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PREFACE T0O THE SECOND LDITLON.

It was aowost seatifying recomopenso for the toils amd
sutterings of wy unduons jouney, to learn, on its first ap-
pearance in priat, that the yublie venchsafiad an anxious
mterest in my wild and lonely wandevings; and it now
wlfonds o eonsolatory Lalm to the sching consequences
which that jowney has entailed on owe. to find that the
scenes and sdventes T attempiced to pourteay, still vetain
some little charm, fuded thongde it be, snfficient to warmunt
me in telling v story over again; or, o the lanmuage of
the stage, of muodestly responding to the encore whiclh las
agroenbly penetriced to my ginict retrent.

T tenst T mny be exensed while putting forth tlis new
edition of my **Exewrsion,” if Take pride and credit for
the truth and aeeuracy of the anticipated speendations in
which T ventured fo indnlgo in my fermer publication, ve-
specting the settlement of California, its enpobilities for
agriculture, its trade and commercee, nd ioro particnlarly
its vast mineral wealth,

I originally stated my convietion that the gokd fonnd in
the placer digzings were the mera erumbs of voleanoisi,
and that the great deposits of the precious metals were to
be fonnd deep in the bowels of the carth, and m the sto-
pendons quartz stratifications, but only to be approacled
by the union of science and eapital; and now, after o lupse
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of bwo years slnee my visit to the mines, my predietions e
in eowrse of being fully verified. The amennt of the golden
Lrvest has been more than quadrupled, chiefly through
the agency of wenlth and sclence, ag applied to the erush-
ing of gquartz and the sinking of deep shalls in the auri-
ferous distriets. Sevewnl Foglich companies have been
organized for this pwpose; and 1 would say to them, let
them Lo of good chieer: thelr mining nvestments will
fruetily a hondrved-folid, if theic oporntinns are condusted
with skill, energy, snd houesty.

The overland jowrney io California, Illlﬂlflgh still an
arwluons one, i now divested of wany of the daneers and
diffienitics T emgouritercd.  lieplendshing depats aee mow
established at eonvenicnl patnds 0 dhe wilderness; the
folnt Judion denil los beeowse » beuten thoroughture; the
morasses 1o longer threaten to enolpl the traveller; the
rapid rivers nve ferried over; the dhicked i prerced; the
foresis felled; the rogged puss smoothed over; there’s a
well i tho desevt; sod the tervor of retribution keeps the
savage Indian In nwe: nevertheless, our indelaligable tour-
ists had better gonlinoe to confine their ercursions to tho
# benutiful Ihine,” and the fumilioe olpine scenery of Swit-
zevland, uniil the eompletion of the greal eentral railway,
and econlent themselves, in the intevim, with a perusal of
these pages, which are now snlmitred, in a cheap and

amended form, by

THE AUTHOIL
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