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SIR WILLIAM OSLER, Barr.

SOME MEMORIES OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
MEDICATL SCHOOL AND OF OSLER’S ADVENT

By Hexmnr M. ToomMas

In thinking of the early days of The Johns Hopking Uni-
versity snd Hospital and the developmeni of the medical
school, my memmories begin with the founder—Johns Hopkina.
Ag a small boy between 10 and 12 I zat on the same bench with
Johne Hopking many Sunday mornings at the Friends’ Meat-
ing on Eutaw and Monument streets. I canmot remember that
ha ever spoke to me, and I remember him merely 82 & rather
unkempt old gentleman. At that tima he had announced hie
intentions for his double bequest, had, in 1887, incorporated
the twe institutions that were to bear his name, had sppointed
his trustees, and had bought the mte for the heapitel. Gallo-
way Cheston, the president of the university board ; Francis T.
King, president of the hospital board; Francis White, James
Carey Thomas, James Carey, and other trustees, were also
constant attendents at the meeting, and it is pleasant now to
think that in the congregation there were represented the
founder, hia trustees, and the rising generation which was to
be benefited by the heguests.

Johns Hopking belioved that his wealth had heen given to
him for a purpose, and, to use 4 Friendly form of spesech, that
he wonld be * given to see ™ how to dispose of it. He had asked
udvice freely and much had been volonteered, and many of his
advisers have claimed that they sugpested the objects of his
bequests and the forms which they shonld take, but I like to
think that the wise instructions that he gave to his trustees
were finally determined in meeting. The most important of
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these for the development of the medical school was his diree-
tion in a letter to the hospital board, dated March 10, 1873,
that “in all your arrangerments in relation to this hospital you
will bear constantly in mind that it is my wish and purpose
that the institution shall nltimately form a part of the medical
school of that univeraity for which I have made ample provi-
sion by my will,” so uniting forever the two bequests for the
furtherance of medical education.

Johne Hopkins died on December 24, 1873, and in the early
part of 1875 the trustess received the bequests and entered into
active administration of the trusts, The firet important de-
eision of the aniversity board was the wise and fortunate choice
of Daniel C. Gilman as president of the university. He came
to Baltimore May 1, 1876, and T can remember well the axpec-
tation and interest his eoming aroused. He and hiz two
danghters took apartments at the old Mt. Vernon Hotel, and
for me a delightful friendship began.

Johna Hoplins chose his trustces well and loft them unp-
trammeled, and thev in their turn gave Presideni Gilman a
free hand. They hed already determined upon the establish-
ment of 2 real university, which, es Gilman once said, was to
supplement and not supplant existing institntiona. In speak-
ing of hig first instructions which he received from the trustees,
he says:

Often in private conversationa and In officlal interviews, I was
¢harged to hold up the Righest standards, to think of nothing but
the hest which was powaible under the limitations of the new
esteblishment in a country where the Idea of a university had not
bean generally umderstood.

In furtherance of these objecta, President Gilman, in the
summer of 1875, went abroad to vieit the varions universities
and to eonsult with the leaders in education. Medical educe-
tion was much in his mind, particularly the establishment of
the laboratories and courses of instruction in the fundamental
seiences which wonld be best fitted for the preliminary training
of medical students. The field was almost entirely unbroken,
and young men not yet 30 were selected for its caltivation—



