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INTRODUCTION.,

" Tre poverty of our national literature, in works
of Ecclesiastical History, has long been univer-
sally confessed and lamented. But if the history
of our country, its civil institutions and its mili-
tary exploits, be interesting to us, and considered
worthy of our study and research,—the history of
the kingdom of the Chureh of Christ, can cer-
tainly not be less so to those, whose glory and
happiness it is to number themselves amongst its
members. Its first beginnings, small as the
mustard seed—the rude storms whichs wept over
it, whilst it was yet a tender plant—its growth into
the strong and vigorous tree: or, in other words,
the institution of the Church, the severe combats
which were waged against it, in its first ages, by
pagan persecution, by heresy and schism, over
all which it gloriously triumphed—because the
gates of hell could not prevail against it—are
subjects well worthy of the attention and medita-
tion of the Christian.
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