THE LIBERAL
MOVEMENT IN
ENGLISH LITERATURE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649159604

The liberal movement in English literature by William John Courthope

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM JOHN COURTHOPE

THE LIBERAL
MOVEMENT IN
ENGLISH LITERATURE

ﬁTrieste






oAk
THE
LIBERAL MOVEMENT

IN

Enafish Riferature

By WILLIAM JOHN COURTHOPE, M.A.

AUTHNL OF "THE PARAMNGE OF BIITS" ®70.

31'1'1 Y f’.{
i .
& L |

REET

| LONDON
JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE 81

J s

r ALl rights reéscreed

_._.-'l






-_ - e ——— L i I e

=0 tenacions are we of our old eeclesiastionl modes and Eashilon=
of institntion, that very 1Hile change bas Deen mede 1o them singee
the foarteenth or ffteenth centurics, adbering In this paticular,
ax in all elee, fo onr old sottls] maxim néver eotitely Dor at oo
fo elepnrt from antlguity, We foond thess institutions on the
whole fnvourable to momlity aod diseiplineg, and we thooght they
wiere sarpeeible of amendment without altering the gronnd, We
thought they were capable of recgiving and meliovating and, above
ill, of preserving tho .u.Lx'.mm‘iu:-l'.uE ectence and litérature as the
uridor of Providomes should suecessively produce them.  Aml sfrer
all, with this Gothic pnd monkish edueation (for sweh it i in the
proundwork), wo may pob in oor elsim b oas omple and early s
share in all the improvements in seience, in arts, and in fitembore
which hnve tlluminated the modern world as.any other nation in
korope. Wo think ope mpin ganse of this improvement was onr
not despising the patrimony of knowledge which was loft us by our
forefithers.
BUnky, fivplectives on the Frenek Neewlutivn,
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Tug following papers appeared in the * National
Review,” and, with the exception of a few para-
graphs, I have thought it best to republish
them in their original form. Their issue at set
monthly intervals has given me the advantage
of observing the kind of judoments likely to be
pronounced on them : on the other hand, it
has mecessarily prevented my eritics from con-
sidering them with reference to the argument as
a whole. Various and conflicting objections
have been made to the opinions expressed in
them. I might, of course, reply to these in
detail, but, as the papers are now gronped in o
volume, 1 prefer to present them without com-
ment to the impartial consideration of the reader,
only adding a few words on a point on which
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my intention seems to have been very generally
misunderstood,

It has been suggested to me that 1 prejudice
my cause by giving to a literary subject a title
necessarily carrying with it political associations.
[ might, indeed, have called the series * The
Raomantic Movement in English Literatare,” but
this would not have expressed nll that T had
in-my mind. Art is the ideal reflection of
national-life, and owes much of its development
to the social and political causes that determine
the course of a people’s history., Even, therefore,
if T had simply intended to illustrate from the
poetry of the present century the political effects of
the great democratic movement since the French
levolution in 1789, I could; I think, have pro-
vided myself with historic materiais not irrele-
vant to the subject. DBut is it correct to lumit
the use of the word ¢ Liberalism ' to politics ? to
associate it simply with the events that produced
the change in the Poor Law, the extension of the
Franchise, the Repeal of the Corn Laws, and the
Emancipation of the Press? Is it not rather
the ease that these are only the external mani-
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festations of a spirit working in the mind of the
people, which has assumed o partieular aspeet
in politics, but which has produced analogous
results in the spheres of religion and art? So,
at least, it has appeared to others beside myself;
and if any are still inelined to question the pro-
priety of my title, I may appeal to the example
of so great a master of the English language as
Cardinal Newman, in whose ‘ History of my
Religious Opinions’ the word ‘ Liberalism’ is
employed over and over again to denote a move-
ment in the region of thought.

I have not used the words ‘ Liberalism ' und
‘ Conservatism ’ in any invidious or party sense.
By * Liberalism * T mean the disposition which
leads men to seek above all things the enlarge-
ment of individual liberty : by * Conservatism ™
that which makes them desire primarily to pre-
serve the continuity of national development.
Between these two prineiples I can see no essen-
tial contradiction, nor do I think that they can
be safely separated. At the same time it is
perfectly easy to consider each by itself; and
indeed, it is sufficiently obvious that, under onr



