknowledge, with some hesitation. The opinions,
which are here and there advanced, militate so strongly
against many preconceived notions, that the person who
advances them ought at least to use caution, and do
nothing rashly. [ thought, however, that I saw my
way clearly before me; and being conscious of rectitude
of intention, any intricacies or difficulties I might meet
with, gave me then, as usual, very little concern.

My first object had been simply my own amusement ;
but, as I proceeded, I took so mueh pleasure in renew-
ing my acquaintance with some of my old favourite
books, that it occurred to me, if I could by any means
infuse a love of old English anthors into the readers of
the present day, who are often not very clagsical in their
taste, that T might do them some service, be it ever so
little. T therefore adopted the plan of referring to our
best writers, whenever I could, as 1 thought, appro-
pristely, and of introducing guotations out of those
worthies of bygone days, who formed the delight of
many a college hour; and constitute, notwithstanding
all the fluctustions of taste, and the perversions of
fashion, the real strength and glory of our English
literature.
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My next hope wus, to convey, through this medium,
which I eonceived would be removed from the formality
of a lecture, some sober and important truths, which
probably might not gain access so readily, if delivered
in & more didactic form. The subject-matter of my
title-page is exhaustless, and the prelibation, which is
here offered, will be excused, it is hoped, if for no other
reason, yet perhaps for its brevity. I have no doubt
that many of my views and opinions will be condemned,
on ameeount of their comtrariety to a certain set of
modes and fashions of the present day; yet I humbly
conceive, that they are in no degree the worse on that
account, believing, as I do, that those fashions are
opposed, in too many instances; both to Christianity and
to right reason. At the same time, there are points,
on which I have expressed my opinion with diffidence;
and if I am wroog, I have only to submit with patience
to the imputation of error.

On the subject I have chosen, it would be impossible
to write, 80 a8 not to bave the appearance at least, if
persons are resolved to have it so, of individua! appli-
cability. This, however, is an unressonable proceed-
ing, for no stricture that was ever yet written, or sermon
that was preached, might not be so strained, if the
conscience of the hearer or reader were so stung, or
his vanity 80 wounded, as to single himself out for the
intended mark. It is strange, that persons should be
weak enough to adopt this tormenting kind of self-
appropriation, instead of being content with the safe and
diguified philosophy of the poet—

“Tat the gall'd jade wineo, our withess are wnwrung,”
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Yet g0 it has been in the vanity of man, and so it will
be, T suppose, to the very last—

“ They take offtnce, who have not been offended.™

When the * Tatler * and * Spestator * first exhibited
the characters and manners of the age, there was a
general consternation felt on the daily publieation ; and
in this case, it appears, not without some reason, as we
are told by Dr. Johnson, that “the personages intro-
duced in these papers, were not merely ideal : they were
then known, and conspicuons in various stations,” and “of
those portraits which may be supposed to be sometimes
embellished, and sometimes sggravated, the originals
are now partly known, and partly forgotten.”” It does
not appear, however, that those who were so described
bad the folly to discover their semse of soreness, but
prudently kept their feelings to themselves. Not so in
the following anecdote, where it scems the complainant
did not gain moch by his motion.

Few things are better known to the lovers of poetry
than Pope’s ¢ Imitations of Horace.” In oue of these
poems is a couplet, to which the story relates ;.—

“ Blander or poison dread from Delis’s rage,
Hard words, or hanging, if yoar judge be = = ="

Bir Francie Page, a judge well known in his time,
coneeiving that his name was meant to fill up the blank,
sent his clerk to Mr. Pope, to complain of the insult.
Pope told the young man that the blank might be sup-
plied by many monosyllables, other than the judge's
pame : * But, sir,” said the clerk, *the judge says thay
no other word will make sense of the passage™ * So,



