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PREFACE.

NO apolagy can be necessary for the pub,
lication of the present Poem, 1If it deserves
any regard, the public will be at liberty to
deiermine. [f it has no claims upen their
favour, the consequences devolve solely upon
the author. In the mean time, it is a duty
he owes to bimself to declars, that he has
used his best efforts to render it acceptable.
The subject itself, however, is of such vital
interest 1o the community, that he presumes
to hope it may excite attention ; and if that
object be attained, it will be a sufficient con-
solation under the partial odivm necessarily
a?
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attending such n composition, and in the
midst of those obstacles, which it will proba-

bly oppose 1o his future success in his pro-
fession.

There are, however, some subjects of 2
general natare intrednced inte the Poem,
which it may not be improper to notice
somewhat more at large in this place.

It appeats too much the practice of per-
sons who cstimate things by halves, to depre-
ciate directly or indirectly the value of our
Ecclesinstical Establishment. Otihers again
contemplate it with total indifference. Any
thing, however, would be preferable to such
nenirality. 1f {he Church of England is not
a polity of the first importance, let the im.
mediate dissolufion of it become a national
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experiment ; let us try.the effect of such a
bill, as that once presented by * Sir Edwarnd
Deering, in the time of Chatles 1. ; or allow
it to die away in an enfechbled and superan-
nuated old age, Buot if it is of essential im-
portance to the country, if it has been, and is,
the admiration of the Christian world, the
< ocellus Fcclesiarum,” the basis of the best
eivil government, the common bond of social
confidence and securily, amd the most ra-
tional of all religious institutions, it becomes
a Neccssary consequence, that it should be
supported in 8 manaer best calculated to give
it effect ; that those, who devote their time,
health, and abilities, to it’s service, should be
removed from every difficelty and incon-

venience, that may damp their exertions;

* Clarendon'a History of the Rebeltion, Duck TII,
wd
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and that not only the State, the legisiative
and executive powers of government, should
lose no opportunity of promoting it's welfare,
and of acknowledging it's advantages, but
every individual should pay it the tribute
of respect, deference, support, and prati-
tude.

It is said, that the Clerpy are indolent and
supine in the performance of their profes-
sional duties, and the increase of Methodizm
is nddaced in proof of the assertion. But
ia not this, if the assertion be troe, the effect
of poverty in the officialing part of them ?
Is it not because the motives to exertion
are curtailed, or nol sufficient; and that
they are obliged to seek a maintenance, a
precarious and disreputable subsisfence, by
employments foreign to the profession which
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shoold support them ¢ None but knaves will
assert, that their porerty is the consequence
of their own vices, and impedfiections. Ina
body, they may be considered as the main
pillar of the national character: and let me
be allowed to snggest, that it is at the peril
of the country to neglect them. With the
demolition of our Fsablished Church, it
wants mo great sagacity to foresee the down-
fall of our libérties ; unlesm universal profli-
gacy, want of faith and social intesrity, nar-
row and intolerant higuiry, hypoerisy, ne-
glected or superficial education, eolution of
political ties, debility of institutions, public
treachery, destruction of legal principle,
abandonment of the poor, insecurity of pro-
perty, debasement .of national reputation,
and final revolution, may be thought com-
patible with real freedom,



yii PREFACE,

T bave neither Teisure ‘nor inclination, to
snewer the ohjections of some modern caril-
lers against the Church. We all know what
& serions infringement of the liberty of the
subject it would be to censure their dispu-
ting upou that, which they have not the op=
portunities of understanding. In civil and
ecclesinstical matters this tight, though
implicitly waved in the first foundation of all
governinent, must meet with no restraint,
It would efectually estrange many from the
Established Church to tell them that they
were not fully competent to judge of its
merits and defects, This, however, I must
gay j-~=it is the height of uncharitableness,
nor ¢an 1 envy that man his understanding
or moral feelings, who is weak enongh to
imagine that generstions of men should con-
tinue in the mere mercenary profession of a



