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PREFACE.

Mo person, of common obsetvation, can fil to ses that
the doctrine of the arnfhilation ‘df the ‘wicked has been
gaining ground, to some extent, for the Tast elght or‘ten -
yoars. The inquiring and ressomable portion of all denom-
inations are growing tired of the wwfnl and ‘ohooxious:
doctrine of endless woe, and, 48 o substitots, are fist,
floeing to the renks of those who beliéve that a portien
of the human family i to be totally and endlessly anni-
hilated. Bot, though this doctrine may be e little more
palatable to the humane than that of never-ending tor-
ture, it is, nevertheless, en unscriptural doctrine, s desti-
tuts of proof as 8 that of eternal soffering. And -yet,
as it is guining ground, it must be met T have
sccordingly, in the following pages, endesvored fairly
and folly to show that it is not the doctrine of the
Bible.

In this work I take the position, that the Scriptures
sbundanily declare that sll menkind are to be finally
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holy and happy. This, however, 3§ Dot & new dockrine,
It was advocated by many in the early nges of the
Christian religion. We find distinct traces of it in the
Sybilline Oracles, which appeared abost A. I 140 or
150, Clement of Alexandria, President of the renownped
catechetical school in that city, believed it. He was
the most learned and ilustrious of ell the Christian
fathers before Origen. And Origen, the most illustrions
of all the Christian Fathers, was o decided Universalist,
and, a5 is well known, taught and defended this doc-
trine in almost ell hia works. He wae bom A, D. 185
We find that many of the Fathers, immedistely after Ori-
gen’s day, maintained the doctrine, and it Howrished
until the dark ages neerly extinguished the fire of truth
which burmed on Christian altaps, Buot, after the refor-
mation it speedily revived, and was beligvad and defended
in England by Dr. Hey, Rev. Jeremy White (Chaplain
to Oliver Cromwell}, Dz. Henry Moore, Archbishop Til-
lotson, Dr. Thomas Burnet, Sir Isanc Newton, Dr. Samnel
Clarke, Dr. George Cheney, Chevalier Ramsay, Danjel
DeFoe (the celebrated author) Dr. Edward Yoong (suthor
of Night Thoughts), and & large number of others. Many
very lesrned men, in Germaoy, embraced the doctrine.
It spread also in Holland, Switzerland, Ireland end Scot-
land; and it is pow believed and ndvocated by many
emong the greatest and best men of which the world
can bosst. The fect that so many have believed it
does not, indeed, prove the doctrine to be true; bat,
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unless there were some ground for s truth, so many
great and good men would never bave believed and
advocated it

Thoee who read this work will perceive, that my argu-
menta are based whelly on the Seriptures. “To the law
and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this
word, it i becunse there im no light in them” And,
thet ell who read this little volume, may come t =
imowledge of the truth and be msaved, i= the sincere
prayer of '

Tue Avrmon.
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