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“ FOR our rejoicing is this, the testimony
‘“of our conscience, that in eimplicity and
“ godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but
by the grace of God, we have had our con-
¢ versation in the world.” This may be fitly
applied to the subject of this memoir; whe,
baving very little knowledge of literature, and
being naturally of a shy, diffident disposition,
associating in his youthful days bat little with
those from whose experience and jJudgment
he could kave acquired snch an understanding
of men and things as is common, he was there-
by deprived of those advantages which in
more advanced life might have been really
heneficial to him.

He was the son of Jacob and Catharine
Thomas, who lived in Merion, Philadelphia
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but his mind not acquainied with the nature
and awfulness of divine worship, and the
requisite preparation of heart to come to a
true knowledge of it, could not readily com-
prehend why it shonld be thus, or what
. should induce this quiet waiting and inward
retirement to experience a qualification for the
performance of this solemn duty.—After some
time, an elderly Friend, under the influence
“of the love of the Gospel, stood up and spoke
with such power and energy, as fully reached
his state, opened his understanding, and gave
him to see and feel in some degree, the efficacy
of that Grace and Truth which came by Je-
sus Christ. Speaking of this meeting, be says,
¢ jt"was not the words that confirmed me, but
¢ gomething of a flavour [savour] that atiend-
¢ gd them, which I did evidently feel in my
¢ heart, saying, this is the way, walk in it.”

Submitting to this divine visitation, he waa
drawn to labour fervently against the preva-
lence of his own corrupt will; for although he
had been preserved in a moral life, or what
is generally esteemeil in the world an orderly
regular conduct, yet now through the illumi-
nation of Divine Light, seeing that the heart

. of man is deceitful and desperately wicked,
AR
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ing, a reformation was wrought in the fa-
mily, much harmony subsisied among them,
aud great nearness of affectionate sympathy
towards him in his various exercises prevail-
ed: but believing that relirement in this the
infant state of his religious experience was
needful, he obtained liberty of his father io
put up a little cabin, where he might be more
secluded from company, and here much of
his {ime was spent, when not engaged in se-
cnlar concerns. One night as he was walking
alone with his mind gathered into a solemn
calm, be had a gentle inlimation communi-
cated to his spiritual ear, that it would be
right for him to leave his father’s house, and
proceed in a north-easterly direction fo such
place as it would be proper for him to reside
in for some time. As this was an unexpecied
opening, it brought considerable exercise upon
him, through the weight whereof, and his fer-
vent desire to be rightly directed, he became
0 reduced in his health and strength that he
could scarcely perform his usual daily labour,
He then opened the subject o bis father, men-
tioning his belief thai he should have to leave
him, to live in another part of the coontry;
his father veplied, it would be hard to part
with him ; and under a feeling of the influence






