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LIBRARY OFGENETIC SCIENGCE AND
PHILOSOPHY

FEDITORY PREFACE.

The Editors of the Psvcmonocical Review have long felt
regret that they were not ahle to accept manuscripts which
ran too long for the Monograph Series. They have instituted
this ¢ Library,’ therefore—with the restriction indicated in
the title. The new ‘genetic’ movement, long represented by the
Editor who signs this preface, is gathedng momentum as the
genetic method becomes more clearly defined, and itsapplications
are worked out in science and philosophy. We hope the series
may exert sume influence toward its further extension; and to that
end we invite contributions devoted (0 evolutionary and develop-
mental topics, both scientific and philosophical.

June, 1904. J. Mark BaLpwin.,



TO MY MOTHER
FROM WIIOM 1 LEARNED THE PRACTICE
oF
TIIE MORBRAL LIFE
THIS BOOK

IS AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED



PREFACE.

“The moralist, ike the savant,” writes M. Duprat, " must at
the beginning of his investigations be ignorant of the point at which
he will emerge.””  In the spirit of the statement, I can best describe
this book as an ‘inquiry.’ It embodies an attempt to determine,
in the light of recent advances in psychological knowledge, what
are some of the more important and fundamental characteristics
of the moral life. Tt is not, however, a contribution to the phe-
nomenology of ethics.  Important additions have been made, in the
past few years, to the literature of this subject, notably in the works
of Westermarck, Hobhouse, and Wundt, and there seems now to be
no danger that carefully collected and patiently sifted data will
remain a desideralum of ethical science. It is, therefore, not my
intention, even if I could claim the qualifications, to add to the
number of books which deal with the morality of peoples atdiffer-
ent levels of culture; but it has been my zim constantly to bear in
mind what is to be learned in this field, and it is hoped that nothing
has been set down in the following pages that cannot find confirma-
tion in the labors of the experts in this line of research.

The relation of my work to sociology recquires brief explanation,
If we consider the tendencies among modern writers on sociology
and ethics, sodology seems to be engaging itself more and more
with ethical considerations, and ethics with equal diligence is
cultivating social and sociological material. Thus a mutual
raprochement of sociology and ethics seems to be a sign of the
times, and, in some quarters, the denial is already heard that the
two can much longer remain separate and independent branches of
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knowledge. If, further, we emphasize the dependence of ethics
upon psychological method, a dependence which throughout its
history has never been wanting, an additional motive is found for
remarking upon the unstable character of the sclence of ethics,
and the conclusion is sometimes drawn, as for example by Simmel,
that nothing can prevent the dissolution of ethics 2z an independent
science, and the handing over of its distinctive material and prob-
lems to sociology and psychology. In view of such facts as these,
facts which point to the reconstructions which are taking place in
sociology, psychology, and ethics, it is not surprising if the ethicist
finds it necessary to define somewhat carefully his own particular
problem, and to state the distinctions which mark it off from other
related studies. This statement will explain the form which the
discussion of the latter part of chapter IT takes in this hook—a
discussion which is concerned with the differenfia of ethics. And
if any further explanation of my method in dealing with sociological
questions is required, I can only say that I have felt it necessary to
examine in some detail the concepts of a social sort which are
presupposed in ethical science, and have had to refer at various
points to the sociological treatment of these concepts in a critical
way, because our knowledge of social facts is constantly under-
poing enlargement, and because sociology must be undersiood to
have reserved to the future its own systematic consideration of the
implications of social phenomena.

I have referred to ethnology and sociology because in important
respects they are, just now, the two most conspicunus sources from
which, in varying degrees, assistance may be had for the carrying on
of ethical inquiries. However, a broad and well-considered view
of the moral life can be gained only when we refuse to be confined
within the limits of theze two disciplines, Some remarks on this
question will be found in the earlier chapters: here all that is neces-
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sary is to paint out that the subject of this essay is not covered by
gither of these related sciences, Like each of them, genetic ethics
ig a determination of fact; and unlike both, the facts which it
elucidates relate to the principles through which the moral life gets
itz organization, and by which it attains its development. 1am not
advancing a philosophy of morality: the humbler task has been
attempted of dealing with the texture, or inner structure, of the
moral life; and this, not as a theory, but as a fact which may be
verified by the use of the appropriate methods. The methods are -
paychological.  And if there is anything characteristic in the result,
it is this: that the mental and the moral are seen to be inter-related
and inseparable factors in the organization and growth of human
societies, that moral soundness is based in mental development, and
that mental inteprity is impossible apart from moral growth, The
doctrine is not new; in some respects it is as old as Greek thought.
But the grounds on which the view is here seen to rest are modern.
They have been made possible by the development of more accurate
methods in psychology, and the specialization of problems in this
field. The influence of these advances in psychology may be seen
nowhere betler, perhaps, than in the large place I have given
to the discussion of the moral motive, a subject which is dismissed
with a few paragraphs in most treatises, and, with the exception of
Wundt's work on ethics, does not rise to the dignity of a chapter.
The topics selected for discussion have been chosen on 4 definite
plan. It is true that much that may be congidered ethical finds no
place in these pages. Ifany one should be disappointed on thisac-
count, I can onlysay that I cannot share with him that view of ethics
which makes of it a single and well-defined field of inquiry which
every writer is obliged to cover. It is, in my judgment, no more
possible for ethics to be compassed by a single writer and from a
single point of view, than it iz possible to do the same, for example,
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in respect to chemistry or psychology. The breaking up of the
subject-matter of ethics, and the specialization of method place a
limitation on every ethical writer, and he must choose as his prob-
lern what seems at the time most in need of systematic investiga-
tion. His major problem will determine the particular topics of
study. In bref, then, and as concerns the present work, I have
omitted whatever does not bear directly upon a better understand-
ing of the moral ideal—a conception which, I hold, is fundamental
to every moral situation, and without which no rationalization of
the moral life would seem to be possible,

Tn writing thiz book I have entertained the hope that I might be
meeting the need not only of that increasing number who, amid the
shifting standards of the time, are trying to find gpuidance as to
present duty through a more intimate acquaintance with the prin-
ciples of the moral life; but T have also tried to provide a hook
which, in the ground it covers and the method it adopts, might
prove of service to those who, in our colleges and universities, are
giving instruction in the subject of ethics. It does not, however,
make unnecessary, on the part of the student, an acquaintance with
the great historic writers in the field of ethics. That it can be
used as a means of opening up the literature admits, I think, of no
doubt. And if, as 1 hope, it gives to the historic theories an
mterpretation which saves them from the category of fruitless
efforts, because it shows their relation to man's progressive mastery
of the materials and the instruments of effective living, it will have
succeeded in embodying, what seems to the writer, an essential
quality of an ethical text-book.

It is a pleasure to acknowledge my more special and personal
obligations. My first indebtedness here as elsewhere is to my
teachers, Professors George Trumbull Ladd and George M.
Duncan, of Yale University, The editors of The Jouwrnal of



