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Nore.—The ohjects in thess. rooms have atiached to them
numbers printed in black on small yellow labels. These
nwmbers are continuous, additions having been marked by
letters of the alphabet. Asin the present Guide the prin-
cipal objects only of the collectivns are deseribed, thess
have been distingnished by an additionsl blank blue label.
For cases which have several shelves, the number of the
ghelf i mentioned ; but s changes may take place, owing
to future incorporations, the visitor, in case of difficulty,
will be aseisted to find the place of an olject by the
attendants in the rooms. ,
8. BIRCH.




A GUIDE

T THE

FIRST AND SECOND EGYPTIAN ROOMS.

Tre Egyptian antiquities in the Museum have been
principally acquired from eollectors or by purchases at
public sales. ‘l'he chief of these auqumta.ma. are the
eollection of Mr, Salt, purchased in 1821; another emall
collection presented hy dir Gardner Wi]kinmn. in 1834;
purchases mads at Mr. Barker's sale in 1835, of Mr. Bam's
collection in the seme year ; ohjecta acguired at the sale of
Mr., Borton's collection in 1836 ; collections purchased of
Bignor Aunastasi in 1839, of Mr. Lane in 1842, and of the
Xarl of Belmore in 1843 ; purchases at the sale of a col-
lection of Bignor Anssteasi in 1857 : & selection from Mr.
Hay's collection in 1868, and g collection purchased of the
Rev. Grevills Chester in 1871,

Ar great divereity of opinion prevails on the a:l]]:jm?inf
Egyptian chronology, it ie not attempted to assign the older
objects to a fixed date, but only to the intervale of time
marked by the dynasties which successively rﬂJEneu] uver
Egypt; and the following snocinct sketch of the history of
the country will aid the visitor in forming some opinion
of the relative age of ohjects which can be referred to
dynasties, In those instances where the locality from
which the object eame is known, it is indicated. Ounly
the principal objects of each section are noticed in this

ide; but they embrace all those of greatest intersst, and

visitor will find labels attached to the antignities which
will aid him by information M%‘hng other objects not
here desoribed, which may partienlarly arrest his attention.

Tha Iﬁhgmn of the Egyptians consisted of an extended
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ytheism represented by a series of local groupa. The idea
E?la. gingle deity self-existing or produced was involved in
tho conception of some of the principsl gods who are said
to have given birth to or produced inferior gods, men, all
beings, and things, Other deities wore considered to be
geli-produced, The SBun was the older object of worship,
and in his various forms as the rising, midday, and setting
Hun, was adored wnder different names, and was often
united, especially at Thebes, to the types of other deitics
a3 Amen and Mentu. The oldest of all the local deities,
Ptah, who was worshipped at Memphis, was a demiurgos
or creator of heaven, earth, gods, and men, and not iden-
tified with the S8un. Besidea the worship of the solar gods,
that of Osiris oxtensively prevailed, and with it the anta-
gonism of Set, the Egyptian devil, the metempsychosia or
transmigration of the Houl, the futnre judgment, the pur-
E::::uqr or Hades, the Karneter, the Aaklu or Elysinm, and
i union of the Soul to the body after the lapse of several
centuries. Bewides the deities of heaven, the light, snd
tha lower world, others personified the cloments or presided
over the operations of naturs, the sgasoms, and eventa.
The language of the Egyptians, spoken for certainly
more than 4000 years till it ceased abont two cetituries ago,
was an intermediate form between the Semitio and Hamitic
Ianguages, and was in use from the Mediterranean to the
land of Ethiopis or Nobia. It was written originally not
by conventional signs or letters, but by actual pictures of
vigible ohjects, celoetial and terrestrial, and these objects
were nsed in different ways called hi yphe: 1. As
ideographs, or representing an idea, as the disk of the sun
to represent the sun; 2. As deferminatives to fix the
meaning of the groap of hieroglyphs which . BB B
skin was placed after the hieroglyphs which express the
gound maw, & liem, to show that the word had conpection
with animals baving skins. 3. Phonetice, either as
ayllables or alphabstic characters, as a chess-board for the
syllable men, & reed for the syllable Ada or letter A. By
combining these three classes of hieroglyphs the lan-
guage was written or expressed, and the visitor will
sen many examples of them on objects in the rooms. As
early as the Gth dynasty, a cursive or written form. of
charscters, called the hieratic, was introduced and super-
seded the hieroglyphs for books, letters, memoranda, and
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other inscriptions written, not engraved on objects, whils
the hieroglyphs continued in use for monumental and
other important parposes. The hieratic was & more concise
gystemn than the hieroglyphic, and wade uee of fewer signs.
&till later, at the commencement of the 26th dynasty, or
B.0. 700, a mors curgive form of handwriting, called demotic,
came into use, first for civil and subsequently for religions
purposes, and to a great extent superseded the hieratic;
after which, the Kgyptian Christisns or Copts substitntsd
for all three formas of writing in the 5th or 6th oent. a.r.
the (Gireek alphabet, with some additional letters for
Eg}rgun sounds not existing in the Greck langnage ; and

rm of writing, the Feyptian or su-called Coptic, con-
tinues in use to the present day. The langnage, in the
conrsa of 80 many centories, underwent many modifiea—
tions, both as to its scripd or writing, construction, and
vocabulary. Examples of all its forms will be seen in
the collection.

.—The Egypiisn annale begin with the legends
of the guds, the demi-gods and heroes, or Manes, all of
whom were supposed to have reigned over Egypt for
sevoral thousands of vears. History in ifs frue semse
commences with Menea the laghng of the 1et of the 31
dynasties which reigned over Egypt till the days of Alex-
ander the (ireat. Although po monuments of the aze of
Menes are known to exist, thie pame is found at the
beginning of all the liste of Egyptian monarehs, and he
wag worshipped at Memphis. According fo the traditions,
he constructed a great dyke which turned the eourse of
the Nile. Omne of the oldest monuments of the earlier
dynasties known is thatof Sont, monarch of the 2nd dynasty,
in the Ashmoleun Musenm at Oxford. Towards the close
of the 3rd dynaaty the tablets and inscriptions of the old
kings appear at the Wady Magarah, the first being Senefru,
in whosa m] the mines were worked for copper or
turguoise. succeeding monarchs of the 4ih distin-
guaished themaulvm the construction of the immense
and renowned Pyramids of Gizeh ; Khufu {ﬂhﬂogaﬂihaving
built the firat, Shafra (Chephren) the second, and Menkara
?ﬁ[ymﬂnuﬂ ) the third of these edifices. Indications are

ound of the works of these monarchs at the mirea of the
Wady Magarah, in the legends of the temples of Denderah,
and in the clder books of papyri. After the 4th d}rmntjr.
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the kings of the 6th, who reigned in Middle t, still
maintained the power of the empire, and one of oon-
quered Kush or Ethiopia. most powerful of the
monarchs of this line was Pepi-Merira, or Phiops, whose
reign is said to have lssted mearly 100 years, of which
poriod many monuments are found in Musenms of
Europe. Afier tho 6ith dynasty the history of Egypt is
not illustrated by eontemporanecns movuments till the
kings of the 11th dymasty, which sprang from Thebes and
reigned at that spot, their monuments having been found
at Medinat Habu, and their graves at Drah Abu'l Neggah,
The princes of this line chiofly hore the name of Enentef,
They did not continue the working of the mines in the
Peninsula of Sinai, but many monuments of their pertod
have been found at Thobes, A and Upper Egypt
The 12th dynasty, which gn ed with its ruﬁ Amen-
emhat 1., was mwuch more powerful. The monarchs ex-
hausted the mines of the Wady Magarah and traneferred
their operations to the Serabut ol Ehadem, In the souih
they extended their conguests over RKush or Athiopia, and
fortified Bamreh. In the Fayonm the last monareh of the
12th dynasty built the labyrinth, and the eonstruction of
the lake Moerie on the west is due to the same line. The
13th dynaety appears etill to bave possessed comsiderabla
power and influence, and coloesal monuments exist of thesa
monarchs, someofwhose works hiave been found in the island
of Argo, but their successors of the 14th, 15th, and 16th
dynastice seem to have suffered from the invesion of the
ﬁ{;up‘:mrﬂa, and their names are only found in dynasticlists
or monuments ofsmall size and im oa. The Shepherds
formed the 17th dynasiy, and their monuments as yot
have only been found at Sen and Heliopolis; these were
executed in Egpyptian style. Litule is known of the
monoments of Lthe Bhepherd kings, except that Apepi-as,
or Appapuas—one of their last monarchse—quarrelled with
Tanakan predecessors of Ashmes, or Amosis, of the
18th dynasty; that they be to be driven out of KEgypt
by Aahmes, or Amasis 1., and that a pericd of 400 years
al{; between the Shepherds and the reign of Ramesea IT,
Ashmes took Avaris, the last stronghold of the Shepherds,
and aleo twrned his arms ingt the revolied Nubians,
and rebuilt the ruined or neglected temples. His snocessor
Amenophis I, maintained the conquesta on the North and




Bouth, and Thothmes IL. begsn the wars in E i
and Palestine so ably conducted by Thothmes IIL., whose
reign extended npwards of 53 years, the greater part of
which was pussed in campaigns and comquests in Central
Asxia, subdning and rendering tributary Naharains or
Mesopotamia, Carchemish, Shinar, Babylon, Nineveh and
Gk i the Sl o B, s p o i s
glomous in the an t, and part o campaigns
are detailed in & long inscription on the walla of the
manctuary of Amen-Ra built by him at Karnak. Under
the reign of his suooessore Eg;ygdmll remsained powerful,
but Amenophis [, after he contracted a marriage
with a private person or foreigner, called Tii, introduced
the worship of iho sun’a disk, the so-called m, into tha
national religion, and Amenophis IV. endeavoured to sub-
stitute this new and asingls deity for all the other gods of
the Pantheon. The Aten was represented aa a disk with
hands and arms omanating from it liko rays, He also
attempted to remove the site of the capital from Thebes to
Tal el Amarna, or Alabestron, and to efface the name of
the Theban god Amen from the monumente of the sountry.
The want of male isame of the herstic kings, and subee-
guent revolutions and restoration of the worship of Amen,
ciosed the line of the 18th dynasty. The loss of the foreign
oonquests of Egypt ia shown by the record of the cam
of Seti L. orSatﬂvs, the second monarch of the 19tk dynasty,
whomﬂmﬁmt]'mr of his reign had subduned Palestine
and some of the neighbouring countries. His son and smo-
oeggor was Rameses 1L, the Sesostris of the Greek historiana,
whose reign of 66 years was one of the most remarkable
in Egyptian history. At a youthful sge Rameses had
monnted the throne, and in his firet campaign in Ethiopia
ad given proofs of skill and courage. In his fifth year
%hit&, B to be the H;;ﬁmhﬁ formed 91:
league apainst Egypt, comprising the neig ring pev
of Carchemish, 1lion, the Kbirubu, or Chalybes, and Kadesh.
Ramesss attacked and defeated them with t slaughter
on the banks of the Arunata, or Orontes. ia remarkable
campaign, in which Rameses is desoribed as orming
miracles of valonr, ia detailed on the wt.féhﬂﬂnlfh Temple
of Earnak, and in & papyrus known aa eT PapyTus,
in which the writer, Pentaur, describes the incident as an
Egyptisn Epic, of which the king is the hero. In his



