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PREFACE.

i - -

Tue routine of liberal education in England has
hitherto embraced only the classics and mathe-
matics,. These subjects alone have been regu-
larly and eystematioally studied at the universities
and great public schools. A few rewards have,
indeed, been occasionally bestowed on exeellence
in English composition; but the educational
authorities have, in general, contented them-
gelves with rewarding the merit thus displayed,
without devising any rtegular system for pro-
duecing it. The study of the grammar and litera-
ture of the English languaze hes not been
recognised as an essential part of a liberal edunca-
tion. These branches have not been incorporated
into the ordinary course of instructidn at any of
our great educational establishments. The stu-
dent has, indeed, been left free to study them, if
g0 inclined ; but he has had to do so without the
aid of the educational appliances so abundantly
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available for the study of classics and mathe-
matica; no systematic plan of reading has been
marked out for hin to follow; no staff of tutors
and professors has been ready to aid him in his
difficulties, and to advise him in his reading.
From studies pursued in this desultory fashion,
no very satisfactory resulte could be expeeted:
for it is not thus that accurate scholarship or
good taste is, in general, produced. And, accord-
ingly, it wos often found that men who had
passed through a regular training at a public
school and a univeraity, who had been drilled
systematically inte &ll the grammatical nicetiea
of the classical languages, and had been educated
to appreciate the beauties of classical hiterature,
vet knew little of the liternture of their own
eountry, sud bad aequired no principles to guide
them in the correct use of their native speech,
except perhaps the very mistaken assumption that
the usages of the English language follow the
analopy of the classieal tongues.

One of the chief benefits that have resulted
from the introduction of the system of competi-
tive examination into the public service, is that
public attention has thereby been directed to the
very deficient character of the English education
given at our great seats of learning. The simpler
examinations have shown that no inconsiderable
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proportion of boys who have just finished school,
have not received an education sufficient to pass
an examination in the most elsmentary branches
And the examinations for the Indian Civil Bervice,
which have for the first time asserted the right of
the English Ianguage to rank on & par with the
other, tradifional, branches of a liberal educa-
tion, have equally shown how imperfeclly the
youth of the higher schools and universitiss are
trained in the literature and langnage of their
native country, ‘The public exposure of the de-
ficiency is the best method of remedying it.
Alresdy more importance is attached to the study
of Englich ; and it may be confidently expected
that in a few years a thoroughly~qualified English
master will form part of the staff of all the great
public schools, not despised and underpaid as the
teacher of a superfiluous accomplishment, but
enjoying equal statns and emoluments with the
other masters; and that the universities will
possess & large body of professors and tutors com-
petent to lecture on English with the same ability
and knowledge that they have hitherto shown in
other subjecta.

The examinationa of the Indian Civil Service
Commissicners have hot, however, given universal
satisfaction. At first it was objected that they
were unreasonably difficult; but this ground
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seems to have been mbandoned, and it is now
asserted that they are too eamsy, and afford an
unfair opportunity by which imperfectly educated
men may obtain high marks. It is complained
that by a short and saperficial study of Engliﬂ'h,
as many marks may be obtained as by many
years’ study of classics or mathematics. IF this
ware true, the complainants have the means of
redresging their grievances in their own hands.
No one is bound to prepare himself only in those
subjects that are barren of honour, and to become
& martyr for the sacred prezcriptive rights of
Greek and the caleulus. If it ie eaey to get
marks in' English, why de the prumblers not go
in and get them? But the truth is, that the
educational value of any study canmot be mea-
sured by the length of time which it is customary
to devote to it; but rather by the amount of
mental effort expended npon it, and the amount
of mental oulture which it implies and produces.
The labour of half-s-dozen years may be required
to imprint in the memory of & boy an accurate
knowledge of the technical minutiz of the Latin
or Greek grammar, of the elegances of the
syntax, and the mysteries of the prosody; but
such knowledge as this, as an index of intellectual
effort, or a test of intellectual strength, is not to
be placed on the same level with the power to



