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PREFACE.

Tar Editor hopes be has rendered an ae-
eeptable service to the religions public, by
bringing forth from almost entire oblivion, this
smsall but admirable treatisse. The strenugus
efforts of Authors and Publishers 1o attrast at-
tention to new works, and the neceesarily great-
er interest we feel in the presemt than in the
poast, combine to throw the books of former
years into increasing obscurity. Though books
abound in every department of kmowledge or
piety, yet those of & proper kind do not abound
at least, on practical religion. Babbath Schools
and Traet Bocieties, together with extendsd
education, have created a taste for reading,
which it has become extremely difficult to sup-
Ply. We are deplorably deficient in books for
private Christians and common readers, which
possess interest without fction—religion with-
eut sectarianism—plainness of style without
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vulgarity—and importance of matter without
being sbove general comprehensiun. These
exceilencies, the Editor thinks, are eminently
displayed in this little volume.

Most works of this kind, since Bunyan's
Pilgrim's Progress, have been clumsy imita-
tions of that immortal production, end have
fallen into merited comtempt. KmacH is en-
titled to the merit of originality, not less than
that of akill. His line of metaphor is wholly
diverse from that of Bunyan. While that
delineates the progress of a soul in sanctification
ihis depicts religion itself as a pilgrim, and de-
sctibes the trestment it receives from the va-
rious orders of men. In points of theological
accuracy, devout temper, and useful “tendency,
the Travels of True Godliness may bear com-
parison with Pilgrim's Progress. The admir-
ers of Bunyun cannot fail 1o be pleased with
Keach.

Cousiderabie liberties have necessarily bean
taken with the style, as the work was wrillen
&n hundred and ffty years ago; but the santi-
ments bave in no insiance been varied in the
least. The Memoir has besn prepared with

e TWR,

p—



FPREFICE. Y.

much aitention, expreasly for this edition of
the work.

Those who sdopt, as one of their modes of
benevolence, the distribution of awakening
tracts, will find this happily snited to their pur-
pose, and adapted toa grest variely of charac-
ters. To Christians it will prove an excellent
closet companion, containing judicious and sat-
isfactory helps to sell~exawmination, and desig-
nating the true and fulse marks of grace, with
remarkable precision. May the divine blessing
attend it.

H. M.

Boston, June 1, 1839,
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