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INTI&-GDUUTGRY ESESAY,
BY sAMURL MILLER, D. Iy,

FROFESIOR OF FAOTESIASTICAL [I2TNRY AN CIIORCIT GOVERN-
MENT [N Tt THEOLGOITAL EEMIMANY
AT FERINCLTGN, R L.

Ix our inguivies eancerning the Cliristinn Sabbath,
few things are more infecestiog or instructive than
its history. The judicions and worthy nuther af
the Tollowmg exeellen! Lectures, has expreszed an
opinion that the eonsceration of one day in seven to
rest from bodily Tabor, snd 1o the serviee of Gad,
may be traced back very distinetly to the close of
the work af ereation.  The reasons which hoe offess
in suppert of this apinzan will got hero be repeated.
They will probably be decmed zeiliciently solid by
most readers. From the moreent there was a man
upont tho earth, it seoms 1o bave been the will of God
that a seventh parl of tiee should be conseerated to
his serviee. It is quite ecrtain thet much, very muel,
12 mande of the Sabhnth !.]:u'r.'-u,r__:r[m:u the whole of (he
Ol Testament, and, esprezally, thal the Prophets,
i all their reflections on the melhneholy past, and
in all thelr anticipations of the parieatons futere,
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represent the sapctification of the Sablath as bving
at the foundation o all terepoc] ns well ns spintual
prosperity, awl the negleet of thiz divine instimtion
as most certainly drawing dowo the destroyiog judg-
mentz of Liod on those whe il::nchlt,t__r_c:l.l it This fens
tave of the prophetic pas of tke Old Testoment,
I8 too prominent o escape the notice of any intelli-
vent readers "The Proplets dwell such more on
mearad than eeremonial chservanees ; awl denounce
the terrors of the Alnishiy much mom freguently
anid solemnly ogopst delisguencies with regard 1o
the [ormer than the latter. Yet who that has read
their theilling pages Lios failed to observe that the
deseerntion of the Balilath is the olject of their eon-
stant and most emphatic proctamations of Divine
wrath 3 and eepresental as that great and radical
siny, which, more than moet others, s adapted to un-
dermine religions chovasior, and fo destroy nations 1
In fuct, theve is wo #iu, uoless, pechops, #omay bo
that of idudadry, whicli is more heavily consured, or
more wiviully threatencd, throushout their writings,
than the bresch of the Sabbath.  Sucrely, soch lan.
guage as the followlne cugle to make o deep iom-
pression upan every vellecting mind ;. Blegsed iz the
mian that Feepeth the Sahbath from polluting at.
Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and
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make them gopful tn uey howse of pragee.  Their
burat offerings vud their seevifiees shall be aveept-
edd wpon mine altar; for mine howse shall be eaflod
an house of prager for ol people. © But it ye will
ot hearken vito me fo hallow the Saldatl duy, then
will I Eindle a fire in gour gotes, and it shall de-
vour your palaces, aad i shall not be guenched.
Moreorer, T guve them my Sabbathe to be o sign
Botwreen me and them, aud thai they aight beow thot
Fawm the Lord thet sanedify fheme Yot they despised
ny Judements, aud walked no? in wy sfntvies, but
polluted wmy Sabbaths, As T live, saith the Lord
Crod, gurely with a wighty hand, and with ¢ gdreteh-
cid-ont @i, and with fury povred o, will T orole
over yow. And T ol ecwee you fo puess wader the
roely i will brieg gow info the bond of the coves
nuitf.  Thus seith the Eord, because they have fors
gotten me, wnd cagd we Bebiad their bock, and de-
Fled wmy sanctuary, and profaned my Sabbailis—
Behold, Fwill firing wp a company upon them, and
will mive them fo be removed end spotfed. Thes
saith the Lord, becatge they have profaned my holy
i‘Mﬁgﬂ' ; becese f.-"n:g,r fraape j‘ili!n'l'- e dfﬁ%ﬂ'um beticeen
the holy and the profane, and have hid their eyes
frow my Sabbaths, and Fam profined among them ;

therefore have I powred out mine indignation upon
AR
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them ¢ I have consonad them with the five of my
wmfk; .t.&ﬂ]lf' LRV Tl.'ﬂ'y FH.E.DE -:. :i"r.':‘q:lmj.lt'r:.'h;l‘f ”Imﬂ
their heads, saith the Lord. Jf thow turn away thy
Sfoot from the Sabbath, from deing thy pleaswre on
my holy day ; and call the Sabbath a defight, the
Holy of the Lord, Honorable ; and sholt honor
Him, not doing thine cwon wops, nor fiuding thine
ewn pleasire, nor speaking thine owen words @ then
shalt thou delfight thyself in the Lovd ; and Iwill
cauge thee to pide wpon the kigh places of the carth,
und feed thee with the kevitage of Jacob thy futher ;
Sfor the mowth of the Lord hath spoken it.

None, it 15 presumed, will be surprised at this
language, who conzider the conseeration of one day
in seven to the serviee of Gad, not as a mere rituael
obserrance, hut as an undonbted duty of Moran axp
Perpervan OncioaTior.  That this s the case
with the Haly Salibath, 25 laid down in the fourth
commandment, is well established by our Author in
the second Lecturs in the Sollowing serics. Tt hos
been sometimes said, that the foerh commandment,
though it holils a place among other corumands, all
of which are allowed to be of wniversal and pees
petual obligntion, ennnot now be considered a3 in
foree, beeause it enjoins the ohservanee of the seventh
day ol the week, which is new generally acknow-
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ledged, among Cheistinns, not o b the Cheistian
sabbath.  This inferenes, however, cun by no
weang e admitted. Tle eommadment in ues-
tion enmpot b consideeod as lixing the precise day,
i order, which onght fo be obsorved ; hut only as
requiring that, after six dave of lnbor, the seventh
should e a day of rest, and be kept lolv. Strictly
spenking, then, in this scase, the Clidstinn Sabboth
i as el the seventh ey ng the Jewish Sabbath
was; that s, 1t i3 a8 much the soventh part of the
week, and succecds te six dovs of lnbor as really
as the Hebrew Sabbath dide "The fmirth command-
ment, then, far from being repealed or altered, iz as
much in force as ever, and applies as perfectly o
the Now Testnment Sabhath as to that of the Cepe-
moaind esonomy ; and, of course, cught to be re-
garded as establishing the morni and perpetual obli-
gation to devow ona day in seven Lo the serviee of
God, jll:-:L s 'rndulﬁm'!dj.' oy other pirts af the same
eode render obligatory at this hour, and will for ever
vender obligntory, abetinence [rom idolatey, venera-
ting Jehovah's name, honaving parents, or spealing
the truth to our neighbors.

With regard 1o the change of the Sabbath, under
the New Testament dispensaticon, from the seventh
to the first day of the week, the enlightened Author



