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PREFACE

Tor lectures contained in fhis volume, thoungh they
range over several aubjeets, ave connected by o purposs
which wag present in them all.  They were designed
to represent, a3 far ns the eonditions of a popular
lecture allowed, some of the elements in the work of
the great ancient writers, especinlly those of Bome,
whieh make their study of permanent value; and in
particular to indicate as clearly as possible how much
in the ethical framework of modern society mav be
traced diveetly to their teaching.

Among the anthors here studied the poet Vergil?
has the chief place. Through and from his poetry
the main eurrent of Graeco-Fompn influence has
passed to the mediseval and modern world, Yet for
this wvery reason the lectures devoted to Vergil are
Iy 1o means concerned with him alone. Tndeed, one
of their objects has been to correct the natural, lnt
vufortunate, habit of reading what he wrote as if it hadd
no relation to the times in which it was written and Lo
the work of his predecessora.

The lectures heve printed are areanged in the
chrovologieal sequence of the fopies with which they
arg severally most econeerned, with the exception ol
the last, which was written in the stormy light of the

¥ The Tealian form Virgilio gave Firgil in English, but meat
robolars now prefer to fallow the Tatin fovm of the neee, which both
inseriptions and the bosl monuseeipts show to bave baen Fergilins,
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European war, and seemed Lo express iu somo way the
practicsl results of all the rest. It happeus also that
this order eorresponds very nearly with that in which
they were written.

Liitle aftempt baz leen made lo chavge their
spoken form. To do this would in fact bave been
ineongruous with their chavacter, 1In the second I
have allowed an infroductory paragraph o remain for
reasous which every one will understand who Lnew
Professor 8. H. Butcher.

On the other hand, it will be obvious that the foot-
notes are intended mainly for classical students; and
in partienlar to supply them with the sources of any
statements made on malbers of controversy.

It is a pleasure to thank many distinguished
scholavs from whose eriticism af differont times 1 have
drawn great help; especially Dr, Warde IFowler, Pro-
fezsor J. P. Postgate, Professor W. B, Anderson, and
Dr. J, W. Mackail. Ocher move special debts will be
ackuowledged m their place. 1 have also to thank the
proprietors of the Cowtewiporary Reeivie, the Tditor
of the Cuarterly Lieeicw, the Syndies of the Camlridge
University Press, and By, IL Guppy, MA., the Editor
of the John Rylands Librovy Bulletin, for their kind
permission to reproduce leetnres which in one form
or another they have previously publishad.
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