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PAN-GERMANISM

CHAPTER I

THE CAUSES OF GERMAN AGGRESSION

F{}R some years those at all familiar with cur-

rent internationsal affairs have Imown that
it was the cusfom in the German navy to drink
o toast, “To the day.” Many people have
hugged to themselves with glee the * secret ™ in-
formation that the officers were drinking to the
day when war should be declared against Eng-
land, but few indeed seem to have realized the
splendour of the vision now hefore German eves,
or the ideas of the international situation which
makes victory seem #0 near as to send German
blood coursing awiftly in the anticipation of tri-
umph. The Germans aim af nothing less than
the domination of Europe and of the world by
the Germanic race! One of the fundamentsl

1 % To Germany, & (flect] ie merely & means to an end, and that
end—if the Fan-Germans may bo believed—ia the destroetion
of the British Empire, the disruption of the French Republis, and
the domination of the world" Archibald Hurd in the Fortninhily
Reéview, Tor, Now Series, TB5.  Anyone whowilloompare this articla
with the official Memormndom of the Admirslty prepared for the
Dominion of Canada will have litele doubt that it was “ inspired.”
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errorg, of which idealists and advocates of peace
have been often guilty, is to treat this vast pro-
ject as an unreahity. In fact, it is already half
accomplished. Anequally mistaken view declares
it the conception of an individual which chances
to find for the moment a response in the German
people, or a scheme which depends for its exist-
ence upon the transient personal influence of a
few men. No doubt, a few men only know the full
details of the plans for the realization of this stu-
pendous enterprise, but the whole nation is none
the less fired by their spirit and is working as-a
unit in accordanco with their directions, It is
literally true that Germany has * become Bis-
marckian. His heavy spirit has settled upon it.
It wears his scowl. It has adopted his brutality,
a6 it bas his greatness. It has taken his eriterion
of truth, which is Germanie; his indifference to
justice, which is savage; his conception of a state,
which is sublime.” * This nation has forgotten
God in its exaltation of the Germanic race.”
Bombastic as such phrases are, they do convey
some notion of the militant spirit which has

Mr. Hard guotes tho {ollowiog scatences from the speech of the
Imperial Chansollor in the Reichetag on November 10, 1912: * For
months past wre have been living, and wo areliving now, in an atmos-
phere of passion such as we have perhape nover before experienced
in, Germany. At the root of this feeling 1s the determination of Ger-
many to make its strength and capability prevail in the world."
fea also the note at the sed of this ohapter.
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roused that nation. When Li Hung Chang first
learned from Bismarck the magnitude of these
plans, he was skeptical. But before his brief stay
in Germany waa over, he wrote in his diary:
“From all that T have aeen, | am more than ever
eonvineed that the Kaiser and Prinee Bismarck
meant what they said when they averred that the
German Empire was destined to become a dom-
inant factor in Europe.”

The magnitude of the conception, the degree
of success already attained, the probability of its
gomplete realization, the grave dangers which it
involves to other nations, are most clearly demon-
strated by the alarm manifested by the latter.
England’s foremost soldier, Lord Roberts, has
publicly declared that she has never been in all
her history in a position of greater peril. The
leader of the Opposition in the JTouse of Commons
a8 solemnly affirmed the truth of his statement.
Ten yeara ago, he said, England had command of
every sea; now she held control only of the North
Sea. Ten years ago her fleet was so strong that
she could have confidently expected to emerge
victorious from a struggle of the magnitude of the
Napoleonic wars; to-day there was no such prob-
ahility. The ex-Premier of France, M. Clemen-
ceau, said in public: “ When I look towards the
boundary of a territory which was French when



