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INTRODUCTION.

—

O the summit of one of the peaks of Gandgarh by the
Upper Indus stands an old fortress which is known as Kdfir
Kdt; or, the Fort of the Inhdels. It is situated midway
between Pir Than the highest point of the range, and the
lofty village of Chendr Kodr, beneath the precipices of
which, over a friendly gap, runs the rough mountain road
from the broad Indus Valley on the west to the beautiful
vale in Hazdrd on the east, where Haripur, famous for its
flowers and fruits, reposes among the cool groves

At Kifir Két, says tradition, the last stand was made
by the “infidel” Hindds of the Chach plain, when the
country succumbed to the exterminating inroads of bar-
barian Muhammadans from Central Asia about nine hundred
years ago. The walls comprise within their area the very
summit of the hill, resting on the south-eastern side upon the
edge of & deep inaccessible cliff which descends for hun-
dreds of feet into the peaceful valley beneath, Over the
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verge of the cliff, just without the south-eastern angle of
the fort, where the wall retires, there exists a famous cave
overgrown by a hardy jujube tree, and so cunningly con-
trived by nature that only by accident could its existence
be suspected at all. This cave is known as KifirKét-ki-
Ghar, or the Cave of the Fort of the Infidels. It runsina
downward sloping direction about forty feet into the lime-
stone rock, dnd it ends in two small natural chambers very
difficult of access. When the devoted garrison found their
retreat cut off on all sides, it is said that they threw their arms
into the bottom of the cave, and that then,in the character
of unarmed suppliants, they came forth and made an un-
availing appeal for quarter to their terrible invaders,

Ome bright winter's day after ivspecting the old walls, and
clambering down into the depths of the cave where ashes and
potsherds existed in abundance to attest its ancient uses,
I was resting in the dense shade of the grove of well.grown
Sanathd which covers the hill, when I ovetheard some of
my village-guides disputingas to whether the Cave of the In-
fidels might not be identical with the legendary Cave of
Gandgarh, some asserting that it was the same, and others
maintaining the contrary.

% Gandgarri-kl-Ghdr,” said a tall mountaineer from Sirikdt
“js in Pir Thin. To this cave Rdjd Rasdlu never came at
all.”

“As no one has ever been able tofind the Cave of

. Gandgarh,” answered a man of Ghdzi, 1 do not see why
. this should not be it." : B



