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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

Tug old English Folklore Tales are fast dying out.
The simplicity of character necessary for the re-
taining of old memories and beliefs is being lost,
more rapidly in England, perhaps, than in any other
part of the world. Our folk are giving up the old
myﬂ:l.afurliﬂw onez. Before remorseless “ progress,”
and the struggle for met.anca, the poetry of life is
being quickly blotted ont. In editing this volume
I have endeavoured to selact some of the best speci-
mens of our Folklore. With regard to the nursery
tales, I have taken pains to give them as they are
in the earliest editions I could find, I muat say,
however, that, while 1 have taken every cars to
alter only as much as was sbsolutely necessary in
these tales, some exeision and slight alteration has
at times been I'Eq!;lil‘ﬂll
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A DISSERTATION ON FAIRIES.

DY JOSEPH RITEON, ESQ.

THE carliest mention of Fairies is made by Homer,
if, that is, his English translator has, in this instance,
done him justice :—

* Where round the bed, whence Achelsns springs,
The wat'ry Fairies denee it mazy rings.”
{iad, B. zziv. §17.)

Theze Nymphs he supposes to frequent or reside
in woods, hills, the sea, fountains, grottog ete,
whence they are peculiarly called Naiads, Dryads
and Nereids :

* What sounds are thoss that gather from the shores,
The voice of nympha that hannt the aylvan bowers,
The fair-hair'd dryads of the shady wood,

Or azure daoghters of the silver flood 1"
{Odyss, B. vi. 122.)

The original word, indeed, is mymphs, which, it
must be confessed, furnizshes an accurate idea of the
Jays ( fées or fales) of the ancient French and Italian
romances ; wWherein they are represented az females
of inexpressible beauty, elegance, and every kind of
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