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MAC LAURIN’S

SELF-INSTRUCTING WRITING BOOKS.

INTRODUCTION AND EXPLANATIONS.

Tae Publisher of MacLaurin's Bystem of Wri-
ting has been led, by the immense popularity
which this system i3 acquiring in the schools of
the country, to consider the possibility and de-
girablenesz of adapting the same system to the
wants of the thousands of yeung men and ladies
who are no longer at school, and who have, never-
theless, not aequired by their previous instroe-
tions, that necessary accomplishment, a good and
rapid handwriting, such as would qualify them
for the counting-house, for business in its varions
departments, or for easy and elegant correspond-
ence.

The design above stated is & new one—that of
enabling persons io learn fo write enfirely without
the aid of the living tencher, a thing never hereto-
fore attempted, and ome which nothing but the
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peculiar excellence of this new system could have
rendered possible. The advantages which this
system offers are such, however, that self-instruc-
tion becomes just a8 practicable in this branch of
edueation, as in others in which so many young
men and women are daily and successfully apply-
ing it. The attempt, though & complete novelty
in education, is entirely successful, as has been
demonstrated {rinmphantly in inetances sufficent-
ly numerous to put it beyond all question.

The fact 8 now kmown, that ANY PERSON can,
without the aid of a writing-tsncher, IEARN TO
WRITE A EAPID AND FRANDBOME EBUSINESS HAND.
The discovery is one of sufficient importance to
command the attention of Kduocationists, and es-
pecially of young men in the eity and eountry,
who are purposing to enter into business of any
kind.

The importance to every one of being able to
write a beauttful, and at the same time a rapid
and easy hand, need not be argued. The want 1s
wniversally felt ; by none, perhaps, so stringently,
as by that large class of young men who desire to
become clerks in mercantile houses, lawyers’
offices, and elsewhere. Many thousands of dollars
are annually paid away, to writing-masters, for
mstruction, which, after all, for canses which will
be mentioned hereafter, seldom proves at all sat-
isfactory. Every school in the country is, like-
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wise, constantly employed in attempting to teach
this indispensable art. Still, it is & remarkable
fact, of which every teacher will be aware, the
moment he reflects, and of which every merchant
or employer of clerks is aware already, that the
art of writing RAPIDLY and wiLt—of writing ae
he requires his clorks to write, is absolutely never
acgquired, under any of the old methods of instrue-
tion, in the school-house, or by the teaching of a
writing-master.

Nothing 18 better known, than that every clerk
has o learn to wrile over dgarn, when he goes into
the ecounting-house or the office, no matter
how much time he may have given to the stody
and practice in the school or under the writing-
teacher. This has heen, until the invention of
Mr, MacLaurin’s Bystem, absolutely true of all
systems, and of the results of teaching in all our
schools, notwithstanding our bossts of the per-
fection of our scheol instruction. It is a faet
which annoys both the employer and the employ-
ed, and deprives thousands of meritorions youth,
otherwise every way qualified, of the opportunity
of entering into profitable and useful employment,
The fact is well known, and deplorably felt, on
all hands, except, perhaps, among the teachers
themselves, who, seeing their pupils aequiring a
handsome style of writing under their instrue-
tions, and' seldom coming in contact with them
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after they begin to meke a practical uwse of if,
remain longer, perhaps, than any body elre, igno-
rant of the real failure.

The cause of this remarkable and unviform fail-
ure, in a great and important branch of our whole
educational system, has never been understood,
and much less the efficient remedy applied, until
the discoveries and inventions of Mr, MacLaurin.
‘When pointed ont, they become simple and obwi-
ous, and teachera are everywhere surprised that
they had not long since mada the same discoveries,
No system of instruction, in any branch of science,
ever seemed destined so rapidly and completely
to take the place of all others. In the public
schools of our large cities, Its trinmphs have been
complete, and it is rapidly working its way iuto
the country ag well, In addition to this, the de-
sign of the Puoblisher is to introduce it into every
family where there is an individnal no longer at
school, and who hag failed to wcquire this velua-
ble accomplishment. For that purpose this little
book of instruetions iz compiled, in addition to
the HExercise and Writing Books,

The cause of this universal failure to make
good writers, under the old gystems of ingtruction,
is the entire disconnection and divorce which has
prevailed between the two elements of quanTrTy
and QuALITY ; that is to say, if the learner soquir-
ad the ability to write well, it was at an entire
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sacrifice, or rather neglect of the ability to write
fast, and vics versa. In the school-house, or un-
der the writing-master, all that was required of
him was to write welf, No attention whatever
was given to the degree of rapidity with which
he moved his hand, while writing well ;! and no
tnstruction or epercises were given fw' trgining
the muscles of the hand o A RAPID MOVEMENT,
‘WHILE EXECUTING PERFECT FORMB.

In the common achool or high school, if the
scholar writes eleganéy, no note is taken of the
time he occupies in forming his letters. In all
the nomercus specimens of “fine writing,” and
“wonderful improvement,” hung in the show-
Windows of writing-masters, in évery city and
town, the old and wgly handwriting is compared
with the new and elegant one. Not a word is
-gvid, becanse positively nothing is thoughi, of the
number of sEcoxDe or »mUTEs in which the new
and elegant specimen of writing was executed,
For the purpose of the writing-master, who does
not exhibit the pupil and hie action while writing,
but only the resudt, in which the element of time
does not appear, this element of time is of no im-
portance whatever, and is not so much as thomght
of ; but, in the Counting-House, and the Office,
under the pressure of business, and when the time
of the new practitioner has, every minute of it,
a cash value, this element becomes either—
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L Of far more nrgency and consequence than
the guality or beauty of the writing. In this case,
the rapidity having to be acquired, when there is
no instruction, no time for thonght, and no oppor-
tunity to study, or rather to accustom the hand to
trace perfect forms while moving rapidly, the ele-
ment of quarary, that is, of desuly, and even of
legibilify, is totally sacrificed in acquiring the other
indispensable element of quaNTITY or rapidity.
Thiz 13 what happens cspecinlly with Authors,
Editors, and Lawyers, who are, In consequence,
proverbially the worst of penmen, while they
bave the greatest amonnt of writing to do. They
ron into a desperate serawl, which remains,
throogh life, the sonrce of mortifieation to them-
selves, and of torment to all who have to read
their manunscript; or,

II. The element of quandity being of equal im-
portance with that of guality—both being indis-
penzable—as in Book-Keeping, and the Mercan-
tile Profession generally, a good style of writing,
in all ways, has to be acquired; otherwise the party
18, a8 it were, driven from his. profession for the
want of this essential qualification. Merchants
are proverbial for having the best hand-writing of
any class, but the hand-writing which they employ
in business is never acguired in the school-house,
nor under the writing teacher. It is solely and
exclusively the product of the Counting-House,



