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PREFACE

HETHER or not we helieve

that events ave congcionsly

ordered before their ocenrrcenes, we

are eowpelled to admit the mpor-

tanee of Contingency in human af-
fars.

If we bhelieve in such an orderly
and predetermined arrangement, the
small circumstance upon which a
great evenl may hinge becomes, in
onr view, but the instrumentality by
means of which the great plan is
operated, It by no means sets aside
the vital influence of chance to as-
sume that ““all chance is but direc-
tion which we capnot see.”’

For instanee, the heliever in apecial
providences regards as clearly provi-
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PREFACE

dential the flight of the flocks of
birds which diverted the course of
Colombus from our shores to those
of the West Indies; but it is none
the less true that this trivial cirenm-
stanee cansed the great navigator to
turn hig prow.

Those who, on the other hand, re-
ject the idea of special providences,
and treat history as a sequence of
oceurrences  cmerging  mechanieally
from lhe relations of men wilh one
another, must admit that eauses for-
ever contend with causes,” and that
the nice balance of action and reac-
tion mav sometimes he influenced
radically by even so small a cirenm-
gtance as the cackling of 1he geese of
Rome. 1t is true that the evolutionist
is apl to become a believer in necessity
lo an extent which appears unlikely to
the mind of the other. Ewvents, in his
view, inhere in the nature and char-
acter of men, these in their turn be-
ing the result of the physical circum-
stances that differentiate the nations.
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PREFACE

This view seems at first to redunee
the probability that accident will at
any time sensibly alter the course of
affairs.

But if we take historical action
and reaction at their moments of
equilibrium, we zee that the {ide of
affoirs may sometimes appear to fol-
low the drift of a feather. Consider,
for instance, the declaration of the
ke of Wellington that the issue of
the battle of Waterloo turned upon
the closing of the gates of lngomont
Castle by the hand of one man. Well-
imgton was certainly in a position to
know if this was true; and in the
light of the iremendons events that
depended upon the trfling act, does il
not appear that aceident for one mo-
ment outweighed 1o consequence any
neecessity that mbered in the charae-
ter of the French people or that of
the nations arraved against them at
Waterloo? 1t may be the funetion of
Contingency fo correct the overcon-
fidence of the evolntionist,
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PREFACE

At all events, we ecannot dismiss
the ¢if’"; there is, as Touchstone
says, much virtue in it,

J. . G



THE IFS OF HISTORY






