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PRIZEACIE,

" ["“1". preirpeese s scope ol the present work e explained

i Lhe ntroducton, 18 15 an attewpt Lo convey in
succinct furm infirmation as to measures o foree e the
safeguarding of ancient buildimgs and other objects of historical
and artistic interest ; for the maitenance of a fitting acsthetic
standard in the architecture of towns; and [or the prescrvie
tion of the natural bewutics of rorad districts. The method
pursued s o state in the various seetions of the first par of
the ook the problems connected with monomnent admings-
teation, and then in the sceond part o convey some iden of
the treatmient of such problems in the past i Lthe differem
eointries of Kurope, and of the solutions which at the present
time are being casayed.

For well-nizh a century past some of these countrics have
been taking stock of their national assets in this department,
and devising the best measures they could think of for their
protection ; while within the last T yers in (Grermany,
France, Austria, Belirivm, Tlolland, Italy, Spain, DPortogal,
and other lands, there has been a renewed activity i all the
agencivs of preseevation, of which we in this country woulid
do well to take accnunt,  In the year 1902 alooe, no fower
than four Monument Acts were passed in Eurvopean legis-
latures, and at this moment i Austresy Bavacda, Mrossia,
Spain, and some other countries, laws on the subject are
wnder consideration.  Tn Germany, which is now taking the
lead, there has been held for the last five years an annoal
congress exclusively devated Lo monument questions, and to
these mectings the various German states have sent official
representatives.  There is a special organ in the press of the
fatherland, reserved for the discussion of these topics, and, in
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a word, our neighbours across the North Sea are exhibiting
in their whole treatment of the subject their national spirit of
thorotighness,  France also has possessed, since 18587, her
own monument peciodieal, and an international congress for
the protection of works of art and of monuments was held
in Daris in eonnection with the exhibition of 1889,  The
international congresses of architects have also busicd them-
selves with the subject, and that held at Madeid in April
150y, called upon all countrics to form fresh assoclations (or
the defence of monuments of history and of art. Tn Auvstria,
the great Technical ITigh School at Vienna is establishing a
special chair or lectureship in * The Care of Monuments’,

The attention excited in our own country by this activity
of foreien govermments amd peoples has not beew great, A
move of some importance was made in 1897, when, on the
initiative of the Sociely of Antiquaries, the British govern-
ment abtiincd through its representatives abroad reports on
the statutory provisions for the care of historical monumuits
in force in the various European kingdoms.  The information
thus ebained was cmbodied ina Parliamentary papor, and in
the sunc year the chairman of councl of the Natiomal Trast,
Sir Fobert Hunter, added o that society's currenl report
a memorandum on these same arencies. These papers were
not however complete, 10 notice, for example, being taken in
gither case of the elaborate Prussian armngements for the
cure of monuments, which ocoupy nearly  thiree hondred
pagres in the standard work on menument  preservition of
von Wussow,  Sinee the abwwe date oo reprort on the subject
has. appearcd in nglish, though the last five years hiave
witnessed many interesting developiments in foreion countries.
On the Continent the two chief works that deal with the
whole subjeet, thie Preserrution of Wonnients of von AW assow,
and the Care of Mowwoenis of Fretherr von [elfeet, were
published, the one in 1885 the other in 18g7, and though
more recently valuable sketches of contemporary activity
on the subject have been given by Die Clemen and others,
yet it is belicved that nothing sn complete as the present
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work has yvet appeared abrowl. Henee there seeimed 1o be
i place, amd even o prospective demmd, for a0 narative
of whit has been accomplhished el ds sU10 i preogrress
this department, in Lhe Europenn kingdoms whose mono-
ments teavellers are wont oo visit and admive,

The information thos presented has been partly derived
from pwinted waorks mentioned in the biblioeraphical (uiri-
graphs, and partly [om official papers, reports, cte,; but very
much has been owed also to the kindness of correspondonts
i various parts of Fuorope, who have, with o conrtesy andd
paticnee for which the writer cannot be sufficiontly oratedul,
replicd to queries addressed to them, and have in many cases
sent copies of official documents which otherwise he could
hardly have procured,  The chapters dealing with the separate
counfrics, in the second part of the volume, are preceded in
each ¢ase by a note ndicating the sources of information from
which the accounr has been deawn, and an opportunity is
there afforded of wentioning the weoes and recovnizing the
fricndliness of the wany eorrespondents o whom (e writer is
thus indebted,  He desires in this place (o convey generadly
Lo all who lave belped him oan expression of his sineer
thanks.

In some cascs officiad docoments, or portions of them, are
translated In the text in full, These parls of the text are not
distinguished by difference of type, but attention is catled o
them by the wse of the mverted comma at the left hand of
cvery Tine of such gquotations, T other cases o resumd of the
provisions of the document i question s been fownd
sufficient. Many ol the elawses in such ostruments are purchy
acdmindstrative, or are merely fntended to safeguard the appli-
cation in practice of the general principle, which is the only
point of interest to the enguirer; they occur in omuch the
same forms in all docoments of the class concerned, 1t would
unduly have fncreased the bulk of the volume to bave gmiven
these clauses In extenso.

There lias been no attempt to mstitule comparisons amonyg
the different countrics with regard to the sums officially



