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“ Our sparkfidl pouth kaugh ot their grest grandfatk e’
Euglish, who bod more core Lo doe well, than o speuk
indislon Bike, mod Ift more glaty 1o us by thetr cEplobing
of great ucts than we sholl do by our forging acew wordd
and unpeuih phrases.

* Qeeal, verily, was the glory of our tongne before the
MWorman Congoest, B thin, thak the 014 Engliss esild
expreas most aptly all the eonseiw of the mind in thelr
own longue witknol boeTowing from any. —Camdes’s
Remainge, p, 6, sdit, 16386,
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PREFACE.

* Tur etymologist,”” says Cornelins Agrippa in
the preface to his remarkable work om * The
vanity of the arta and sciences,” in which he
anticipates the resentmeot of their various pro-
fessors—"" the efymologist will derive my nome
Srom the gout I™*

Bearing this bitter sarcasm in lively remem-
brance, I trust I have not gone too far for
derivations in the list of provincial words which
follows, and that my anxiety to prove them
will not provoke the censare or the ridicule of
the eritic and the scholar,

Having, in my boyhood, resided in » district
of North Wiltshire remote from large towns,
1 became mequainted with many—I may say
nearly all—the provincislisms in uwse by the
rural population ; and the cares and anxieties

* Etymologiia suis Ageipps nomen indeat podageicum.
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of later life have not been sufficient to efface
them from wy memory : but, great was my
astonishment and delight, when, on my first
acquaintance with Anglo-Baxon hterature, 1
diecovered that what for many generstions past
has been comsidersd a barbarons and vulgar
jargon, was once the language of Bede, of
Alfred, end of Aelfric!

This will scercely be credited by persons less
familiar than myself with these provincialiams ;
but, 1 am persuaded that any doubt they may
entertain, will be dispelled on comparing the
words in the list with those of similar sigmifi-
cation in the Anglo-Baxon language. Bome of
these derivations are palpable and indisputable,
while many words are reteined to this hour as
they criginally existed.

Every educated man knows that the basis of
oor language js the Anglo-Saxon ; bat, it may
be questioned whether many persone ere aware
of the existence of so many primitive Anglo-
Hexon words in the dislects of the West of
Englind.

The phrase *“ Dinlects of the West of En.
gland,” will be well understood by those who
have made provincialisms their study. They
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will pot require to he told, that this dialeet,
with its modificetions, prevails among the rural
population of the counties of Devon, Dorset,
Somerset, Hants, Wilts, Berks, Hereford, part
of Warwick, and even BSurrey, Sussex, and
Kent: and that there are a few words which
ulone will suffice to identify a native of those
counties, and distinguish him from & native of
the more Northern provinees. The title, master,
will snffice. In the West this word 18 pro-
nounced measier, or maesier ; hut in the North
maister, mtister of misther. On the other hand,
thers are certain words which wre oceasionally
pronounced the same, in nearly every part of
England, Among theee are

Coom for Come,
Lang — Long.
Fram — From.
Mon — Man.
Crud — Curd.
The only difference is, that in the morth of
Englend these words are inveriably thus pro-
nounced, while in the wesf, the pronuneiation
differs sometimes even in the pame village,
Bimilar veriations may be discovered m
Saxon writings, where in the same page come
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is spelt cym, cum, and clm, an irregularity
which lends to the mference that the word was
prooounced differently, and that the scribe was
perplexed by it.

There i another fact which denotes the
eommen origin of the English Langnage, much
an the dialecta differ in many respects. This
coneists in the trangposition of vowel and con-
sonant, or rather in the retention of the ancient
orthography. Thus we find in the West of
England,

Hapee for Hasp. -
Wapse — Waap.
Thurgh— Through.
Girt - Great
Claps — Clasp.

While in the North of England we have

Crud for Cord.
Brid -— Bird.
and several others.

There is n peculiarity in the dislects of the
West of England, which deserves especial
notice ; this is the sonnd of the diphthong oi
as wi. Thus epwile, for spodl. The w is
also often sounded before a vowel, us stwone,
for stone ; twoad for toed, &c.: while the o is
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frequently converted into &, as shart for short,
fark for fork, &c. These peculiarities may be
traced wherever the West-country dialect is
spoken, and distinguish it in & marked manner
from the dislects of the North of Eogland,
‘With regard to the sound of the vowel g, it has
been observed that it 18 invariably like & in hafl
or fall; but this ia not always the cnse ; many,
and especially the ofd people, give it the sound
of ge or ez, and such wos doubtlesa the pro-
nunciation of the Saxon Xl all.

= If the consonants, those natural sinews of
words and lanpuape,” save My, Bosworth,
“ suffer ench changes, it may safely be pre-
sumed that those flexible end yielding symbole
—the vowela—should be exposed to still greater
confusion ;—a confusion elmest sufficient to
induce one to imagine that they are of no
weight or suthority in Anglo-Baxon ortho-
graphy."* These reroarks on the Anglo-Saxon
language, apply to the promunciation of the
dialects of the West of Enpland, in which we
find all sorts of liberties taken with the vowels. -

The list which follows might be greatly
eplarged, if mere corruptions and vulgarisms

*® Elements of Anglo-Saxon Grammar, Bvo. p. fil.




