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PREFACE

HIS book is the result of six years of experimen-
tation in teaching ethics to college freshman
and senior high-school students in the University of
Utah. The topies have been developed in class dis-
cussion and afterwards written up by each student,
who thus made his own text.

In 1913 the Utah State Board of Education pub-
lished the outline of this course for use in high
schools. The subject has been taught successfully
for several years past by a number of instructors,
while others have hesitated for want of a suitable
textbook., Persistent calls for such a book have
led the author to hope that it may be of service —
a service mot limited, however., to the classroom.
The problems of citizenship are of vital coneern to all
the people. Every voter should be firmly grounded
in the fundamental principles of social ethies and
should be able to apply these principles to current
political and social questions.

Gratitude is due the many students of the Uni-
versity of Utah who, as members of the classes in
Ethics, have furnished the opportunity and the in-
spiration to carry on an experiment in teaching.
Their responses and frank eriticisms have helped
materially to mold the course.

A year’s residence at the University of Wisconsin,
after the course had been tried out, enabled the
author to clarify principles and to acquire illustra-

tive material. Acknowledgment is due especially to
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Professor Frank C. Sharp for his clear exposition of
ethical principles and fruitful experiments in moral
education, The democratic achievements of Wis-
consin and the leadership of its great university are
deeply appreciated by the author.

The manuseript of this volume has been eritically
examined by Professor Ephraim E., Tricksen and
Mrs. Venice Farnsworth Anderson, the author’s col-
leagues in the Department of Philosophy ; and by
Miss Marian E. Jonces, his secretary. Professor
Ericksen and Mrs. Anderson have offered valuable
suggestions as to content and method ; Mrs. Ander-
son has also uscd the manuscript as an outline in
teaching her class in Ethies of Citizenship and in
this conncction has helped to formulate the Ques-
tions and Excreciscs. In this work she has had the
assistanec of Judge Hugo B. Anderson. Miss Jones
has contributed much towards clearness and brevity
of expression.

" Dr.Edward A. Ross, Professor of Sociology, Univer-

sity of Wisconsin; Dv, David Snedden, Professor of
Edueational Sociology, Teachers College, Columbia
Universily ; and Professor George Coray, of the De-
partment of Economiecs and Sociology, University of
Utah, have been kind enough to read the manuscript
and to offer suggestions for its improvement. While
the author has profited by their advice, they are in
no wise responsible for the deficiencies of the book,



NOTE TO TEACHERS

TTENTION is called to the fact that the purpose
of the following chapters is to stimulate appre-
ciation of cthical principles and the development
of worthy social ideals, and to indicate how these
ideals may find expression. In no case has an
exhaustive treatment of topics been attempted.
A strong effort has been made, however, to suggest
a consistent point of view {rom which all social
problems may be judged.

The chapter on The Function of Schools — a part
of the student’s everyday experience —is used as
an introduetion to the larger question of the nature
and meaning of civilization. This in turn brings
out the facts of race inheritance and race solidar-
ity upon which civilization is dependent and upon
which alse the social obligations of the individual
rest.

I oceasionally we seem to soar in the clouds, it is
for the purpose of getting the lay of the land — the
larger view — that we may pursuc an intelligent,
consistent course.

In Part I the nature of society and social problems
are emphasized; in Part IT stress is laid upon the
social obligations of the individual and the oppor-
tunities society offers each one for development
through service,

At the end of the book will be found questions and
exercises on the subject of each chapter. These are
designed to stimulate thoughtful consideration of
social problems, both settled and unsettled. The



