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THE

FRENCH REVOLUTION.

*

THE CONSTITUTION.

BOOK FIRST.
THE FEAST OF FPIKES.

CHAFTER T.
IN THE TUILERIES

THE victim having once got his stroke-ofgrace, the catastrophe
can be considered as almost come. There i5 small interest
now in watching his long low moans: notable only are his
sharper agonies, what convulsive struggles he may malke to cast
the tortwre off from him ; and then finally the last departure of
life itself, and how he lies extinct and ended, either wrapt like
Cmsar in decorous mantle-folds, or unseemly sunk together,
like one that had not the force even to die.

Was French Royalty, when wrenched forth from its tapes-
tries in that fashicn, on that Sixth of October 1789, such a
victim ! Universal France, and Reyal Proclamation to all the
Provinces, answers anxiously, Me.  Nevertheless one may fear
the worst. Rovalty was beforshand so decrepit, moribund,
there is little life in it to heal an injury. How much of its
strength, which was of the imagination merely, has fled ; Ras-

VoL, 1L B




2 THE FEAST OF PIKES. BOOK L.

178G,
cality having logked plainly in the King's face, and not died !
When the assembled crows can pluck up their scarecrow, and
say to it, Here shalt thou stand and not there; and can treat
with it, and make it, from an infinite, 2 quite finite Constitu-
tional scarecrow,—what is to be looked for? Mot in the finite
Constitutional scarecrow, bat in what stll unmeasered, infinite-
seerming force may rally round it is there theneeforth any hope.,
Far it is most true that all available Authority is syrde in its
conditions, and comes * by the grace of God.'

Cheerfiiller than watching the death-struggles of Foyalism
will it be to watch the growth and gambollings of Sansculottism
for, in human things, espectally in human society, all death is
but a death-birth ; thus if the sceptre is departing from Louis,
it is only that, in other forms, other sceptres, wete it even pilee-
sceptres, may bear sway. In a prurient element, rich with
nutritive influences, we sbhall And that Sansculottism grows
lustily, and even frisls in not ungraceful sport : as indeed most
young creatures are spoitful ; nay, may it not be noted further,
that as the grown cat, and cat species generally, is the cruelest
thing khown, so the merriest is precisely the kitten, or growing
cat ¥ T

Bit fancy the Royal Family risen from its truckle-beds on
the morrow of that mad day; fancy the Municipal inguiry,
“*How would your Majesty please to lodge 7"—and then that
the King's rough answer, *"Each may lodge as he can, I am
well encugh,” s congeed and bowed away, in expressive grins,
by the Townhall Functionaries, with obsequious upholsterers at
their back ; and how the Chitean of the Tuileries is repainted,
regarnished inte o golden Royal Residence ; and Lafayette with
his bue National Guanrds Lies encompassing it, as blue Nephune
(in the language of poets) does an island, wooingly. Thither
may the wrecks of rehabilitated Lovalty gather, if it will become
Constitutional ; for Consttutitnalism thinks no évil; Sanscu-
lottism itself rejoices in the King's coantenance.  The rubbish
of a Menadic Insucrection, as in this ever-kindly world all rub-
bish can and must be, is swept aside; and so0 again, on clear
arena, under new conditions, with something even of & new
stateliness, we begin a new course of action

Arthur Young has witnessed the strangest scene : Majesty
walking unattended in the Tuileries Gardens ; and miscellanecus
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tricolor crowds, who cheer it, and reverently males way for it :
the very Queen commands at lowest respectful silence, regretful
avoidance.! Simple ducks, in those royal waters, quackla far
crumbs from young royal fingers: the little Dauphin has a little
railed garden, where he is seen delving, with ruddy cheeks and
Baxen carled hair ; also a little butch to put his teols in, and
sereen himself againat showars, What peaceable simplicity! Ia
it peace of a Father restored to his children? Or of & Task-
magtor who has lost his whip { Lafayeite and the Municipality
and universal Constitutionalism assert the former, and do what
is in them to realise it. Such Patriotism ae snatrls dangerously
and shows teeth, Patrollotism shall seppress; ar far better,
Roysliy shall saothe down the angry hair of it, by gentle pat-
tings ; and, mast effectual of all, by fuller diet.  Yes, not only
shall Paris be fed, but the King's hand be seen in that work.,
The household goods of the Poor shall, up to a certain amount,
by royal bounty, be disengaged from pawn, and that inzatiabils
Mane de Pidif shall disgorge ; rides in the ity with their Froe-
fee Boi nend not fail: and so, by substance and show, shall
Royalty, if man’s art can popularise it, be popularised.?

Or, alas, is it neither restared Father nor diswhipped Task-
master that walks there ; but an sromalovs complex of both
thess, and of innumerable other heterogeneities : redocible to
no rubric, if not to this newly-devised one : Kéng Lowds Restorer
af Franch Liderty ¥ Man indeed, and King Louis Bke other
men, lives in this world to make rule out of the ruleless; by his
living energy, he shall force the absurd itself to become less
absurd. But then if there b no living energy i living passivity
only? King Serpent, hurled into its unexpected watery dominion,
did at least bite, and assert credibly that he was there : but as
for the poar King Log, tumbled hither and thither as thousand-
fold chanes and other will than his might difect, how happy for
him that he was indeed wooden ; and, doing nothing, could also
see and suffer nothing ! It is a distracted husiness.

For his French Majesty, meanwhile, one of the worst things
is, that he can get no hunting. Alae, no hunting henceforth ;
only a fatal being-hunted | Scarcely, in the next June weeks,
shall he taste again the joys of the game-destroyer ; in neot
June, and never more. He sends for his smith-tools ; gives, in
the course of the day, official or ceremonial business being ended,

1 Arthur Young's Twaoelr, 1, aft-a80. 1 Demx Aredr, il € I



