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INTRODUCTORY.

. TeEIs VOLUME, like those thst have preceded it, has been prepared with special
reference to ths wanis of teschers and advanced scholars in Sunday-schools. Its
notes are intendsd to furnish the latest reaults of gxegetical and taxtual eriticism
and recent discovery ; to explain the meaning of words, idioms, gnd phrases of the
ariginal; $o exhibit the drift and object of the discourse or narrative in each pur-
ticular place; to describe the places, persons, and custums se they oscuy in the

taxt; and to enforee the whals with pracncal lessons an the way of salvationand
the dutiea of the Christian life. The sim has also been to sbrike o mean bétween
brevity and profxity, and af the same tlne give the ald needed by teachers of
ordinary infplligence,

Toe INreRNATIONAL Henrze o Lassows, which Is given and commented upon
in this volums, ambracea abont one-third of the Goppel of Mark, and presents 5
very goott view of the mighty deeds of Jesus, as recorded by this Evangelist,
Tha historical linka between the Iesscns are alse briefly noted. Itis to be hoped
that this will be preparatery to s foller stady of this most Important Gospel which
has been moat sacly neglected by both:pepalsr and critical students of the Bible,

Tre Berrerome TEET haa heen given in both the Common and the Heyised
Versions. Many who nse the former wish to conpult the latter, and thosa who
prefer tha Istier often desire fo compare with it the former. The paragraplh form
is used in both, as best adapted o give the.connection of thoughs and s quick and
intelligent view of o pasenge. Theo whole of Mark in the Ravised Versign s, how-
ever, glven at the end of the yolume, which will facilitate reference tor the con-
mection and conjext of the Lesaons, and to the incidents narratedl between them,
The comments ara upon the Hevised Version; those mpoen the Comman Yersion
have already been given to the public in thg authers “ Notes oo Mark.” A ecer-
tain similarity and sancness of exposition neecssarily exist in the two volumes;
yet thers will be found in the two s certain diversity snd independence. Tha
Revised Version of the whole Goapel by Mark, ie printed at the close of the hook.

Ten Hapuowsy oF TER Four Evarezrists should receive epecisl attention,
gince the Gospel of Mark is eminently suited ns a hasis of Gospel harmony and as
an intreduction to the regular and syetematio study of the New Testament. Thera
is & certain simplicity and natarslness about its structure, s regularity. withont
sseming effort in its marrative, a vividness and deiall in jts descriptions, and where-
ever it narrates the same events as other Gospols, o gratifying firllness in giving the
deada of Christ. The study of Gospel harmaony wonld lose & great portion.of it
interest if the Gospel of Mark were blotted out of existemce. Frequent reference
has therefore been made to the “ English Harmony of the Four Gospels” by the
suther. A liftle additiona]l effort snd study may be necessary, but no one who
undertakes the task will Tegret it, in view of the pleasme and profit obtained
therafrom. LI

With these introductory romarka, the volume is sent on its mission, with the
preyer ghat it may accomplish something for Christ's cause and glory. It is fitking,
however, to add s fow things respecting the writer of this Gospel and the Gospel
itself.
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INTRODUCTORY.

Tae aecoxp Goarkrn hea been universally ascribed to MARg, a3 its anthor, whom
anclont Christian writers with one consent declare to have been “the interpreter
of Poter,” He was probably the * John whose surname was Mark,” mentioned in Acts
12 : 18, 25, the former Deing his Jewish, and the latter his Roman name; the son
of Mary, & Christien matron and Jewish proprietress, residing at Jerusalem, Acts
12: 13; end ¥ a counsin of Barnabas,” for so Col 4: 10 shotld be transiated, Some
without sufficient rensons have supposed two Marks, one the companion of Paul,
the other of Peter; while I'a Costa even thoaght to indentify the Evangelist with
the “devout soldier "' sent by Cornelfus to Peter, Acts 10 7.

Mark appears to have been converted to Christianity through the instrumentality
of Peter, who styles him “ My son” (1 Pt 6:18); buot whether this ocourred”
before or after the resurrection of Josus, is wholly unknown, A tradition
Mark a¢ one of the seventy, who took offanss at oor Lord's hard ssylng (John
@ 80-86), but this is vneupported and contrary to another tradition, that he was
nelther o hearer nor s follower of eor Lord. More probsable is the opinion that ha
waa the young man wha followed, and then fled from the betrayed Master, and who is
slona mentionad by Mark, and with great minnteness (Mark 14: 51). But however
this may be, he became an assistant and cempanion of Paul and Barnabas in their
firat missionary journay (Acta 18: 6}, but loft them at Pamphylia and retarned to
Jernsalem. e this became s cetsa of varianca and separation, on thelr second
journay, Acts 15:38-40, Barnabas accordingly took Mark with him to Cypras,
Mark, however, Tecovered the eonfidemce of Panl, and was with him in his first
imprisoonment at Kome, Col. 4:10; Philem. 24, After this he was with Peter at
Bebylon, 2 Pet. : 18.  Btill later he seems to have been with Timothy at Ephesns,
% Tim. 4111, Beyond this point the scriptures are silent concerning him.

Tradition, however, brings Mark with Pater fo Rome; but thisspperenily resta
upon & misunderstandieg of 1 Pet. §: 1], Babylon being wrongly taken as the
typical name of Rome (Humdiwd, Beele, Hiat, B 15; vi 14), Thence he is said to
hiave gone to Alexandria, where ha heeame pastor of the ehurch and whers he ig
gaid to have snffered martyrdom. Much better supported, however, and much
more probable, ia thet tradition which affirme that Merk wrote his Gospol under
the direction of Pater. Thers is moch evidence of this in the Goapel itsclf, whmh
relates events with the details and vividness of an oye-witness.

Tan TiMe when Mark wrote his Gospel can net be positively determined. Fo-
clesinstical tradition la contrudietory snd untractworthy, Trenmussays it was writ-
ten after the death of Peter and Paul; bub accordlng to Papias, and Clement of
Alexandria, 1t was written during DPater's lifetime, Later ancient authorities put
ite date much earlicr, as early as A, D, 40 or 43, bat withont evidenoe or proba-
bility. There is nothing in the New Testament to decide the question. * Tt must
lisvo been written before the, destmuction of Jerusalem, A. D. 70, otherwise so
remarkable a fulfillment of onr Lord's predietion in the thirteenth chapter would
have besn noticed. Omn the other hand, the meotion of Mark in Col. 4: 10, s &
cougin of Barnabas, us if that were Lis highest distinetion, weuld indicate that hia
Guqul was not then publishad, about A D, a2, the time when that epistle was
written. Mark at this time was with Paul at Rome, Col, 4: 10; Philemon 24.-
Bomewhat later ho was with Peter ot Babylon, 1 Pet. 5: 13. There he may have
composed hia Gespel, or heving written it previously, he may have submitted it to
Peter for his inspection and approval. When Paul wrote his eecond epistle to
Timothy, during his second imprisonment st Roms, about A, D, 67 or 68, Mark
appears to have been in Asia Minor, 2 Tim, 4:11, Frem all this, we may conclude
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INTRODUTTORY.

that the most probable time of the writing of this Gospel, or et least of it publica-
tion, was between A. D 82 and @8,

TaE PLAc# is even more uneactain than the time. Thare is nothing in the Bible
to indicate it. The mention of Mark with Peter at Babylon (L Pek 5: 138) gives
but the elightest foundajion for suggeating that it might have besn composed thers,
Clement of Alexandria, Easebius, Jerome, etc., mention Rome sa the place; but
earller writers, such as Papias and Irenmuy, do not speak of it.  Aws for Peter, it is
not probable that he was at Roms befors the last year of his lifa. Chrysostom -
mantions Alexandria, bot this is oot confirmed by other tostimony. Bome wounld
combine thess views, supposing it published in both eitiss, Tis Latinisms show
that Mark underatoed something of Latin, but prove nothing regarding the place
of composition, At most they only etrengihen the very common opiniom, that
the Gospel wae written for Gentile, inoloding Roman, rendars.  The place of writ-
ing we must leava whare we found it, nneertaim.

Mark wRoTE ePgoranry Fom Gemrine CaERITIANS.  His design was princi-
pally to narrate the official life of Jesun Chriet, the Bon of God. Henoe the begln-
ning and the eod of the Groapel ere brief and summary. Ha cmits the gencalogy
and all socounts of the early years of both Johmand Jesus to which Gentiles wouald
sttach Jess importance than would the Jews. He quotes littie from the Gld Testa-
ment, and makes but few references to the Prophets, Docsuse of leas interest to
Qentiles. He does not even use the word Law, and makes no effort, ke Matthew
inthe " Sermon on the Mount,” to show the relation of Josua to the old dispensation

Mark also makes geographical and persenal explanations, describes Jewish cus-
toma, and translates Habrew or Aramean axpresgions, all of which would be neces-
eary for & Gantile but not for a Jew.

TOR ARRANGEMENT oF Man® is natural and easy, giving graphic sketches of
Christ’s mighty deads, conflicts, and vietorica, The principal divisions are as
follows:

1. The ministry of John the Baptist; the baptism snd temptation of Jesus, ch,
1:1-13

+2, Chriat's early Gialilean mimistry, from the lmprisonment of John to the appoint-
ment of the Twelve. A time of growing populsrity, and slse of growing opposi-
tion, culminating in en organized movement, ch, 1: 143 t0 8 12,

3. Galilean ministry, from the appointment of the Apostles to Christ's departors
for the country of Tyre and Bidon, A parlod of great Pharisalc mulignity, merked
on the part of Jesus by & change to pavabolle instruction; alse of great miracles,
and great activity of Chriat and the Apostles, 'Tha ralation of Jeuus to his relatives.
to malignant and blasphemous Pharisees, to unbelieving countrymen, and to Herod
Antipas, is brought to view, ch. 3: 13; to 7: 22,

4, Christ's visit to tha Gentila world, ch. 7 : 24-30,

5. Christ’s ministry in Decapolis and northern Galiles, The transfignration, ch,
F:31; to8:29,

8. Later ministry in Galiles, ch, 3 : 30-50.

7. Last journey from Galilee throngh Perea to Jerusalem, ch. 10: 1-52.

8. Closing scenea of Christ's public ministry at Jerusalem, cha. 11, 12, 13.

9. The sufferings and death of Jesus, che. 14, 15,

10. Resurrection and ascension, ch. 16.

Bowxrvous, N. J., Hay, 1874,
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GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MARK.

Lmssow I, Jvix 5, 1874

THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL. Omar, 1: I-1L.

THU COMMON VHESTON. THE NEVISED VERSION.
THE beginning of the gospel| Ten beginning of the good
of Jesus Chrigt, the Bon of God ; | news of Jesma Christ, Bon of God,

The ministry of Joln the Baptist; he bapdiem of Jemip ~-Fargiiel pasaages : Matt 13 1-17;
Luke 3: 1-33. See Anthor's ¥ English Harmony of the Gospols; §§ 19, 20. Whenever a
Harmony In referred to in this volore the one joat namad 19 meant.

We begin to-dey u alx montha' etudy of the Qoepel, acoording to Mari- No Gospel in better
solted for beginning the sindy of tha kil of Chriat. The erents are relatad in thelr oatursl and,
with two or three sxoeptions, in thelr ehronological order. The leading facts of Christ’s
history are bronght viyidly to view. Mark excsade zll the othar Evangelists !n his mivote and
life-like delinentions, giving the deeds of Chriat, prestntitg him a8 the MreATY woasse. His
Gospel consists of & serias of Kfe slafeles ; and althoogh wo cannet ascomplish the whels fn
six months, we hope to get a good and clear viaw of Jesns as proscbted In hin Gospel.

1. ‘Tae beginuing & Iotrodcoes the ninistry of Joht &8 the forernnner of Christ. To separate
thin verso from the two followlng, with which it s closely sonnected, and make it the title of
the whole beok, 1a annatural aod arbltraty.

The good news, for 5o the word Forpel menns ; the glad ddings of a Bavler snd of bis mlve-
tion. Compare Bom.1: 3. This &égan to be proclalmed by Jobn. Compare Lake 16 : 16.

Fosuid. The persoiil pame of avr Lord, the Greek furt of Jeshoa, meanlog Fahovak his Relp
or Savior, ind given him by command of the pngel, becenss he should *F save his peopla from
their alng.” Matt. 1: 21.

Ohrirt. His oficial nams, mesnfeg auoinied, corresponding to the Hobrew Megsinh. Ps. 2:
2; Dan.9: 34,25 Johnf:dl; &: 36. He was the Ancinted Prophet, Priest, and Eing of
Bpiritual Yerael, of the kingdom of Ged.

Boz of @ad § or Zod's Bon, the article boeing owmitted in the corigital. Bravity was often
stadied in titdea, Mattbew {oh. 1:1), whoe wrote for Jewlsh Chriatians, Introduces Christ as
Bon of Dwavid fn his relation to Israel; bot Mark, who wrote for Gentile believcrs, presents him
at coce a8 3on of God, in the highest senes, dlrine, partaker of the Godbead  and hence possess-
ed of divine power. The Jow needed to be nonvinesd that Jesos was the Messinh foretold by
the prophets ; the Gantile that be was posserscd of dlrinlty, an Almighty Bavior, before whom
all the pretended divinitiea of heathendom wera evidenily sporions. Hencs, while Matthew
wrpecially givea the folBliment of prophecies and the words of Jesus, Mark dwells particularly
on the nots and power of Jesas.

“ Jesng Christ Ju not the only person whe s ealled the Bon of Qod in the Boriptures.  Angels
{Job1:8;38:T) kingmand rolers (2 Bam. 7: 14: Pe.8% !4}, the righteons and their families (Gen.
6 :3,4) and eapecially bellevara in Jegna (1 John, 4 : 2}, wre all 2o called to express their high
rank or relation snd resemblance to the Most High, But Christ calls himself and ks oalled by
the sacrad writars not a son of God, but vax Son qf God, (Jobo 1:84; 11 : 4), and what la,
if pomible, stlll more distinotive and complets tEE Bow. (The abaence of tho article in
some ceses can be essily expialned grawmatically. @ w. v.}. In most of the passages In
which the title is applied to others it ocenrs o the plaral number, or, if in the sogalsar nom-
‘ber, withount the article, as when God aays to Solomen, ‘T will be his father, and he shall bhe
my son,’ 3 Sam. 7:14. The pazesges In which magistratos and angels are called sone of God,
& not only ploral aod indeficits, but they are foond only in sach postical books a5 Job and the
Panlms, and are manifestly the language of postry. Moreover these, and slao those in which
the title Inapplied to Adsi (Luke § 1 59) sad E;hm wce sulitary passages, uot only pecaliar




