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PREFACE.

Ter following sketches of Christian eharacter
are taken from real life. There is no colouring
sbout them ; they simply embody the experiences
of some whom the Awthor has known in the
course of his ministry. The selection has been
made with care, and a view to its applicability ;
and refers to experiences that may ocenr under
the ordinary ministration of those who are in
any way engaged in the glorious work of winning
souls to Christ. ;

The Anthor believes that, in order to sumccess
in this glorious work, there must be gpeeificness
of action and distinetness of aim : random shots
seldom tell for much in this battle. It was this
prineiple, actively earried out, which eharacter-
ised so strongly the preaching of Whitfield and
Wealey., In order to this sneccess, we must get
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to understand mere fully the individual wants
and spiritnal necesgities of our people, which are
so greatly varied. It is & common fault with us
to be too mueh satisfied with preaching to the
congregation, to the neglect of & personal dealing
with the souls of our hearers in private ; it is to
be feared that many a useful and well-prepared
discourse has been comparatively lost through
remigsness in this important part of pastoral
work. The stricken ones have been lost might of
in the crowd of frivolous hearers, perhaps longing
for the eoft hand of mercy to lay hold of them,
and for more light to lead them to a personal
decision for Christ : such have foo much reason
to ery, “ No man eareth for my soul.” In a word,
we should work, and constantly labour, not only
for a large ** draught,” but we should seek, as
Mr. Moody has well said, by every means “to
bring the net to land full of fishes.”

Everyone who is in any way labouring for
God should earnestly set his heart uwpon the
conversion of souls. If he fails here, he fails
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everywhere ; these are his only eredentials. And
in an age like the present, when the wave of
sacerdotalism is sapping out the piety of the
professing Chureh, and rationalism ita faith, it
is desirable to be well established upon this
point. It is, doubtless, absolutely necessary to
meet these warring elements now at work by
careful and elaborate preparation in order to
convinee men’s intellects, but we must never
loge gight of the great fact that our main work
ia to reach the heart; and while we are frying
to meet “oppositions of science falsely so
ealled,” we may fail in the other. And the voice
of eonscience may londly declare, * This ought
ye to have done, but not to have lefi the other
undone.”” Let us beware of laying the flatiering
unetion to our souls while we have no proof of
actual blessing in our work, remembering, as the
sainted James has so well said, ‘ that the only
result of our work which will follow us to heaven,
and endure through eternity, is the conversion
of souls.”



B PREFACE.

The following experiences of a few of God's
people are sené forth in hopes that they may be
found usefal, not only in showing the power and
applieation of divine iruth to the hearts and
consciences of men, leading anxious inguirers
to see what it is which hinders them from obtain-
ing settled peace with God, but also may be
instrumental in leading others to “stir up the
gift that is in them," to a more careful study of
what they shall say to anxious souls who may
bo inguiring their way to Christ. In order to
pucoess in this work, the arrow we send forth
from the bow of truth must not only be feathered
with good eommon senss, but it must be dipped
in love and drawn with the strength of an omni-
potent faith; then, indeed, souls shall be won
for Christ, and the slain of the Lord shall be
many. If this ghall, by the Divine blessing, in
any way eonduce to this desirable end, its pur-
pose will be accomplished, and to the Triune
God shall be all the praise.
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