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Before 1 proceed with the discussion I wish to
present a few facts agreed upon by both sides.

All agree that wages are nominally and actually
lower, as compared with American wages, in each of
the following European countries, in the order
named: Italy, Germany, Belgium, France, England.

In view of the difficulty of individual investigation
and agreement, it is only fair that all disputants
accept the rate of wages given in the United States
or Massachusetts Reports for the different countries.
I have taken the highest rate for each country given
by either report, and I find the following yearly
earnings. A family of four persons average to
furnish two wage workers.

The total possible earnings of a man and woman

in each country, in eight occupations, are as follows ;
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I slso give a table of things (or their equivalent) absolutely
necessary for the snimal existence of a family of .four persons
in good health.

Yeurly Cost of Supplies for a Fumily in New England of
Jour persons at the lowest point.

1885,
Supplies. Price. Total
Flour, 3 bbls. 7 00 21 00
Corn Meal, 150 lba. 025 875
Granulated Sugar, 150 « 076 11. 25
Fresh Beef, 200 « 12 24 00
Corned Beef, 100 « 10 10 00
Pork, 100 « 10 10 00
Lard, 24 v 10 2 40
Ham, 16 = 115 1 84
Codfish, 100 « 03 8 00
Tea, 12w 5b f 60
Butter, 76 « 28 17 25
Cheeas, 10 = 14 1 40
Coal, 4 tons, & 50 26 00
Beans, 1 bush., ERIL 300
Fotatoes, 12 « 80 9 60
Shoes, 4 pairs, 1126 4 50
Cotton Cloth, 20 yards, UG5 . 1380
Prints, 90w 065 110
Denims, 5 = 125 425
Satinets, 12 &« 475 4 50
Town Rent, 4 00 48 00
2216 11

These prices are too high for to-day, but whatever reduction
is made from American retail prices, the same reduction must
be made for Europe.

Of course, things other than the twenty-one pamed are
used in the bumblest family, but they take the place of, or the
price of them is saved, by using less of the things named.

Of the twenty-one things, twelve are constantly exported,
as is such leather a8 is used in common sloes, and are cheaper
here than elsewhere, snd all of them are about the same in
price in every country in Eorope. There is no duty on tea,
and renta do not vary materially.
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The prices and quality of rooms vary much more here than
in Europe, going much higher and much lower here, according
to locality, but the average is about the same.

' That leaves seven things, that the free trader may fairly
¢elaim, cost more money in New England than in Europe.

In New England. In Europe.

Sugar, #11 25 $7 2
Coal, 26 00 242 00
Shoaes, 4 50 a4 90
Cotton Cloths, 130 1 10
Printa, 110 90
Denims, 83 58
Hatinets, 4 50 3 66
$49 28 280 39

Less cost in Euarope, 9 86
$19 28

Ten dollars a year is a liberal allowance for the difference,
taking the known prices in the two countries, and two-fiftha of
that is in sugar. Even taking the false assumption of the free
tralers, that they cost here the Europesn prices plus the tariff)
it would be less than 14, for a family of four persons,

I have used every precantion known to me to make these
figures reliable as a basis for a comparison, OF course in the
fluetnation of prices, they are only troe for the day they were
made. '

This table shows that a laborer’s family of four persons, with
two workers, cannot possibly eave in Germany over $#11.70; in
Belgium, $4.00; in France, $57.00; in England, #123.00; in
America $6534.00, in a whole year,

A weaver's family can save in Germany nothing ; in Belginm,
$70.50 ; in France, $144.00; in England, $284.00; in America,
2584.00.

Take the highest paid workers, it shows that the possible
savings of the family of a locomotive engineer, in Germany are
$450.33 ; in Beigium, $438.00 ; in France, $516.40; in England,
$432.40; in America, $1,884.00; and the possible savinge of
earpenters, blacksmithe, tinsmiths, ete., ete., range bet veen these
extremes, in each of the coontries named.
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The free iraders make two replies to such proof of the better
condition of the American wage-workera:

First, that the protective tariff has had no influence in indue-
ing our high industrinl development and high wages, and

Secondly, that if it can be proved that it had, it follows that
it is at the expense of other peoples, and is therefore immoral.

Believers in the rightfulness and expediency of a protective
tariff reply that

If the best intérests of man a8 man, not of any one clase, or of
any dozen classes of men, but all men ; pot only in thie country,
but in dll countries, is not benefited by our legislation to secure
varied ocoupations and s high rate of wages to American
workmen, securing to them an opportupity to engage in any
department of mechanical and agricultural industry adapted to
our goil and climate, then we cannot justify it to the enlightened
conacience of the christian world.

I do not seek to eommend to you for thie country any narrow
selfish policy.

I those, who believe in what is known as the protective
principie in our revenue laws, eannot sustain it on the very
highest groouds of morality and religion, then they are ready to
abandon it at once.

Show us from the actusl conditions in any nation, acting upon
any other principles ur practices, any higher moral or physical
results than those wrought here, and we want no more of the
protective poliey.

We believe, that the protectionist theory and practice is in
barmony with the highest moral principles ever proclaimed to
man. T

We are sustained in our position by every coneideration
acted upon by christisn gentlemen, from the beginning until
now.

When the free trader questions our position ss political
economists we reply, that it is justified and supported by the
practices of every christian family and nation on the face of the
globe.

‘When he assaile our position ss moralistsa and accuses us of
selfishly seeking the advanesment of our country at the expense
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of other peoples or pations, we reply that we sre scting npon
those precepts of morality and practices of religion, enunciated
and lived |by Jesus of Nazareth, and by the most honest seekera
after the Unknown God the world has ever known.

Jeaus taught, that the greatest service any man counld do the
world waa to first cleanse his own life and character.

To msake the very most of one’s self, morally, intellectually,
physically, and in power, wealth and station, from high motives
and for beneficent purposes, is man'a first duty, so that in doing
80, he does not hinder any other man in the doing of the same
for himself.

No man ean aecomplish anything for his fellows without firat
considering himeelf. Neither can be sccomplish it for himself
without lifting up, by simple attrition, hia fellow-men.

Then comes his family, then his neighborhaod, his town, his
oountry ; and after, not before, the world ; else there is no place
for filial affection, and patriotism is an empty name.

“ He that provides not for his own household . . . is worse
than an infidel,” said a great teacher. Christ’s command te his
disciples was, go preach the gospel among all nations, “ beginning
at Jerusalem.”

According to our free trade friends, God should not have
taken one nation, that through their first and exclusive religions
and economic training sll the world, through their example,
might be elevated.

Never has the slightest good been done by a man or nation
by simple teaching.

It is said, “Good rarely comes of good adviece.” It never ro
ocomes. All truths must be firet incarnated, then the man or
nation may spesk, and not before. The teaching, the help to
our fellows, comes of being the thing we teach.

8o taught our great teacher eighteen hundred yearw ago.
Was He partial and exclusive, wanting in broad-mindedness
and wisdom, when he chose twelve men for his constant, daily
eompanions, thet he might more perfectly instruct them, in his
daily contact with them, that through them he might lift up
all men. It is the order of buman progress that one man
precede all other men, and pull up only the very few of his




