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PREFACE,

It is admitted beyond all question, and every-day
experience bears testimony to the fact, that the classie
langmages of Girecee and Rome have become s most
essential —the chief inpredient in the education of a
gentleman, Not that he will make use of these
tongues in the intercourse of his after-life; but be-
cause the mere learning of these Ianguages has heen
found to be the best discipline for bringing out the
various faeunlties of the youthful mind,—the simplest
and surest method of awakening and msturing those
intellectual powers which give rank and charaster to
the future man. Beyond this, the acquaintance that he
derives with those master-worlks of mind and action,
so admirably and so strikingly pourtrayed in Grecian
and Roman literature, cannot fsil to stamp upon his
mind such images of the noble and the grand, as will
exercise a high and exalted influence over the inward
feelings of the heart, and the outward bearing of his
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growing years. Every attempt, therefore, to facilitate
the asquirement of either of these languages, cannot
but in some degree be weleome ; but how far satisfac-
tory, expericoce and an indulgent public can alone
determine—Now to the work before ue,

Thia development of the structure of the Latin
language has long been put in practice by the Aothor
among his own pupils with considerable advantage.
Etymological analyais,—eontinned repetition and ex-
planation, with questions of eromization and inguiry,
g0 eritical and diversified as to establish a sound know-
ledgre of the Inngmage as it now exists in classic authors,
and arranged &5 close contiguity with the parts they ana-
lyse, a point of preat imporiance for practical apph-
cation,—are mome of ita most important features. This
questioning is carried out in all our publie echools and
pniversities, and the best modom editions of elassie
authors are not eoneidered ecomplete for the porposes
of education without the appendsge of examinatory
questione ;—how much more necessary, therefore,
must it be m our introductory works on these im-
portant sohjects! And forther: the mathematical
development here pursued has been applied most
satisfactorily and successfully to the German and
French languages by Mr. OrLENDORFF, Whose cele-
brity in this department has obtained for him the
flattering appeliation of the * Euclid™ in German.

In respect to the Latin tongue, every classie must
be aware of the uncertain and inaceurate data left to
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ua from antiquity of its early etrmcture. A mixtare
of Oscan, Umbrian, and Etrnscan elements growing
into a language by the accretion of the various dialects
of the surrounding people, as they became amalga-
mated with the Roman empire, produced the rough
material which the fascinating elegance of Grecian
literature in the Avngustan age moulded into some-
thing like a finished tongue. Though our Enowledge
of its actual growth and progress is imperfoct, yet
comparative philology, aided by the deep research
of German scholars, has done much in explaining
away many of the difficulfics that encumbered its
development ; but till all the omissions and deficiencies
have been accurately suppliod,—till the sbbreviations
and the assimilation of lteral elements have been
lncidly explaimed, the etymological structure of the
langmage cannot be thoreughly understood. In faet,
the Latin language 1= a system of adbrevigtion from
beginning to end ; the whole process of wotilation by
apheresis and syncope, by apocope and crasis, by
antithests and metathess, has heen at work onchecked
to destroy the analogy of its struetural development.
There is not a part of speech,—there is not a declen-
sion, not & conjugation, that is free from this roproach.
The letter » is contioually vsurping the place of &';
as arbor for arbos, Valerius for Valesins, Papirius for

! Im muitis verbis, in quo sotiqui dicchant f pestes dlctum r—
Yarro de Ling. Lot vil. 26
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Papisius?; as well for £: s in auris, from aud-io;
I also for d: as sella, from sedeo; & for p: s bitumen
for pitumen, from pituita; and a host of others fami-
liar to every scholar, without touching upon the
derivations from the Greek, such as fera, from fyp;
ambo, from aupw; Aorfus, from yoprog; equus, from
irrog : &e.

Again, by ellipsis at the beginning, middle, or end,
we find nec for neque, fmus for infmus, ofivm for opte
tium, swmmus for supremaa, Aodis for hoe-die, mals
and mavolo for magie-tolo, nolo for nor-volo, widelicat
for videreJicet, and s0 on: not omitting even proper
pames, which we learn from Varro constantly in
eolloquialism suffered syneopation: as Artemas for
Artemidorus®. The great evil, howover, arose from
the practice of wrifing these abbreviations, so destrue-
tive of all analogy, rather than give to cach word its
full complement of lobters; afymology gave way to a
carclesa and negligent promuneistion,—esense yielded
to sound, Auguatns himself cared not for his ortho-
gra.p]lj'; he wrote just a8 he spoke,

On the subject of declension, where can we find uni-
formity? We will take one case for an example of axist-
ing defieiencies,—Tha ancient genitives aniformly ended

i Cicere forcibly ahowa this practice in bis ad Famil. ix. 21,

# These practices accur in our own lasgoege in femiliar conversation
to & very great axtent: ae "fix for it is, D'E for I erfll; won't for will not,
doot’t for do not, ba'-pesny for haff-penoy, Chomley for Cholmendrley,
Cohmen for Colgehoun; and in provineislivems patticolarly: De'miry
for Dapentry, Charvil for Chalk-held, &e.




