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PREFACE.

Tur collection of the follewing anoals wos undertaken al the request of the
publishers of this volume, While of conmse it was tol expeeted that the
weneral pabiic would feel any interest in the subject of lhe work, iU was vel
Letieved thatl to cthe eitizvens of Stecben Counly a chroniele of e settlement
would possess some value.  The tagk was entered upon, not withowt mis-
pivings that the historic materials to be found ina backwools county, desti-
tute of colanial amd cevelutionary reminisceice, aud posesdng an autiguity
of at mast seventy years beyond wiileh there wag nothing cven to be guessed
at, would prove milier scanty ; mol, while it cannot be pretended that the
visinn Las Besn foumed vichier than it promised, it 5 nevertheless boped that
something of interest to citizens of the couniy has been rescued from the
forgetfloess nto which the anuals of 1he scitloment were fast passing.

Al the Fets gor foeth in the pages ensning, execpt those for which credit
is given to other sources, were eollected Ly Lhe Bditor of (he voluie, by
personal imguicy o moet coses, from e seeviving ploneers of the county.
He Loz Leen unalde 1o enrich his colleetion by any ancient docuibeninry
matter—Iletters, diaries or mewmworunds, The esrdly histery of the copnty
restold in the memory of the few pioteers wh atebiviog, and binthe traditions
handed down by Unse who ate departed. The appearaee of Mr. €3 Tor-
per'a tingly Hiatory of * Phelps snd Gorham's Purchase, ™' afler thiz work
was preparad for the pross, hos eaabled the cditor 1o correet the tesults of his
own [tuiries T gevernl imporiant insfagpces,

Those whose memory extends to the perdod of the settlement, will find
this but an unsatisfactory chrooicle of the old time.  Imdividuals who merit
notice as early seitlers of the connty have probably been passed over un-
noticed ; mony Tacts of intercat and impotance have donbitless escaped the
rescarches of the editor, and serious inaconracies will nodoubledly be dis
covered in 1he stolements reeorded. A Tt degree of diligence in serrching
for facts, and a aincers desire to peeacrve onorable among thuse wha shall
hercafter inhabit this county, the memory of those plain, haoly amd free-
bearted mien who first broke futo s origina] willderses and by the work of
their own bauda hegan to make it what it now is, are all that can be offered
in extenuation of the meapgreness of the results of the editer's Ialbors, The
collection should bave heen made {wenty yori age,  Many plonecrs of note
—men of adventure, of oheervation and of mare powers of narmation, have
sone fronl wmeny the living since thel e, Much of valuable sl enter-
taining reminiscence hias perishod with them,
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It i well cponph, perhars, to add in explanation of vagarvies of divers de.
seriptions which miy be euncountered in the following pages, and for which
the reader may e et o loss e acecount, that this vobome was written wearly
two vears npo, pd wtop peried of dife when such s bopse of time liappily
bringa great chages of taste apd fesling.

The elitor takes pleasere in oelomrelolping e oblipetions to citizens
variues ports of the comaty foowhom De ed cecosion woapply o the conrse
af his inguiries, for the readiness with which hie las inoall coses Deen assisted
in the prosecnition of his rescarches,

Batk, Dec., 18y,



NOTICE OF THE TOPOGRAPHY AND OGREOLOGY OF
STLRUBLN COURNTY.*

STrUBEy Cousry cecupies the summit and essteri slope of that ddee
which divides the waters of Seneen Lake that flow to the Susguchanna, from
those that epter the (enesce, The course of this ridpe s doctheast ool
sonttbowest 5 1ts breadth fFom Base 1o base 35 (oo foecly 1o Sfy miles; the
clovation of the epstern Loss s alwont nise bundted deet, and that of the
westorn base (Uhe walley of the Goneaee, ) nearly eightecn hundred feet above
tile water: while the highest intecrvening uplonds sttpin o elevation of
twenty-five humdrel feet above 1he e level, The sutmmit of the ridpe
follows the eurve of the Gowesee at the distanes of about ten miles from that
river.  Fhe streams flowing down the bricf western slope are, therefore, but
ipcomsilerable crocks, while the wilers collected from the olher side supply
the channelz of three rivers, the Tiega, the Capisteo and the Counhocton,
which uniting form the Chemung, and add essentiatly to the power of the
poble Swsguelwnon, The region composing tis Aividig rapere ia o intel-
eate Bl coundry, eepsisting of rollig and icegnlar uppiands, interaected b
doep river vaileys, Ty the beds of sceceml lakes, and by thecrankod ravines
worn by innumerable creeks. Few rocks are presented sl the surfoee of the
grevgdied, niel the wliole Tapd was originaliy coversd with a dense forest—ns
well the almoat porpewdieniar hilt sides, as the wallews and oplands.  The
river valleys are boanded by ahirops walls from twe hoosdred to cight bundred
feet Biph, which semies imos conlroe the strenms within gorpes of a few rodz in
width, aometines gaant a mile, and sewietimes at the mecting of teansvoese
alieys enclose a plain of several miles in clrenit.

e diwleling ridee curves ot Lbhe western nloog the oerthero boundary
al the county.  The waterd of the mincipal inetherd towns tun o the Con-
horcton, while those of the connties wdjoining, Bowing o an opposite diree.
tiom, feed the centrad Lakes of New Yook ol Do wlthinetely Lake Omotario,
the St Loweenes and the gy baya of Mewfowndland. Tut that the abragst
gult of Crooked Lake plerces deep into the hills from the north, and carries
ofl the mesgre brooks of Cwo toywis seated upon e westero bla s, our coauty
woulld contain within itaelf a eomplete system of waters. The st;cum.y.
wonld pour down on all sides [rom o circle of hills sl eseape only by the
oarrow pate of tho Chemeng, at o odepth of sixtecn hoadesd feet below the
springs upon the Imundi.n;; stimits. A owall wounld enclose a Cont et
privines, and the scientific citizen boveriog inon bolloon shove the single
fateway T the south would hehold, afty miles to the vorthwand, blue ranges

* Ontherod chiely from the State Goologlon? Beports.
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sweeping i a splendid corve, Lo tie Seneea, then heading southward to
complete the porfect ring of hightaods,  The Crooked Loke is an intruder
nml sadly mars this scheme of noiformity, Breaking theouplh (he barrier
which separates the sorthoostern trihntarios of the Susquelianna from thiose
momaidic waters that wonder to Canada and the ocean of feebergs, it lies in
woilark and deep bed sistoen miles within Lhe connty, while the sonthern cx-
tension of its valley pierces throwgh to the Conhocton and fortss, by il
junetion with the channel of that river, the broad and pleasant vatley of
Rath, Baot few streams, however, have been carred captive Ty (his grend
robirer o the shivering sons of Tabradar,  Twoe or Lhree nnfortonate brooks
are compellod ta send thithes thelr nnwilling waters; and, aside from thess
rosomrees, L subeists upon secrel @pringd ol the mns Lhat fall upon the
Blnif and pour Into the lake Iy a thousamd short ravines or guliers,

The hitls of Steulen county are irregulor blocks ent oot of a platean of
cluy, rock and gravel, by the action of the eleneents,  OF the forees and ele-
neds by the action of which this omiginal platean was created, amd of the
later forces which afterwaeds hewod it into it pregent form — Jortis like those
of o ilock of ioe shattered by the blow of 2 bammer—we have a singular
account from men of science,

That the icgions we now oceupy, Al fnleed thia wholo westesn rogion,
even to the Condillerns (or rotler the fmtdations npotr which they are boalt, )
werre, i lime past, &t the bottom of A vast occan | thal cetiain conlinents
which in the carliesl nges sotin the Lnst, were broken up wioleatly by con-
volsions ol nature, or wore grodoally dissolved by forces milder thoan (e amms
of 1hose rude slaves dwelling cnder the carth which are of old reparted by
Geologists to have cverluried saowitaing, and eloven In Lwnin Dl aichored
islutuly, sandd that the currants of the ocean flowing e stearly dvers towands
the settiog suw, were Wnden wih the dugt of continents (s destroyed, atd
streweed i1 over the submerpol plaing of the West @ that after these rivers of
1he ccean had lubomesd silently aond withoml eeusing Ior many ages, the whole
bed of the Western decp was covered o the depth of many thousand fuect
with the materials of which the noeieul Eastern worldd was Dol 101 at length
peake, then islands, then o new continent, appeared wpon the fce of the
glole, while the waters by many cheunels ran down into the vast hallow of
the nprocted continent o fore o new ocenn (—all those (hings Slae Geolo-
pists seemt (o believe cstablishel—or 8t least they feclat lberty to surmise
aubatantially to this effeet

Furtlhier than thiz, we are invitel 1o see the huilders at thetr secret labors,
Sluggish rivers of mud roll through the decp like enormons serpents, aud
waste themselves before they reach the valley of the Mississippi. Brghter
torrente of sand following spread o gay earpet over the brackish trail of the
mud-snake ; then streams of pehilde awd shattered rock and of all the powders
of an alwmded world depostt, now Niagare Groups, now Chemuang Groups, or
when atiered by tempests mul water-sponts seitle into cowrse conglomerate.
We are shown, alao, perinds of a womderful life,  DIillions of those brilliant
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“ehellsamd erfitolleans and ernatacoans, " whose fantastic inages are starmped
upon the rocks, dwell in numberlesa vationg among the waters, while those
hitleons monsters whose nanes were ooly less formidable than themselves,
provwled throngl the depths below, or lousdered in clephantine antics amongy
the hillows above, Once s part of the floor of the eeean, which seems 1o
have been the roof of a eovern occupied Ly cerain Vscerct black aml mid-
wight'* powets, sinks downward, arouses the horeible Pioto of Muod from his
slumbers in bottonless voleanoes, who, rising g toweritg nnger through the
raflers of Lis broken honss, overwhelmea coral foeests, the empires of the gor-
geoiis foagil (ribes, and all the beantiful mansiona of thedeep with s tremend-
ong (ood of mire. (dther atrecions plants come fortl from the velcanic
furnaces intoe which the waters howvs fllen, ol heat the ocean with spouta of
stentn, while cestain angey chemista, drenched in their sabterranean labors-
torics By the sudden innmdation of bone, et loose thelr moest poisenons
gasses, and catchinge the unfortunaie nymphs, doge e with deadly phyeic,
All ereatures perish,  Fven the ypignotic aod roaring monsters, choleed with
miwd and suifoeated by the poisona thaet rise from the teservoirs of death
Leloew, flounder 1o dyviog ageties,  Their carcpzges are d=ifted (o and fro for
u time, mnd thousaonls of yenrs afletwands, men digpiong i mines tay hare
their hgge white jaws and their mighty shanks, and fasten op thelr sheletons
with wire 7n National Muscnms,  All these, and muny oiber stobpe (hings,
showing how at lest the repion we inhalil was Luill, we sec, from the hap-
pilj,v aetiled titwes of the proacut, inko the trewshled times far awav—Llames
truty of “agitation and fanaticism.'’

Lét ns now lesve-prester speculatinnz, and Inok homeward,  That tract of
bl o copupied by the five weatemn countics of New York 1o the southern
tier, appearcd ahove the waters in the form of nregilar plateas with a mean
clevation of two thowsind feet ahave {le leyel of the present ocean, over-
losking the sea which covered the northern connties, the Canadas, aod the
Great Westorn Valley,  The detnitus from which Uhis plutenn wos constriacted,
had ripencd into a series of shales, Magstones awd sandatones, which from
the difference of the arganic remains of the upper and lower leles, Have
heen divided by peologists Inta two groips, —tle upped or Cheimuing proup,
and the lewer or Portage grong,  The mapa sepresent these as first appear-
ing mesr Chenangn Couuty in this State, thenee muoning westwanls throagh
the southern countics, with o breadih of some Gty miles, would o thickoess of
about 2,500 feetl, thenes cotdinuing alang the shore of Lake Fele, and toward
the westers extremity of that lake, makiog o bobd curve seuthwanl,. Ther
course, however, appears not to have leen carefully followed in their wonder-
ings towand the far west | for we hanr of them az helog “probably' in Indi-
ana, in reduced cirenmstances, with nthiclkoess of less than Joo feet,

Nut this matters not at present. We are shown then at the period of our
Aeliverance froon the deop, o Gne platepu, extending from Lake Frie far
townrd the east, anld from the foor of the Pennsylvanian mountnins north-
ward about sbely miles, tooa great bay of (e ceean,  How Qid this heeome o



